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Kangaroo Ground Primary School, c 1900. 

In This Bumper Edition 
 

• The cover shows a photo sent to us from the Albany Historical 
Society, Western Australia, as a Christmas present.  The 
photographer was probably Albert Norton Jones.   

 
• On Page 1 in his series High Achievers of Kangaroo Ground, 

Dick Austin begins a 2-part article on Senator James Guthrie.    
 
• Encouraging others to do the same, on Page 6 Dr Susanne 

Haywood has written up the pioneer settler who established the 
farming property on which she lives. 

 
• Museum patron Bruce Nixon has commemorated Governor 

LaTrobe recently with several publications, and a statue on the 
corner of Swanston and Latrobe Street. Bruce begins a 2-part 
account of his LaTrobe research on Page 10. 

 
• Milestones.  They no longer exist beside Kangaroo Ground’s 

roads, but several may be found in the Museum’s record of 
events 2006 on Page 12.    

 
• Read about the new feature being added to Garden Hill on Page 

14.   
 
• The ABC records her broadcasts in her own home and provides 

her with a computer, and she is one of the Chronicle’s popular 
contributors (see Page 15).   

 
• Mick Woiwod’s address is c/o the Austin Hospital these days, 

where he welcomes visitors.  More details are on Page 17    
 
• See a line-up of Kangaroo Ground CFA presidents on Page 18. 
 
• There’s been a change of headmaster at the Kangaroo Ground 

Primary School. See Page 20. 
 
• From her tidy desk comes another report from Museum 

Secretary Martha Wike on Page 21.    
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High Achievers of 
Kangaroo Ground 

 

Frank Guthrie 
 
Kangaroo Ground has been the home, 
workplace, inspiration or refuge of some 
high achievers.  In the next two editions 
we look at Frank Guthrie. 
 

Frank Guthrie was a major figure in the Australian 
wool industry.  He pioneered the Corriedale breed in 
Australia, owned woollen mills, was Dalgety’s Australian 
wool advisor, helped establish the Australian Wool Board 
and wrote a number of books on wool production.  He was 
also a Senator for 18 years. 

 

Origins 
 
James Francis (Frank) Guthrie was born at Rich Avon, near 
Donald in the Wimmera, in 1872, the youngest son of 
Thomas Guthrie and Mary Rutherford. 
 Frank’s father was a Scot, who had migrated to 
Tasmania in 1847 at 14 years of age to live with his older 
brother.  By the age of 20 he was a gold buyer at the Ballarat 
diggings, buying gold and then making the hazardous 
journey to Melbourne alone to sell it.  A few years later he 
became a partner in Synnot & Guthrie, one of the pioneers of 
the Geelong wool market.  In 1860 the company leased the 
Quambatook pastoral run and a few years later Guthrie 
leased the Rich Avon run near Donald.  In 1866 he retired 
from wool broking, still only 33 years old, and began buying 
parts of the Quambatook and Rich Avon runs. 

 
 In 1873, the year 
after Frank was born, 
Thomas installed a 
manager and the family 
moved to The Hermitage 
in Geelong, where they 
lived for the next 30 
years.  The house 
subsequently became a 
private school. 
        Thomas continued to 
farm the Rich Avon 
property and expanded it 
by purchasing Rich Avon 
East, Rich Avon West and 
Avon Plains.  He 
eventually owned over 

39,000 acres in  Western 
Victoria.  When Frank 
was 10 years old Thomas 

established Avon Downs Station in the Barkly Tablelands of 
Northern Territory, a 2,300 square mile property 250 km 
northwest of Mt Isa, where he farmed 70,000 sheep, later 
converting to cattle.   
 

Wool 
 
After completing his school years at Geelong College at 19, 
Frank got a job with Dalgety & Co in Geelong as a junior 
clerk (initially unpaid).  Dalgety and Co was at the time a 
major pastoral company with offices in London, Melbourne, 
Geelong, Launceston, Dunedin, Christchurch and Sydney.  
Frank was to retain an association with the company for the 
rest of his life.  

 
Dick Austin 

 

Frank Guthrie 



 Frank’s area of interest and expertise was wool.  He 
moved to Europe for a couple of years to learn more about 
wool, mainly working at a textile mill in Bradford.  A few 
years after his return he became Dalgety’s head wool valuer 
for Australia, based in Melbourne.  He also edited the 
Dalgety Annual Wool Review for 15 years.   
 During 1898, while valuing wool in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, he was particularly impressed by the quality of 
some Corriedale fleeces, and about ten years later he bought 
some Corriedales and began breeding them himself, trading 
as Corriedale Stud.  The stud was initially based at Wagga, 
but moved over the years to Albury, Hamilton and Lara.  He 
instigated the formation of the Australian Corriedale 
Breeders Association and became its first President.  The 
trophy for Corriedales at the Royal Melbourne Show is still 
named after him.  Guthrie was also President of the NSW 
Sheep Breeders Association and a life councillor of The Royal 
Agricultural Society of Victoria.  Corriedales were quite a 
successful breed and became a challenger to the role of the 
Merino as the premier breed for wool production in Australia.   
 Frank was also a director of the family company 
formed in 1906 to operate his father’s stations, and later 
managing director of the company that bought Avon Downs 
in the Northern Territory.   
 In 1911 he contributed a history of Australian wool-
selling for R. P. Wright's The Standard Cyclopedia of Modern 
Agriculture and Rural Economy (London, 1911). 
 In 1915 Frank was appointed Dalgety’s Manager for 
Western Victoria, based at Geelong.   
 
 
 
 

 

New Zealand 
 
While in Dunedin, New Zealand, he met and then in 1902 
married Mary Isobel Wright, a daughter of John Wright 
whose company, Wright Stephenson was the largest New 
Zealand competitor of Dalgety.   
 Also in New Zealand, Frank contracted anthrax, which 
resulted in the amputation of his left leg at the age of 30.   
 

 
 

A 1919 National Library of Australia photo of Frank Guthrie 
 
 



Parliament 
 
 In 1919 Guthrie was elected to the Senate, 
representing Victoria for the Nationalist Party.  Dalgety’s 
London-based board had reluctantly agreed to his request to 
retain his Manager position if successful.   
 The Nationalist Party was formed two years earlier, 
during World War I, by the merger of Prime Minister Billy 
Hughes’ National Labor Party and Alfred Deakin’s Liberal 
Party, effectively becoming the conservative party.  This party 
won the 1917 election with a landslide victory, yet Hughes 
lost the Conscription Referendum a year later, and lost his 
majority in the 1919 election.  Hughes was able to govern 
with the support of the newly formed Country Party (now the 
National Party).   
 The Australian Parliament was at this time based in 
Melbourne, and didn’t move to Canberra until 1927.   
 Guthrie’s new role as a Senator initially hampered his 
Dalgety work and he was eventually removed from his 
management position, although paid a retainer for the 
remainder of his life as an Australian wool adviser to the 
London board.  
 
 
 
Part 2 of the Frank Guthrie story, including his 
Kangaroo Ground years, will appear in the next 

edition of The Chronicle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The First To live on 
our property 

 
Thomas Charles Stone (1871 – 
1913) and allotment 42, section 20 in 

Upper Diamond Creek in the Parish of Dr Susanne Haywood 
Nillumbik, now 80 Jones Road,                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Kangaroo Ground 

 
Thomas Stone first applied for a license on the 18:1:38 acre 
property at ‘Upper Diamond Creek’ – now 80 Jones Road, 
Kangaroo Ground - on 15 March 1893. Until then, the 
property had been licensed to one William George Tulloch of 
Moonee Ponds, a brewer, whose license was revoked on 12 
June 1893, as he had failed to make any improvements to 
the land. Tulloch had received his license in March 1884; it 
seems that before that, the land belonged to the Crown and 
was not farmed. 
 

 Thomas Stone applied 
formally for a license on 15 
June 1893 and this was 
granted on 1 July. The 
attached map shows the 
property’s outline exactly as 
it is today, but with an old 
track going through it 
diagonally, from today’s 
main gate down to the 
south-western tip. His 
neighbours  were   E.  Jones, 



Bridgemann  to  the south of him,  and  another  Jones  to 
the south of that property. To the east lived Thomas Smith. 

Thus surrounded by Smith and Jones properties, 
Thomas Stone proceeded to improve his own land. This was 
the time when gold was still found in Watery Gully, although 
the limited resources were beginning to peter out by the end 
of the century. The authorities, keen to keep the land 
available for mining in spite of increased settlement, obliged 
license holders in those areas to allow prospecting and 
mining to continue on their properties, and to clearly 
advertise that fact. 

 
 Consequently, Thomas reports to the Secretary of 
Lands on 6 May 1895: 
  

“I have fenced my land wholly with a good fence and Grubbed 
[sic] two acres for fruit growing. And rung the lot. I have also 
painted the corner and Ship-panel Posts red. And also Posted a 
notice to this affect [sic]. That this land is under the 65th Section 
Land act 1890 and available to Miners.” 

 
 Three years later, on 19 March 1898 Thomas wrote a 
letter to the Secretary of Lands announcing his intention to 
have the license revoked and for the land to become available 
“for application under section 42 [of the Land Act] with a 
valuation for improvements in my favour”. He did this on the 
grounds that he had made substantial improvements to the 
value of £300. His application was approved on 31 October 
1898. After the introduction of the Land Act of 1901, Thomas 
Stone applied for a Crown Grant to purchase the property 
outright and received approval for this in December 1904. 
After eleven years of hard work, he was finally going to own 
his land.  
 The purchase price was set at £19, of which Thomas 
had  already paid  £10.9,  the  remainder  to be paid  off by  

 means of a rent of £1 per 
acre. However, Thomas 
soon found out by 
comparing his rent to that 
of his neighbours, some of 
whom lived on superior  
land,  that he was being 
overcharged. He queried 
this with the Crown and 
eventually received a credit 
and had his rent adjusted. 
He   had   several further  
queries  to   the  Secretary  
of   Lands  with  regard  to 
his rent, which he thought   
would go towards paying off 
his debt, but which seemed   
only  to  cover  his interest. 
His frustration with the authorities is obvious in the 
changing tone of his letters over the year, from lengthy, 
deferential one-pagers to curt, assertive notes, “Your 
obedient servant” in 1898 being replaced with just a 
signature by 1904! 
 All official papers refer to Thomas Stone as a 
‘fruitgrower’ or ‘orchardier’; once or twice he is recorded as a 
‘farmer’, but had this crossed out and changed. Were farmers 
of inferior standing to fruit growers? Initially, he only farmed 
the property and lived “about 1 mile from the Land of his 
application, on allotment 16 section 22 where I was born and 
have resided ever since” (statement to the Crown on 
19/9/04). This would be the property east of Reynolds Road 
which his father acquired in the 1870s; it is referred to as 
being in ‘Watery Gully’. 
 

Thomas Charles Stone aged 
23 in 1894 



In 1904, there was only one outbuilding on his new 
property, but soon after that, Thomas built a four-room 
cottage. In 1907, he married Charlotte Alice Norton of 
Brighton. He was then 36 years old. They had two children: 
Clarence Thomas Norton Stone (born 1908) and Edna Lily 
Stone (born 1910). 
 His married bliss was to last for only six years.. He 
died of meningitis at the age of 42 in April 1913. At that 
time, as recorded in the probate that followed his death (he 
did not leave a will), his property shows a healthy income 
from fruit sales, and the probate includes a long list of farm 
machinery and implements, plus two draft horses, all 
amounting to £528.09. The property was sold to one Harry 
Harrison for £800.  
 Charlotte lived until 1963 and is buried in the 
Kangaroo Ground 
Cemetery, as is Thomas.  
Their son Clarrie became 
in 1944 a foundation 
member of the Diamond 
Creek Fire Brigade where 
he remained actively 
involved for almost 50 
years, an achievement for 
which he was awarded 
the British Empire Medal.     
  

 
Clarence Norton 

Thomas  Stone aged 
78 in 1986 

 
 
 

GOVERNOR CHARLES 
LATROBE 

PAINTER AND DIARIST 
 
In the mid-nineties, I passed Melbourne’s 
Treasury Building and, it being open, I found 
myself viewing an art exhibition of C.J. 
LaTrobe’s landscapes and sketches.  In just a 

minute I was confronted by a painting overlooking the Yarra 
Glen wetlands to Chateau Yering, an unchanged view I wake 
to each morning!  Charles LaTrobe was Victoria’s first 
Superintendent from 1839 to 1850 and Lt Governor from 
1851 to 1854.   He was in the habit of visiting Chateau 
Yering, owned by a family from the same canton in 
Switzerland as his wife, Sophie. 
 Inspired to find out more about the Governor who 
painted from my verandah, I learned that the State Library of 
Victoria held over four hundred of his small paintings shared 
in seven folios from seven places – England, Switzerland 
(Italian), America, Mexico, Tasmania, West Indian/Sundry 
and Victoria.  Most paintings had not been exhibited before.  
 With help from colleagues I managed to publish a 341 
page book, Charles Joseph LaTrobe – Landscapes and 
Sketches, and it was launched by Governor Gobbo from 
Victoria’s Government House in 1999.   
 During this preparation for publishing, C.J. LaTrobe’s 
detailed daily diaries from 1939-1854 became available to 
me for publication.  So, we set out to find appropriate 
illustrations for these diaries; preferably about 250 
images which had not been published previously.  By 
2006, we collated all of our materials and finally 

 

 
Bruce Nixon 

 



produced LaTrobe’s 380 page diaries called Charles  
Joseph  LaTrobe – Australian  Notes 1839-1854.    
 This is a unique publication and quite a bridge for 
understanding much of Melbourne and Victoria’s 
history, almost from its founding to its post-gold rush 
period to 1854.  In our next issue of the Chronicle I will 
continue with a few of the unique diary entries, one of 
which reports on Kangaroo Ground’s four bushrangers. 
 

 
 
Seen at the unveiling of the Latrobe statue near the corner of 

Swanston and Latrobe Streets are Museum personnel (back row 
left to right): Mick Woiwod  Don Brown, John Austin, Bob 
Maloney, (front row): Joan Pickard, Claire Watson, Marg 

Woiwod, Martha Wike, 21st November 2006. 

2006 Milestones 
 

• Awarded January 
26th.  Mick and 

Marg Woiwod (seen 
left with children 
Debra, Graeme, 
Christine and 
Louise) receive 
Nillumbik Shire 

Citizen of the Year 
awards 

 
 
 
 

 
• Died June 24th, Lois 

Loftus-Hills, scientist, 
humanitarian and life 
member of the Andrew 

Ross Museum, a 
founder together with 
Don Chipp and her 

husband Geoffrey of the 
Australian Democrats, 
and a sister of Bend of 

Islands resident 
Norman Linton-Smith, 

in her 79th year. 
 



• Died December 4th at 
Kyneton, Charis Meta 
Alexander Pelling, in her 
86th year, remembered locally 
as the first and only (so far) 
female mayor of Nillumbik 
(Eltham) Shire, for being able 
to locate any paper she 
wanted amongst documents 
piled high on her desk, for 
bringing up 4 children and 

actively managing a well-stocked property at 
Kangaroo Ground, for helping to establish the 
Eltham Historical Society, for promoting the writing 
of Pioneers and Painters by Alan Marshall, who 
survived the complete destruction by bushfire  in 
1969 of the houses established by the pioneering 
Donaldson family in which she, her family and her 
parents (Professor W A and Dr Ethel Osborne) had 
lived, and the death of a son. 

 
• Born December 

12th Mercy Hospital, 
Heidelberg, Joshua 
Wike-Gysen, first 
grandchild for Museum 
Secretary Martha Wike, 
who reports that “he is 
much less trouble than 
his mother was”.    

 
 

A hill with a view 
 

Kangaroo Ground’s first schoolmaster, Andrew Ross, 
wrote that, standing on Garden Hill, with his telescope, 
he had observed the first steamships to visit Victoria 
(the S.S. Great Britain and S.S. Chusan) steaming 
proudly up Port Phillip Bay to Melbourne.  This was in 
1852. 
 On the same site soon after World War One the 
memorial tower was erected. Climb four or five flights of 
steep stairs within the tower and the breathtaking views 
of southern Victoria take what little breath is left after 
the climb.   
 For those who suffer from vertigo or who are short 
of breath, an additional feature is being added to 
Garden Hill. It is a splendid viewing platform being 
erected at ground level facing west.  To be known as the 
Moor-rul Viewing Platform, this Nillumbik Shire 
$150,000 project is nearing completion.  Mick Woiwod 
has already composed the wall texts.     
 

 



A long time ago with 
Prince and Honey 

 
I am looking back about seventy years 
to the days when my grandma had 
quite a thriving farm up here in the 
Bend of  Islands part of Kangaroo 
Ground. Not a large one but enough 
animals to keep us kids happy. Chooks, 

a cow and a few pigs. Then vegies and fruit trees and a very 
large strawberry and raspberry bed to keep us kids in 
thieving mode in summer. 
 The favourite of the animal pack though was Prince. 
He was a large half draft and had previously been a baker’s 
horse. He was mainly used by the caretaker on the place to 
fetch Grandma’s groceries from the store and get a regular 
meat supply from the roving butcher. 
 Prince had a stable to himself and generally a bunch 
of kittens  who loved climbing up the white tufts of hair on 
his legs. He put up with this nobly until the claws became a 
bit much and he would give a gentle stamp and turn round 
and woofle them with his nose. 
 Sometimes I went with the caretaker to the store. I 
always seemed so high up in the buggy and hung on like 
grim death mainly contemplating Prince’s rear end  which 
was a bit disconcerting  at times. Prince wasn’t at all worried 
about his natural functions. From being a baker’s horse and 
used to deliveries he was apt to bolt off the minute anyone 
put their feet on the cart. 

He was a great friend and followed us kids around I think 
hopefully looking for the odd apple or whatever. He became 

 

quite a freeloader and I 
can remember his head  
poking  in  at  the  back  
door  of  Mum’s   kitchen 
staring at the bread tin. 
Mum just couldn’t resist 
the slice of bread and 
honey. Poor Prince. He 
went the way of the river 
one time when there were 
floods. Still, I think that 
was better than the knacker’s yard. 
 The other animal I remember with affection was Honey 
the Jersey cow. She was the colour of her name and had 
extraordinary eyelashes over her liquid brown eyes. We had 
enamel mugs hanging up in the stable and would hold them 
under Honey for a squirt of milk. It was warm and creamy 
and had the  echo of grass and hay. I loved the first tinny 
sound of the milk squirting into the bucket and then as it 
filled came a rich velvety bubbling. I used to lean my head on 
her neck and feel her wonderful warmth.  
 Today I understand what Patrick White meant when 
he wrote of the woman in The Tree of Man milking her cow.  
“She loved her copper cow in the orange light of evening. The 
world was open. Peace fell into her bucket.” As for the cream 
that settled on a big basin of milk that Grandma left over 
night. – well, that was totally sinful. As thick as butter and 
let’s face it, a basinful of cholesterol, I must admit.  I still talk 
to the cows in the paddocks round here. ‘Just thank your 
lucky stars you’re not in a feed lot in America,’ I tell them. 
But I notice their dams aren’t looking too good at the 
moment in this drought. 

- Sheila Dixon with illustration by Emily Haywood. 
 



Mick woiwod in hospital 
 

Marg Woiwod has provided the following report for all the 
well-wishers and Chronicle readers concerned to know how 
Mick is progressing: - 
 

Mick’s medical condition is stabilizing.  He has a 
few more hurdles to jump.  He will require weeks 
of physiotherapy for his legs.  His spirits remain 
high.  He and Marg wish to thank you all for your 
concern and thoughts.     
 Currently Mick is in Ward 7 West at the Austin 
Hospital, Bed 19.  Visiting hours are between 12-2 
and 4-8pm.  No visitors between 2-4pm.  Two 
visitors allowed at a time.  Marg and one or other 
daughter  usually go in between 12-2 but Mick 
would like a change of faces.   

 
 

 
 
 

• This is the 53rd issue of the Kangaroo Ground Chronicle. 
• Copies of some of the early editions are missing from our 

archive. 
• If you have kept any issues from Volumes 1 to 4 we 

should be glad to receive them by post. 
• They will be scanned and returned to you. 

Keeping bushfires at bay 
•  

• There has been a fire brigade at Kangaroo Ground ever 
since 1892.  Its current members have had only a few 
minor fire outbreaks to control so far this summer, unlike 
the thousands of volunteer fire fighters in other parts of 
Victoria.  Among its current members is the Museum’s 
Chairman, Robert Sampimon, 

•  Among its past presidents was Bruce Ness (CFA 
President 1968-1981) who was awarded the British 
Empire Medal in 1969 “for services to the community, 
particularly for fire protection”.   

•  A few years ago, Bruce’s niece Rosemary Watkinson 
took this photo.  It shows four of the CFA’s  presidents.  
Left to right: Graeme Taylor (1955-1968), Don Ness 
(Rosemary’s father) (1981-1987), Robert Douglas (1987-
1997) and the current president, John Withers (1997-    ).                        

. 

 



 
 

On sale locally and at the Andrew Ross Museum. 
Only $15. 

 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS AND 
HEADMASTERS 

 
Andrew Ross was the first of 
Kangaroo Ground’s school 
teachers.  Graeme Renshaw 
(left) was the last.  After four 
years at Kangaroo Ground 
Graeme accepted an 
appointment as Headmaster of 
Templestowe Park Primary 
School..    
 Graeme was a very good 

friend and supporter of the Andrew Ross Museum.  He 
applied for grants to cover the cost of replacing the roof of 
the Museum building and for maintaining the large school 
room adjacent to it.   The buildings in 
questions can be seen on the cover of 
this edition of the Chronicle, 
photogaphed c 1900.  Built in 1878, a 
few years after Andrew Ross’s 
departure, the large school room seated 
all the classes, and the dwelling (now 
housing the Andrew Ross Museum) was 
the teacher’s residence.    
 Kangaroo Ground now has a 
temporary headmaster, Laurie Murray 
(right), who is continuing the strong working relationship 
between school and museum.  Laurie was delighted to inform 
us recently that approval has been given for the roofing and 
maintenance costs and the work will soon commence.    
 



From the 
secretary’s desk 

 
• As some of you will notice, a new 
photo of me, vanity…a woman’s 
prerogative.   
 
• With the start of the New Year we 
wish you a healthy and happy one and 
hope for some more volunteers. Our 
Committee members are involved in 

many projects but remember “It’s better to wear out than 
rust out”. 

 
• The Andrew Ross Museum in its short life of 13 years has 

clocked up many achievements.  We never forget the 
founders of the organization and continuously strive to 
accomplish current projects and plan new ones.  At 
present one of the major challenges is the Re-
Accreditation of our Museum.  Being a novice on this 
task, to familiarize myself, I went through all the files and 
requirements for the original Registration and 
Accreditation process and I appreciate the mammoth 
work done by the original Committee and in recent years 
by Dr Peter and Wenda Fleming.   

 
• Highlights during the past months included the Unveiling 

of the Latrobe Statue outside the State Library and the 
invitation to attend the lavish function afterwards.  Also 
the Christmas BBQ  given by Ann and Bob Maloney at 
their property in Kangaroo Ground. The luscious food, 
company and glorious weather were appreciated by all of 
us who attended. 

• Indexing of museum collection is continuing, updating of 
computer programs and re-introducing new ones to 
benefit the record keeping.  Administration files are being 
upgraded and the library is being established and 
catalogued. A new website is currently being established.                    

 
• Donations to the Museum are greatly appreciated.  

Please don’t forget that DONATIONS OF $2.00 AND 
OVER ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. "To save postages all 
subscription receipts will be mailed with the Chronicle" 

 
• Yearly membership subscription renewal is due on the 1st 

of September every year, Family $22.00 per year, Single 
$11.00 per year and Life Membership $150.00.  New 
members will get the benefit of several months as their 
subscription will take them to the 31st August 2008. 

 
• MUSEUM HOURS:  Thursdays 9.00am – 12.00 noon   

Sundays 2.00pm – 4.00pm 
 

We are looking forward to your visit 
 

• We are continuously looking for new information of the 
area and surrounds.  

• Please contact us Tel/Fax (03) 9710 1707 or Email:  
rossmuseum@optusnet.com.au 

 
• A joy to share with you all - “I am a grandmother for 

the first time”. 
 
 

 
Martha Wike 
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