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IN THIS EDITION

Although still in hospital, Mick Woiwod (seen on the cover with
Margaret) enjoys a day out occasionally. He has also been busy with
his latest project (see Page 13).

On Page 1 Dick Austin concludes his series of articles on former
Pigeon Bank resident Senator James Guthrie.

Being officially 150 vyears old, the Kangaroo Ground Church
celebrated joyfully in March 2007, as you’ll see on Page 6.

Beginning on Page 8, a Yarra Glen resident provides an account
written by his ancestor, Mary Smith, of her voyage to Melbourne in
1857.

The Kangaroo Ground and District Horse and Pony Club celebrates 40
years, on Page 10.

Has Kangaroo Ground ever had a younger storekeeper? Read Casey’s
success story on Page 11.

A trip to Benalla recently yielded some clear and amusing
reminiscences of the 1930s in Kangaroo Ground from Gordon Mills,
found on Page 15.

While a pupil at its primary school, “Rafaela” wrote a piece titled
“Why Things are Better at the K G Primary School”, reproduced on
Page 17.

See the birds in the Museum that are more than 120 years old, on
Page 18.

A significant addition to the Museum’s Stevenson photo collection is
introduced on Page 20.

Annual subscriptions will all now be due in September each year. See
Page 21.

Secretary Martha Wike has the final word on Page 22.



HIGH ACHIEVERS OF
KANGAROO GROUND

Frank Guthrie

Frank Guthrie was a major figure in the
Australian wool industry and a Senator.

) ) Part 1 looked at his life up to his
Dick Austin election to the Senate in 1919.

Part 2: Senator Guthrie

Guthrie did not face election during the 1922 election where
the Nationalist Party lost further ground, with the ALP now
holding more seats than any other party. The Country Party,
under Earle Page, would not form a coalition with Billy
Hughes, so Hughes resigned and was replaced by Stanley
Bruce, who was acceptable to the Country Party, and much
more palatable for Nationalist Party conservative supporters
than the ex-Labor Hughes. Although Bruce was born in St
Kilda, he dressed and spoke as an Englishman, attended
Cambridge University, and enlisted in the British Army during
World War 1.

Guthrie’s first election as a sitting Senator occurred in
1925, an election fought on law and order, defeating the
‘reds’ and keeping Australia white. There was a large swing
to the conservatives, with Guthrie being re-elected.

After parliament moved to Canberra in 1927 Guthrie
increasingly neglected his position, boasting of an
attendance totalling two and a half hours over a particular
seven month period.

Right: A 1927 National Library of
Australia caricature of Frank Guthrie

Guthrie did not face |
election during the 1928 election,
where the ALP increased its seats,
although not enough to win
government. John Curtin and Ben
Chifley were both elected for the
first time during this election.

A year later Billy Hughes
voted with the ALP to precipitate == s
the fall of the Bruce/Page government, with an ALP
government elected under Jim Scullin, Stanley Bruce loosing
his seat. Although the ALP won 46 of the lower house seats,
compared to 28 seats for all other parties, in the Senate the
conservatives still had a majority, Frank Guthrie being one of
them. Two weeks later the Wall Street crash occurred.

For the first time in his political career, Frank Guthrie
did not belong to the governing party. While the ALP
government followed its agenda, the conservative Senate
tried to follow its. For example, Scullin appointed
Australia’s first Australian Governor General (Sir Isaac
Isaacs), to the consternation of the British King and Prime
Minister and the conservative opposition. For the
conservatives it seemed both natural and an honour that
Government House should be occupied by amiable men from
the British aristocracy. To the ALP it was shameful that
Australians were never regarded as good enough. The
conservative Senate called for deep cuts in Government
spending in response to the depression, polices that would
inflict massive hardships on workers.




In 1929 Frank’s only son, James Reynold Guthrie, was seriously
injured during a trans-Australia air race near Perth, when his
Gypsy Moth Corio clipped a tree. He was 22 at the time. His
parents caught the train across the Nullarbor to be with him.

During 1931 Joe Lyons, a minister in the Scullin
Government and previously an ALP Premier of Tasmania,
resigned from the party over a proposal to take control of
the banks, and he began talks with Robert Menzies (at this
time a member of the Victorian Parliament) and a number of
others about defeating the government. Keith Murdoch (the
father of Rupert) proposed using his Melbourne Herald
newspaper to present Lyons favourably to the electorate.
The outcome was the formation of a new party, the United
Australia Party, encompassing the memberships of the
Nationalist Party, Joe Lyons and his supporters and Billy
Hughes’ Australia Party. Earle Page and his Country Party
did not join. Guthrie, therefore, now represented the UAP
under the leadership of Joe Lyons.

Later that year an election was called and the UAP
won power in a massive swing, with both Curtin and Chifley
loosing their seats and Stanley Bruce getting his back.
Guthrie was re-elected to the Senate.

The Lyons Government was re-elected in 1934,
another election that Guthrie did not need to fight. At this
election Curtin was re-elected and Robert Menzies entered
federal politics, moving straight into the ministry. A year
later Curtin became ALP leader. Curtin and Menzies would
dominate federal politics in the coming decades.

Guthrie was defeated at the 1937 election. Although

the UAP/Country Party coalition won the election, the ALP
made huge gains in the Senate, winning 16 of the 19
positions in the half-Senate election.

Frank’s period in the Senate had lasted 18 years. It was an
undistinguished record, his speeches noted for his pursuit of
idiosyncratic interests. He was never awarded a Ministry.

Woollen Mills

In 1912 the Hughes ALP Government decided to establish the
Commonwealth Woollen Mills, and the mill opened in 1915 in
Mackie St, North Geelong. It was very successful, mainly due
to the demand for military uniforms during World War 1. By
1920 it employed 300 people. The private sector claimed
the business had an unfair level of subsidisation, and in 1923
the conservative Bruce Government sold the business to a
syndicate of Geelong businessmen, including the government
senator, our Frank Guthrie. Renamed as the Federal Woollen
Mills, demand for its products spiralled during World War 2,
bringing employment levels to 900 and huge profits for its
owners.

Post Senate Years

Two years before his defeat, Frank’s son James was killed in
a car accident at Euroa at the age of 28, having survived the
plane crash six years earlier.

The year before his defeat in the Senate, the
Australian Government established the Australian Wool
Board, and Guthrie was appointed the government
representative, and he maintained this position for the next
nine years. The establishment of the Wool Board was in part
due to Guthrie’s behind-the-scenes work to protect big
grazing and wool broking interests (like his) from the threat
of Depression-level wool prices and the increasing
competition from synthetic fibres.



He also continued writing during the 1930s, publishing his
first book, Australia’s Greatest Industry: Sheep and Wool: A Brief
History, (Geelong, G. Mercer and Co) in 1937.

A letter survives that Guthrie wrote to Prime Minister John
Curtin in 1941. Guthrie congratulates Curtin on his prime
ministership and on his commitment to the war. He then urges
Curtin to stop midweek dog racing and professional football, but
urges continuation of sheep shows and horse racing.
Coincidentally, Guthrie owned a sheep stud and was now also a
Thoroughbred breeder.

In 1942 he was appointed Chairman Trustees of the
Limbless Soldiers Provident Fund. He was also Chairman of the
Partially Blind Soldiers Association of Victoria.

Frank was awarded a CBE in 1946. The following year his
wife Mary died.

In 1951 Guthrie sold his Corriedale stud for a record price
and sold his Albury and Geelong properties. He bought and retired
to Pigeon Bank in Kangaroo Ground to concentrate on his interest
in the history of the wool industry. He contracted Bruce and Don
Ness to build a sun room with a raised floor so he could enjoy his
£80,000 view from his wheelchair.

During 1957 he completed his second book, A World History
of Sheep and Wool. It was published privately in 1959, a year
after his death. The introduction was written by his friend, Prime
Minister Robert Menzies. A copy is held at the Andrew Ross
Museum.

Frank was survived only by his daughter, Mary Taylor, who
owned Pretty Hill in Kangaroo Ground.

(Completed)

A FRESH START

That well-proportioned church beside the main road at Kangaroo
Ground, with its distinctive diamond-pane leadlight windows, was
looking its best on Sunday, March 18" this year when several
hundred people came to celebrate its 150" Anniversary.

The Church Treasurer, Barry Anderson, alluded to some of
the events in the church’s long history. For many attending,
there were also reminders of former times and of some of
the worshippers who used to sit in those sturdy old pews: a
plague in memory of an elder son in the Bell and Charlton
families killed in Belgium during World War One, a stained
glass window in memory of Jessie Agnes Haughton, a
daughter of the Cameron family born at Pigeon Bank, a hymn
board in memory of the Stone family, and communion chairs
in memory of Shirley Austin.



The message from the
pulpit, however, pointed to the
future. Ringing in the ears of all
those who filed out of the church
and the hall afterwards and
assembled for the photo, were
the words of the preacher, the
Rev. Dr Reg Matthews - “a fresh
start”.

And what happened during the
following week? Heavy rain fell
on the slate roof of the church -
indeed, all around the district.
The brown, barren, drought-

 ridden hills of.Kangé(roo Ground were tinged with green again.

John Austin with photos by Spike Hawkes.

MELBOURNE IS A BEAUTIFUL PLACE

150 year ago Mary Smith wrote a letter to her brothers in
England, describing the 81 day voyage to Melbourne and
conditions in the 22 year old city. In this first part of her
letter, she gives a vivid account of the voyage.

_— D _——
Little Bourke Street
Melbourne
7" February 1857
My Dear Brothers,

| am thankful to say we arrived quite safely on the 25" January
and came ashore on the 26" after a most beautiful voyage of 81
days, having through the blessing of God had no disease death or
accident. Our Captain was a steady careful man and a very nice
crew (all Dutch men). There were several vessels that came in
about the same time that were injured in one way or another. We
had a good start, the Captain said he had never known so good a
one.




We passed the Straits of Gibralter the day week we started
and by that time days were an hour longer and the air mild and
beautiful - it was very warm in crossing the line, but of an evening
it was beautiful, so cool and pleasant. | generally used to go and
look over the side of the vessel at the water for an hour or two
sometimes splashing and foaming and sometimes as smooth as
glass but all sparkling as with thousands of diamonds, you could
not possibly form an idea of the beauties of the ocean, the moon
and stars are also splendid there, the moon larger than our harvest
moon, but it would be quite impossible for me to describe, or for
you to imagine.

We had two thunderstorms at about that time, they were
bad enough but still nothing to be afraid of. As we reached the
Cape of Good Hope it got cooler and about Christmas it was very
cold indeed. We passed in sight of Prince Edward’s Isle, and did
we not want shawls and cloaks and still it was summer, what it is
in winter | cannot tell. There were many whales there as the
fishers go there in the summer but cannot stand the winter.

We had four storms about there, our vessel heaving and
pitching in all directions, anything that was not fastened by ropes
to the sides of the berths would go rolling about the decks or your
berths, making a most dreadful noise, still when it was over you
could scarce help laughing. Some would be deploring a cup or
glass that had gone smash, others a bottle and the contents
flowing away, then in the midst of all this the vessel would begin
again up and down a lot more would come.

| believe the first Sunday in the New Year was the worst we
had but thank God we passed safely through it all. Several vessels
were much injured that night but ours stood it without even a
creak to be heard. Although we had so much trouble in the .....,
still when we got to sea there could be no fault found with her.

We were coasting for about a week and on the Saturday
morning came in sight of Cape Otway. Did it not look refreshing to
see the green tress for once more and the sea splashing amongst
the rocks.

(to be continued)

- lllustration by Joan Pickard

THE PONY MATURES

Beside the Church, the Kangaroo Ground
and District Horse and Pony Club has also
celebrated an anniversary recently. A
splendid booklet recording its history,
entitled The First Forty Years has been
lodged at the Museum. One of the club’s
founders, Diana Bassett-Smith, recalls that its first meeting began
with the call, “The kettle’s on”. Current president Geraldine
Sanderson comments that nowadays there’s “often a glass of wine
as well”. Perhaps the anniversaries of the local wineries will be
the next local celebrations




UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

When young Casey Butler said “yes” to her family’s invitation to
manage the Kangaroo Ground Store, she imagined that she would
have a buzzer fitted at the front door to summon her from the
residence at the back. Instead, she has found within three short
months that it has become necessary to have three people serving
at the store at once.

And what about the other updates! The area occupied by
the former post office has been added to the store. Chairs and
tables here and along the front verandah accommodate anyone
(like me) who likes coffee and a snack. The internal floor area has
been polished, brand new refrigerators, shelving and two new
kitchens have been installed.

KANGAROO GROUND STORE

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

As we talk over the coffee and snhack, it becomes clear that
Casey’s links to Kangaroo Ground and its store go back a long way.
Stewart Whiffen, a former storekeeper, was descended from the
pioneering McAdam and Herbert Families. = When Stewart later
introduced a DVD distribution business he employed Casey’s

brother-in-law for its services. For years it has been Casey’s
brother-in-law, Mark Caruana, who has provided at the Kangaroo
Ground Store and elsewhere such well-stocked DVD libraries.
When the Store’s previous managers mentioned to Mark that they
wished to relocate to Lebanon, Mark began negotiations that
resulted in a twenty year lease and Casey as manager.

Casey herself spent her early years in Eltham before years
at Moonlight Road and Millers Road, Kangaroo Ground, attending
school at Eltham College and Eltham High School..

“The local support has been fabulous,” says Casey. There
has been heaps of positive feedback. Customers’ suggestions and
ideas have been tremendous.”

No wonder the local support has been so strong! Locals can
shop at the Store between 6.30am and 8.30pm during the week.
Morning opening times are a little later at weekends.

Casey Butler and some of the luscious cakes to enjoy with coffee.

- John Austin with photos by Robert Sampimon.



THE BIRCH COTTAGE

They’re mostly gone now the homes of our
forebears that once dotted the rolling hills of
Kangaroo Ground and its Nillumbik surrounds.
Rough hewn from the forest, they were little
larger than a modern day living room - what we
might describe as a slab hut - a far cry indeed
from today’s spacious homes with their electric
light, ensuite bathrooms and ducted heating.
Yet in them lived large extended families of perhaps three
generations with every year or so another skillion room added to
accommodate growing families.
Pioneering a farm
was such that it left precious little
time to indulge the luxury of
space in one’s home. Work began
at daybreak and with working
horses and cows to attend to after
a day behind the plough farmers

Mick Woiwod

had little desire to lounge around after an evenlng meal before
bed.

One of the last of
these early huts is what has
become known as Birch’s
Cottage. Built c. 1873 by
Kangaroo Ground shoemaker
John Hill but occupied for
most of its 134 years by the
Birch family it now stands in
urgent need of preservation as
an important relic of former

times.

Late last
year volunteers of
the Andrew Ross
Museum spent a
morning in
association  with
representatives of
Parks Victoria
investigating and
photographing it
in the hope that
something might be organized to preserve it.

In the interim these photographs will be enlarged and
mounted on the walls of Room Two of the Museum by Don Brown
and Joan Pickard as an exhibition.

Mick Woiwod being filmed at the Birch Cottage, December 2006

- Photographs by Robert Sampimon



Readers will remember that Susanne
Haywood made us aware, in the last
edition, of the stresses and struggles and
the joys and sorrow of the pioneering Stone
family that established the property on
which she and her family now live. In this

John Austin

edition we present the recollections of
Gordon Mills who grew up on a neighbouring property in
Watery Gully Road (Melway Reference 271 D5).

Perhaps his story begins with the Twyford family whose

home town was Arawata, in Gippsland. A son of the family
occupied the Stone property in 1915, after the death of Thomas
Stone. A year later his sister Dorothy, Mrs Reg Bird, acquired 40
acres in Watery Gully Road. It was in 1934 that Mary Mills, a third
member of the Twyford family, was widowed. Although Reg and
Dorothy Bird still had their three children at home, and although
the Apple and Pear Board and the economic depression had almost
bankrupted them, they decided to divide off about four roadside
frontage acres of their property so that their widowed sister and
her four surviving children could have somewhere to live.

The plight of the Mills family stirred the local
community. Laurie Jones supervised the many local menfolk
who assisted in building the house. David Graham Snr built
the chimney. Soon the widow and her four children were
installed, there was even a large double chook shed, and also
a dam. The Bird house (nowadays occupied by Peta
Heywood) and the Mills house were about 70 metres apart,
close enough for the two sisters to call to each other through
open windows. The eldest Mills child was Gordon, aged ten.

“Our neighbours on the other side were the Le Juges,” Gordon
recalls. “They were elderly, had an orchard and some goats. Old
Mr Le Juge used to cultivate his orchard with a spade. He
apparently had a great fear of snakes. His daily walk was to the
Bird property for a billy of milk. He eventually had an array of
sticks poked into the fences beside the walking track handy for
killing any snake he might encounter. He never did see a snake.
Dick Austin now occupies his property.

“There were few cars about in those days, and we got to
know any that were owned by locals. Some drivers would stop to
give lifts to youngsters attending school. One who gave nobody a
lift received a knighthood. He had the word “Sir” added to the
name on the sides of his van, but the authorities required him to
take it off.

“Jones Road began its steep descent to Wattle Glen
right outside our front gate. We youngsters liked to keep
that part of the road wet so that cars toiling up the hill
would skid or get bogged, giving us the fun of helping to get
them going again.”

Museum subscriber Leigh Norgate, who now owns the
former Mills property, R
and John Austin had a ‘ e ' .
three hour luncheon j ,
with Gordon (pictured
right) recently. Now
in his early 80s and
very fit and wide
awake, Gordon lives at
Benalla.




WHY THINGS ARE BETTER ATTHEK @
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Found in the Museum’s archives recently were pieces written
by pupils at the Kangaroo Ground Primary School in the
1990s. Comparing the school with her former schools, one of
them — a pupil we shall call Rafaela — wrote.....

There aren't many people at Kangaroo Ground but at my old
school there were over 550 people. You know all the people
at the school at Kangaroo Ground but at my other school you
only knew 25% of the people because there were too many
people to remember. Another thing is at Kangaroo Ground
they have a lot of room to play and have fun but at my other
school they only had 2 Basketball courts and some football
and other things like that

The last thing, Kangaroo Ground have very small amounts of
people in a class and there for we learn more than what we
would in a class of 34. | think my 2 and a half terms at
Kangaroo Ground have been fun and | have learnt a lot.

THE PEOPLE ARE GONE BUT THE BIRDS
REMAIN

Did you know that there are birds at the Andrew Ross Museum that
are more than 120 years old? Their miraculous preservation
relates to the skill of taxidermists in the 1880s and the saga of the
Pigeon Bank Cameron Family.

The picture (opposite page) shows the birds, preserved and
mounted by a taxidermist, in a glass dome.

Mick Woiwod, the Museum’s historian, found the first
reference to the dome in a copy of the Evelyn Observer, 15"
February 1884. There had been a very successful Church bazaar at
Kangaroo Ground. An item that had not sold was “a glass dome of
stuffed birds”, and this had been taken home to Pigeon Bank by
Ewen Cameron, MLA. Later informants have told us that “it
always stood on a hall table at Pigeon Bank™.

The dome came into the possession of a son of the family,
Archie Cameron, then passed to his son Donald. From Queensland,
Donald sent it to a cousin, Marion Bishop during the time she
resided at Pigeon Bank, and soon after Marion brought it to the
Andrew Ross Museum.

It only remained for the birds to be identified. There are
12 birds, and each is different. Renowned bird watchers Dr Peter
and Wenda Fleming completed this task.

Now all the people mentioned have left the district.
Only the birds remain.

- John Austin, with photo by Don Brown



THE QUESTION I

A& RECENT ACQUISITION

If a history of winemaking in Kangaroo Ground is ever to be
written, it will probably start with a reference to Joseph
Stevenson. This wiry, multi-skilled old Scot established a winery on
his property Bankhead in the 1860s. Here he built a wine press
and cellar and hired a Frenchman named Ramseyer to teach him
viticulture and winemaking

His son Robert inherited Bankhead and the winery, situated
on the south side of the Yarra Glen Road between Henley Road and

the Cemetery.

Bankhead and all
its contents were
destroyed in the 1960s
. bushfires. Photos, diaries

and other items had been
offered to Diana Bassett-
Smith by Stevenson
descendants, but all were
burnt before she could
collect them.

Only one or two
fading photos of Robert
Stevenson and his family
were thought to exist.
Recently, however,
Lynnette Beale, a New
Zealand descendant of
Robert’s  brother Joseph
Stevenson Jnr, sent this
photo to the Museum. It
shows Robert Stevenson (1845-1933) and his wife Ellen Armstrong
(1853-1923).



Are you an Andrew Ross Museum
ANNUAL SUBSCRIBER?

All  subscriptions now fall due for
renewal at the time you receive your
next edition of the Kangaroo Ground
Chronicle, September 2007.

If you began subscribing less than one
year ago, your annual subscription will
be extended to September 2008.

Annual  subscription renewals  will
thenceforth occur each September.

Avoid the annual nuisance and become a
life member for $150.

FROM THE SECRETARY'’S
DESK.....

e The Andrew Ross Museum is the proud
owner of a new computer to replace the old
one. It is very modern and streamlined, thanks
Martha Wike to the efforts of researching by our President

Rob Sampimon, who also negotiated the
purchase and ensured the best quality and price suited to our
needs.

e One of our projects in progress is the supply of early
photographs and history to be displayed at the Kangaroo
Ground General Store. The store is under new ownership and
management of Casey Butler. Casey has reinvigorated the
Kangaroo Ground General Store as the central hub of Kangaroo
Ground. A new coffee shop has also been incorporated serving
beautiful local food with excellent and friendly service. Please
visit and bring family and friends, and if you happen to come
on Thursday or Sunday, cross the road to the Andrew Ross
Museum and learn more about the history of the area.

o A new filing system has been started for our historical records,
enclosing documents in plastic sleeves and filing them in
numerical order of the computer data entry number.

¢ Mick and Margaret Woiwod will be moving, on 17 August 2007,
from their home at Gongflers Drive, Bend of Islands to their
new home at 142 Glenpark Road, Eltham North 3095. Mick is
still at the Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital making
tremendous progress, he has done what doctors thought
impossible, that’s our Mick..... He enjoys receiving telephone
calls and visitors so please ring him or drop in for a chat. He is
being kept up to-date with all happenings and still contributes
to the affairs of the museum and our history needs. %4/

Mick will back at the Museum very soon.
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