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Cover picture New Zealanders Joy Diamond and her daughter Nicola
McLaughlin stand beside the Stevenson Vine in the grounds of the Andrew
Ross Museum, May 2008.

3 A purpose-built community centre has been added to Kangaroo
Ground’s amenities.

5 A former Kangaroo Ground community centre was found to be
defective in 1919.

6 Thanks to Richard McAdam, a happy (mostly) family may be seen
at the Memorial Tower, Kangaroo Ground, 1932.

7 Postmaster Ken King cares for his vineyard as well as the
district’s mail.

9 Mick Woiwod provides a summary of recent developments,
improvements, and a few disappointments.

10 Bruce Nixon tells of a proposal to establish a memorial cairn
honouring indigenous pioneers and early settler families.

11 Diana Bassett-Smith recalls a childhood when “Click Go the
Shears” meant hard, messy work.

13 The Andrew Ross Museum is well-appreciated in New Zealand, as
several recent visitors tell us.

14 Did you know that a cousin of a Kangaroo Ground pioneer settler
wrote Dr Jeckyl and Mr Hyde and also Treasure Island?

15 Read about Museum Patron Bruce Nixon.

16 “Where better to join in remembrance ...?”

... and there’s no space to preview more of the other fascinating stories
and only a line to remind annual subscribers that it’s time to renew.



KANGAROO GROUND GETS A PURPOSE-BUILT COMMUNITY
CENTRE

“Do people live here or only kangaroos?”

Journey to Kangaroo Ground from almost any direction and you’re
more likely to see open tracts of land, hedged fields or rolling orchard-clad
hills than you’re likely to see a regular house with a front garden and car port
at the side. Sooner or later youll see kangaroos, perhaps lazing in the sun
during the day or up and grazing at dusk.

All the more surprising then is the fact that a fine new Commmunity
Centre was opened at Kangaroo Ground recently. As with any such project,
especially one in an area that can appear almost uninhabited, many initiatives,
contributions and co-operative efforts were required. Addressing the
assembled guests at the opening, November 2007, the Kangaroo Ground
School Principal Laurie Murray referred to many of the elements that had
made such a remarkable occasion possible.

“As I'm constantly reminded by pretty
much everyone I talk to about this project, there
have been many, many people involved, to varying
degrees, from its inception to final completion.

Right: Laurie Murray

“The first person to mention is the then
principal, Evan Hughes, who approached the
Kindergarten Committee President and Vice
President Amanda Newing and Liz Steuten, and
Kindergarten teacher Julie Potts about the
possibility of establishing a Kindergarten at the school. While Evan did not
see the project through to its completion, it is important to recognise his
vision and drive, because without it, it is likely we would not be here today.
This was back in 2002 although some project historians suggest the date
might even have been eatlier.

“As discussion continued, Nillumbik Shire was approached and Bill Forrest
and Susan Forbes became involved. Since those early beginnings many
people from the School, the Kinder and the Shire have contributed to the

project. I will leave the recognition of members of the Shire to others,
however I would like to thank Susan Forbes in particular for her
contributions throughout my own time as Principal. There have been many
balls to juggle and just as many negotiations to make and Susan has remained
committed to the project throughout.

“Taking over from Even Hughes as Principal was Graeme Renshaw
who worked tirelessly for the next few years to represent the school through
the next phase of the project including the design and grant stages.”

Laurie Murray then outlined some of the uses the new Community
Centre will serve. “In Health and Physical Education it will provide us with
an indoor venue enabling programs to continue year around. As a resource
for the Arts it has already been put to great use as a venue for school concert
rehearsals and visiting musicians and cultural performances. A District Chess
Tournament has been held providing an ideal facility for local Government
and Private school students and their parents.

“Basing the local Kindergarten on school premises is an obvious
extension of working together as a local community in order to meet shared
goals.... Clearly the Centre is a purpose built facility which has been designed
to meet our specific local needs.”

L-r: The Victorian Minister for Education, Bronwyn Pike
Cr Warwick Leeson, Nillumbik Shire Mayor,
Sharon Banner.
photo courtesy Martha Wike



Soon after taking over the portfolio of Victorian Minister for Education.
Bronwyn Pike was amongst the official guests at the opening of the
Kangaroo Ground Community Centre. 20 Graham Road, Friday 15%
November 2007.

The Centre’s pre-school facilities are already fully-operational under

Director Jo Greaves.. For more
information Email: kangaroo.ground.kin@kindergarten.vic.oov.au  or
telephone 9712 0297.

Meanwhile drive carefully in this part of Kangaroo Ground. Yes,
people do live and work here, and this is where most of the district’s
children are educated.

THE WAY IT WAS

There used to be a large, oblong, timber hall at
Kangaroo Ground. It fronted the main road on
what is now the upper side of the primary school
site and for most of its life it was known as
Stevenson Hall. Weddings, concerts, dances, roller
skating, flower shows, public meetings of all sorts
— Stevenson Hall got plenty of use. One of its
features however, euphemistically referred to in the
following memo as a “closet”, failed to meet 1919

requirements.

May 20 1919
The Proprietor,
Public Hall,
KANGAROO GROUND.

Dear Sir,

I am instructed to call your attention to the following extract from a
report received from The Inspector of Nuisances relative to the hall at
Kangaroo Ground: -

“There is only on closet attached to the hall at Kangaroo Ground
and this is in bad repair. The pan is an old kerosene tin full of holes.
As this hall is licensed to the Council I consider it should not be let
for entertainments until two closets are erected in compliance with
the Health Act.”

My Council requests that you will take immediate measures to fulfil the
requirements of the Health Act.

Yours faithfully,

- sourced from the archives of the Eltham Council 1872-1940s, and provided
to us by the Eltham & District Historical Society.

AT THE MEMORIAL TOWER, 1932

Richard McAdam, one of the Museum’s Queensland members, has lodged a
detailed, comprehensive and well-indexed folio of information relating to his
McAdam ancestors.

Included is this photo taken at the Kangaroo Ground Memorial
Tower, 1932. It shows l-r: Richard’s father, Archie McAdam, Richard’s
brother (the unhappy one) Peter McAdam, a family friend Marjorie Cox,
Richard's’ maternal grandmother Eliza Clark, Richard’s mother Olive
McAdam, and Richard’s brother John McAdam.



mailto:kangaroo.ground.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

PROTECTING THE VINES

Ask Ken King what he has unearthed while
digging in his hillside vineyard lately and in no
time his Post Office counter will be spread with
stones dating from the Silurian Period (about 3
million years ago), enough fragments of willow
pattern china to make up a setting for six, and
horseshoes small enough to fit a pony or big
enough to fit a Clydesdale.

Ask him also how he prunes his vines
and how he protects them from birds, and long
interesting explanations will follow.

“I trim all the vines myself during their dormant period in the winter.
Although they are uniformly spaced, one and a half metres apart, each one
will receive different treatment. I assess each vine’s “past performance” and
shape it according to its likely bearing capacity in the forthcoming season. Of
course the expected weather conditions and other environmental factors
must be judged too.

“As for netting the vines, well that must be done after the grapes
begin to ripen. Because I like to make my own contraptions from bits and
pieces I find lying about, the principal cost is mostly the netting. I have a nice
people shot of the netting machine (see photo next page). This system was
made out of bits and pieces we had to hand, saving many thousands of
dollars. Note that the main yoke is a farm gate with the top cut out. Whilst
not as sophisticated as the commercial units, we have a lot of fun using it.

“Of course, the netting procedure does not guarantee full protection.
Statlings and Indian mynahs congregate in the hawthorn hedges on the other
side of the road where they work out their early morning plan of attack.
Sometimes I'll find that kangaroos have ripped the netting, leaving openings
for all manner of creatures to enter.

“A bird invasion is likely to occur very early in the morning. Once
they find themselves under the netting, they take time to settle and perhaps
work out how best to feed on the grapes.

John Austin

I wait patiently under the netting meanwhile, emitting bird calls
occasionally. Then moving slowly and imperceptibly I gradually muster the
birds towards one corner and into a kind of specially constructed coop.
There follows a humane and painless procedure, one which seems to deter
neighbouring birds from attempting more such large scale invasions and
ensures that the best vineyard produce becomes King of Kangaroo Ground
wine.”

- photo courtesy Ken King

Seen here above Ken King (right in overalls) and some of his helpers
is part of the contraption Ken assembled from “bits and pieces lying
around”. The yoke of an old iron gate became the frame over which the
netting is rolled out to cover the vines. Former Andrew Ross Museum
President, Rob Sampimon, is at the front. Of course, there is the obligatory
scarecrow as well.

-— ¢ -

Copy offered for inclusion in the December 2008
“Chronicle” should be submitted by 31S* October.



MUSEUM PHOTOS IN THE KANGAROO
GROUND STORE

As all who have visited the Andrew Ross Museum
over the years would know, space has always been
its most precious resource. Whenever any article of
significance to local heritage has been offered to
the museum there’s been the need to consider its
size before acceptance. At each busy Thursday
morning workshop, museum staff have to search
out for themselves a suitable niche to petform their
various duties. For years now our volunteers have been living in the hope of
one day inheriting a part, or perhaps all, of the adjoining 1878 Old Classroom
for much needed display and work purposes. Earlier this year whilst working
on the Birch Cottage project a proposal was put to Parks Victoria for its on-
site ‘workroom on wheels’ to be relocated in the museum grounds but that
too has met with difficulties.

Mick Woiwod

Meanwhile the beautifully revamped Kangaroo Ground Supply Store
opposite the museum has generously arranged to frame some sixty or more
of the museum’s precious large format photographs for inclusion in a
heritage display around its restaurant walls.

Earlier in the year, museum volunteers put considerable time and
energy into mounting other of its pictures and stories on permanent display
in the sixteen glassed panels inside the recently completed Moor-rul Viewing
Platform on nearby Garden Hill. Plans are afoot too — once the shire has
secured the funding — for the refurbishment of the tower’s former stone
caretaker’s cottage for an exhibition of war memorabilia,
service medals, etc. Recently too, the museum accepted a
generous bequest from local resident, George Taylor
(grandson of the editor/proprictor of the Evelyn
Observer) of one ofits 100 year old sales registers
containing extensive details concerning hundreds of local
families and community organisations.

Coach and Horses at the Kangaroo Ground Store by Museum
artist Don Brown

KG PIONEERS’ MEMORIAL CAIRN

Suitable wording for a small memorial cairn proposed
by the Andrew Ross Museum, assisted by the
Kangaroo Ground Presbyterian Church, is being
considered at present.

Essentially, this cairn would be a memorial to
our indigenous pioneers and early settler families in
Kangaroo Ground.

One suggested site for this memorial is
toward the north-east corner of the church land and it would include many of

the names of the earliest Scots who gave generously to the first church in
1843.

- Museum Patron, Bruce Nixon.



WANGABURRA DAYS

Turn off the main road into Henley Road
and you’ll soon pass Wangaburra on the left.
This fine property has had many occupants
but the name remains. Diana Bassett-Smith
recalls times in her childhood when the
property was owned by her uncle, George
Melville Belfour (Mel), and she was “Tar
Boy” when the shearing was done at the
Stevenson property Bankhead.

S
The ewes, Southdowns, would be rounded up from the Menzies Road Bush
Paddock and walked back to the home paddock where the rams, Border
Leicesters, were already yarded. Next day we would walk the ewes along
Henley and Main Roads to Bankhead, Grit our black and tan kelpie and Opal
our Border Collie dog watchfully ambling along behind. Sometimes the
journey would be across paddocks depending on how they were being used.
The rams were usually taken by Mel in the back of his ute.

The next morning, after milking and an eatly breakfast, Mel would
drive us in the grey Ford V8 ute to Bankbead where Jim and Jack Stevenson
would be ready with the first lot of ewes penned. It would now be just after
seven with the first ewe on the board. Shearing is done by hand using blade
shears. (I still have a pair of these hand shears given to me by Jim
Stevenson, my cousin, when Mel had a few sheep at Eltham post W W 2.)

Mel deftly picks up a fleece and tosses it onto the table for skirting
then rolls it up and puts it in the sack beside the scales. Bales weight about
300 pounds. I meantime have a broom and sweep the floor as the next ewe
is pulled from the pen. There is a pot of Stockholm Tar and a brush to daub
any cuts. They call me the Rouseabout or Tar Boy and would call “Broom”
if there were more dags than usual falling on the board or “Tar” if there were
a cut to seal to prevent strike. I am kept busy piling up the dags and keeping
the board clean.

Time flies. Mel calls Smoke-o. There is tea and scones, cake to
which is added a bottle of home brew red wine from the cellar under the

Diana Bassett-Smith

shed for the men. I am given home brewed ginger beer. No alcohol for
children. (Many years later after my marriage while we were reminiscing and
enjoying a red wine with dinner, Mel told me about the great reds that I had
missed.)

Shearing would recommence after a one hour lunch break, a visible
watch would be hung on a well-placed nail on a post, the yards became
whiter as the shearing progressed. Four o’clock. Shearing stopped. Another
bottle of red for the men. Ginger beer and brownie cake for me, then home
in the ute to milk the cows.

Next day I would ride over and the same routine would be repeated.
Then, with the shearing finished, I would start for home riding my pony with
the dogs controlling the somewhat hungry sheep as they grazed their way
home.

I just reveled in the shearing time. Sheep were in my blood. Little
did I realize that many years later with my children we would establish one of
the early Poll Dorset Studs in Kangaroo Ground, where we now graze cattle.

- Illustration by Joan Pickard.



NEW ZEALAND VISITORS

Dear Sister,

I was up at Terang a month ago. I found Ruth
a good deal better than she had been.

Joseph Stevenson (1848-1914) was writing to his sister Ellen Little in 1913.
He reports on a visit to their sister Ruth Sadler and mentions a possible visit
by his son Joseph from New Zealand.

Four of Joseph’s many sons emigrated to New Zealand in the 1890s.
The youngest of the four, George, was one of the family’s many skilled
carpenters. In 1900 George found himself comfortably settled into the New
Zealand household where there were two lovely daughters. At the age of 21
he married one of them. Soon there was a family of six children, and this
photo shows five of them with their parents George and Winifred: -

Amongst their many descendants are three who journeyed to Kangaroo
Ground this year, two of them a mother and daughter, Joy Diamond and
Nicola McLaughlin. They planned their visit carefully. “Are we likely to
encounter snakes?” they asked, when a walk across country to see the
Stevenson Oak at Kelvin Grove was mentioned in a preliminary e-mail. So
instead of bringing snake protection, they brought cameras, laptops, a box of
delicious Auckland chocolates and a large package of photos and documents.
Days were spent photographing, photocopying every skerrick of Stevenson
material in the Museum’s archives, and there was also a visit to Bessie Kelso
at Motdialloc, one of the Museum’s living treasures, and a granddaughter of
the Ellen Little mentioned in the second paragraph above.

“Many of my relatives lived to great ages and retained their powers
right to the end,” commented Nicola, while we were enjoying coffee at the
Kangaroo Ground Store. “I’'m in my early 30s, and look forward to another
60 or more years of family research.”

Nicola McLauglin (née Diamond) in the Auckland Town Hall where
the staircase and wooden banister rails were built by her great-
grandfather George Stevenson.



WHO PLANTED THE STEVBNSON OAK? Stevenson Descendant Chart showing relationship between

Joseph Stevenson (1802-1878) and Robert Louis Stevenson
(1850-1894).

Robert Stevenson
(1675-1733)
Robert Stevenson
(1720-1764)
|__| Robert Stevenson
(1750-)
William Stevenson
Joseph Stevenson | S
((1802-1878)
Nicola McLaughlin may be seen standing beside the trunk of the e Alan Stevenson
magnificent Stevenson Oak, Kangaroo Ground. {ifEn
In a hut that he built himself during his years of widowerhood, Joseph |_ Robert Stevenson
Stevenson lived alone close to where this oak tree stands. Nowadays known (1772-1850)

as the Stevenson Oak, it is one of the most magnificent sights in the district.
There is a story linking this tree with an acorn collected from

Windsor Great Park. According to the story, a son of James Bruce (1ere-186) |
Donaldson (1757-1856), the first owner of the central square miles of

Kangaroo Ground, returning from abroad with acorns gathered from ‘ Robert Louis Balfour Stevenson
Windsor Great Park, took one to his father’s old friend, Joseph Stevenson. It (1850-1894)

was planted, and it became the tree seen in the above picture. The tree may
have this pedigree, but not Joseph Stevenson’s involvement in its planting.
He died in 1878 and the visit to Window Great Park occurred eleven years
later.

Robert Louis
Stevenson




BRUCE NIXON, THE MUSEUM’S PATRON

“I knew that as soon as I could, I needed to live in Kangaroo Ground.”

During a night “on the town” recently, Museum Patron Bruce Nixon
explained how circumstances and chances dictated important decisions in his
life.

Bruce grew up in Waterdale Road, Ivanhoe at a time when the heirs
to Kangaroo Ground’s pioneering Donaldson family were the next door
neighbours. There was not just a Donaldson family saga that he heard
mentioned, there were the large old houses in which family members lived,
the bluestone stables, the bridges over the creek, and the various arbours,
aviaries and outbuildings that any young boy would love to explore.

As the years passed so grew the need to explore the family’s
background, especially their years in Kangaroo Ground. All this was satisfied
in the early 1960s when Bruce and his wife and three of their four children
became Kangaroo Ground residents.

Circumstances changed thereafter and Bruce had relocated to Yarra
Glen by the time he helped establish the Andrew Ross Museum in 1993. His
initiative, energy and generous support remain to this day. Meanwhile,
another chance occurrence activated a new burst of creative energy. I think it
was in the Melbourne Treasury where there was an exhibition of sketches by
Governor Charles LaTrobe, that Bruce was heard to explain, “He’s sketched
the view from my front verandah!” This was true. Bruce was able to
confirm that Governor LaTrobe had stood where Bruce now lived, while he
painted his first picture in Victoria.

What followed have been busy years for Bruce, including, the
publication of two important volumes of LaTrobe’s sketches, diaries and
writings, and the placing of a statue of LaTrobe near the corner of Latrobe
and Swanston Streets.

There is a LaTrobe connection with Kangaroo Ground. Hearing
that local residents were eager to start a school here in 1851, LaTrobe gave an
encouraging donation, and soon Andrew Ross was appointed its first
principle.

Drawing all this together in the near future will be a LaTrobe
exhibition at the Andrew Ross Museum.

15 - John Austin

WHY WE CAN'T FORGET

It seemed to historian Harry Gilham that local armed forces personnel who
were killed during two world wars had been forgotten. Here was Harry,
standing beside the Memorial Tower at Kangaroo Ground, 11" November
2002 at 11am. He stood alone and he remained alone.

Nearly six years later, Harry and other concerned organizations and
community members have ensured that this lonely vigil is unlikely to occur
again. Harry instituted research to gather and update information about all
those who should be commemorated. The memorial plaques have been
refurbished. The surrounding park and its facilities have been much
improved. A splendid viewing platform has been created at ground level —
offering an alternative for those who can no longer ascend the tower.

The photo included here was recently added to the Museum’s
collection. It shows part of
the much larger attendance
at the Memorial Tower,
Armistace Day 2005. At the
left is long-time Kangaroo
Ground  resident  Betty
Wickham who supplied the
tree that Ken King is
planting. The tree has been
regenerated from the only
pine tree at Gallipoli to
survive World War One.

Others there are (left
to right) Mick Woiwod, Alex
Melachiori, Clare Watson,
Ann Brewster and Peter
Gurney.




A BALL

(for the benefit of Robert Clough)
WILL BE HELD IN
MRS WELLER’S BARN,
KANGAROO GROUND,

ON FRIDAY, JUNE 20TH 1888.

_—— -

Ticket (Admitting Gentleman and Lady) 3s.
Dancing to commence at 8 o’clock sharp.
Tickets can be obtained from the following stewards : -

Messrs R Weller, E Weller, G Wippell, J Bell jun., and

W Scarce. destroyed in a cyclone

HOT NEWS ...

... for readers who reckon our articles are too
long and their subjects too old.

Although she hotly denies it, we believe this is Margaret
Woiwod window shopping in the Block Arcade,
Melbourne, photographed in 1956 by Mark Strizic.

Museum life member FEugénie
Hawkes, seen here with son
Reuben, is the Museum’s new
Membership  Secretary. Says

husband  Spike contritely, “She’s good —at
administration”.

The Museum’s ex-patriot Canadian illustrator and

proof-reader, Joan Pickard, has decided to stay with
l\ us, despite having half the roof of her Eltham home
eatlier this year.

He specialises in just two letters, but almost the whole
alphabet is required to print his name. He’s Geoffrey
Rhys Maddern-Wellington, and he’s the Museum’s IT
expert.

Salli and husband Mark Caruana are displaying
beautifully framed photos from the Museum’s
collection in their family’s Kangaroo Ground Store.
But keep watching the Store’s roof!
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