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THE STEVENSON STORY – Part 2 
 

RESETTLING IN THE BUSH, NORTH EAST OF 
MELBOURNE 

 
Joseph Stevenson, Scottish immigrant at age 40, could look 
back on ten years in his new homeland, Australia.  During 
the last two or three he had worked and invested in its 
newly-established settlement, Melbourne.   
 Now, with a young wife, two children, profits from 
land sales, and a new set of wood-cutting tools, Joseph 
loaded all onto bullock wagons and led them into the bush 
north east of Melbourne.  Settling near what is now 
Diamond Creek, and working with his bullock team in the 
forests, he soon collected around him other “splitters” as 
they were called, cutting and transporting loads of timber 
for the construction of dwellings.  
 It was an accident with one of his bullocks that 
commemorated all this.  His lead bullock, named 
“Diamond” drowned in the local creek.  Thus the creek and 
later the Melbourne outer suburb acquired the name 
“Diamond Creek”.   
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 Meanwhile, Joseph’s parcel of investment properties in 
Melbourne was gaining value.  Early in 1842 he sold one of the 
blocks and the store he had erected on it for £420. Now he could 
become one of those early Australian pioneers who could acquire 
by Crown grant tracts of land almost as large as the county in 
which they were born.   
 Joseph’s choice was 440 hectares further inland to the 
north east.  Here Joseph and his family re-established themselves.  
In the same year, James Donaldson, another Scottish immigrant, 
acquired the central square mile of a nearby district called 
Kangaroo Grounds.   
 Now began a seven year period during which Joseph “lived 
off the land”. A dwelling was the first requirement.  He selected a 
site near the junction of Five Mile Creek and Watsons Creek.  
Haste rather than precision dictated the work, for there were 
already four small children.  The house was a stringy bark timber 
structure lined with wattle bark.   Nowadays Peter and Jane Russ 
occupy this site, 1597 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd, Christmas Hills,  
seen here in a Don Brown photo: - 
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Three year old Jane Stevenson saw something she 
remembered for the rest of her life.  Peering in at her through a 
window of the newly-erected dwelling was an Aboriginal. Such 
encounters were rare, apparently.  Joseph and his family occupied 
part of a large tract of land known by the Aborigines as Nillumbik 
or “bad – lands”.  It was light country with shallow, stony soil and 
from the Aboriginal perspective was poor hunting ground.  The 
Aboriginal tribal dislocation and resettlement troubles were 
apparently not part of the Stevenson saga.   
 Probably living with Joseph and his family was his youngest 
brother-in-law William Boyd.  Joseph’s wife Ruth had cared for her 
young brother ever since their mother died in Sydney when he was 
two years old.  William died In Sydney during the family’s years at 
Christmas Hills. 
 After years of toil, 
Joseph had built not only a 
dwelling but also a barn and 
sheep yards nearby.  He had 
ventured into sheep farming 
after a squatter in the district, 
Henry Arthur, was declared 
bankrupt and sold his stock 
cheaply to Joseph.   
 Needing a shepherd. 
Joseph travelled to Melbourne and engaged a Welsh-born 
emancipated convict, David Christmas.  Left to make his own way 
towards the junction of Watsons Creek and Five Mile Creek, David 
became lost. After aimless wandering for days in rocky, steep 
scrub country, during which time he is said to have eaten his dog,  

 David began to hear 
the sound of bells.  These 
hung from Joseph Stevenson’s 
bullocks.  He staggered 
towards the grazing animals 
and stayed with them until 
Joseph came to collect them 
that evening.  Soon the family 
were calling the hill  on which  
 
 

3 

David was rescued “Christmas Hill”.  Later, Joseph named his 
property “Christmas Hills Station”.  Nowadays the whole locality is 
called Christmas Hills.    
 Thus another district gained its name from the  Stevenson 
saga.  Another child, Robert, was added to Joseph and Ruth’s 
family in 1843.  Later in life Robert was able to boast that he was 
“the first white child born in Christmas Hills”.      

 
 

Bullock wagons, made by Joseph Stevenson, photographed 1965 
 

   
- compiled by John Austin from Museum files, records 

provided by Stevenson descendants Vera Love, Douglas 
Love and Nicola McLaughlin, Mick Woiwod’s research and 

publications, photos and sketches courtesy John T Collins 
and Don Brown.    

-  
 

CORRECTION. In the first instalment of the “Stevenson Story”, I 
named the ship on which Joseph emigrated the Hurricane.  
Douglas Love’s research shows it to have been the Wellington.     
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A TREE GROWS IN WATERDALE ROAD, 
IVANHOE. 

During the latter decades of the 1800s, 
Kangaroo Ground was “managed” from 
Waterdale Road, Ivanhoe. Old James 
Donaldson, the original owner of Kangaroo 
Ground’s central square mile had died long 
since.  The eldest son and daughter. both 
unmarried, lived out their lives in the original 
Kangaroo Ground homestead, but the two 
younger sons and their wives relocated to Waterdale Road, 
Ivanhoe.  Son John inherited the role of landlord/landowner.  The 
interests of son James Thomas Donaldson (above right) lay in 
horticulture. 
 Someone else who shared James’ interest was Charles 
Draper.  Seven years older than James, the two became 
acquainted when James’ father, in the last year of his life,  
engaged Charles as tenant farmer and later farm overseer of his 
Kangaroo Ground property.   
 After five or six years at Kangaroo Ground, Charles selected 
40 hectares of land suitable for fruit growing at Arthur’s Creek. 
This was in 1862. Here Charles established and developed an 
orchard. Some of its first fruit trees were brought from Kangaroo 
Ground.  The project was quickly successful and soon Charles was 
one of the first orchardists in Victoria to export fruit.  His fruit was 
displayed at the Vienna International Exhibition in 1873.  He is 
reported to have shown 97 varieties of fruit at the Centenial 
Exhibition , Philadelphia, three years later.    

 The project grew further.  By 
1889 there were 50 hectares of fruit 
trees.  By then, Charles had become  the 
first large scale orchardist in the Arthur’s 
Creek and Diamond Creek district.  He 
helped form the Arthur’s Creek 
Fruitgrowers’ Association and was its 
first president.  During these years James 
Donaldson and Charles Draper (left) 
maintained their friendship.  Both men 
exhibited  fruit   at   the      Horticultural 
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Society of Victoria’s annual show 1872, each winning first prize in 
their respective sections.  Charles gave James wax replicas of fruit  
Charles  had exhibited at the great International Exhibition, 
Melbourne, in 1880.  He also planted  a    Moreton   Bay   Fig  tree   
on the  property James   Donaldson  occupied in Waterdale Road, 
Ivanhoe.  Over time this tree became known by members of the 
Donaldson family as “Old Draper’s Tree”. Today a public swimming 
pool and car park occupy the former Donaldson properties in 
Waterdale Road.  All that remains is the Moreton Bay Fig tree – 
perhaps now one of the oldest and tallest trees in the district.   
 

- compiled by John Austin from information, documents and Charles Draper 
photo provided by Museum subscriber Bruce Draper.   

 
 

 
 
 

- photo by Spike Hawkes. 
6 



ROTARY CLUB VISIT TO MUSEUM ON 18 
NOVEMBER 2008 

 
On 18 November 2008 the Andrew Ross Museum 
rounded off a busy year by hosting a most 
productive visit by 35 members of the Eltham 
Rotary Club which saw its president 
demonstrate the club’s appreciation by 
donating $500 towards updates to the 
museum’s computer technology. With seven 
volunteers on deck to welcome the club in for 

the evening, our guests as they arrived were given a brief tour of 
the museum’s latest displays during which nibbles and drinks were 
served all round.  
 As has been the tradition over recent years, the museum 
drew upon local resources around it to make the evening a 
success. For example, Roger Male who a few years ago had 
established the nearby Evelyn County Vineyards and served a term 
as museum chairman, generously donated a range of his excellent 
Kangaroo Ground wines whilst Mark Caruana, our current 
storekeeper across the road, helped out with the evening’s 
refreshments. 
 We were pleased to see among our Rotary Club guests, Gill 
Aussems, who when he owned the above store between 1985 and 
1989 had restored it so magnificently to what it had been when 
rebuilt after having been burnt to the ground on New Year’s eve 
1898.  
 Upon arrival, our guests were invited to take a brief tour of 
the museum during which drinks and nibbles were served. They 
were then invited into the adjacent school’s recently restored 
1878 Heritage Classroom’ where the principal had everything in 
perfect order for the big event to begin.  
 In the weeks leading up to the night, the museum’s IT 
specialist, Rhys Maddern-Wellington, had resurrected a forgotten 
audiotape that years ago had been scripted to tell the life and 
times of Andrew Ross and redeveloped it further into a highly 
informative modern day DVD complete with archival pictures and 
music. Also projected on to the cinema screen that evening was 
Rhy’s ‘This Old House’ DVD, both of which drew a range of 
favourable comment and questions from an appreciative audience. 
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All told, a most successful evening rounded off with further 
drinks and nibbles. Many thanks to all who assisted, particularly 
Laurie Murray, the school principal, Anne Maloney, Barb Snell, 
Eleanor Fowler, Diana Bassett-Smith and Marg Woiwod. 

 
 
 

-----♦----- 
 
 

 
WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE  PETITION  of 1891 

 
The year 2008 marks one hundred years 
when a bill was passed in the Victorian 

Parliament to give women the vote. 
 

The Women’s Suffrage Petition of 1891 is a 
unique and exceptional document of Australia.  

It is known as the ‘Monster Petition’ due to its length as it 
measures 260 metres and carries some thirty thousand signatures 
of Victorians who supported the right of women to ‘Vote on Equal 
Terms with Men’.  It must have created quite a sight when 
presented to the Victorian parliament in September 1891.  
 In 1901 Australia became the first nation in the world to 
grant women the right to vote and the right to stand for 
parliament and it was not until 1908 that the right of Victorian 
women to vote in their state elections was enshrined in law.  
 The Women’s Suffrage Petition has been placed on the 
Victorian Heritage Register (Victoria’s highest heritage honour) 
and has been included on the UNESCO-sponsored Australian 
Memory of the World Register.   
  

- The above information was derived from Proactive, The magazine of 
Public Record Office Victoria. 

 
Upon checking the Petition it was established that among the 
thirty thousand signatures were none belonging to Kangaroo 
Ground women. 
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Mick Woiwod 

 

 
 Martha Wike  

  
 

 
 



 
The following information was extracted from Mick Woiwod’s  

 Kangaroo Ground- The Highland Taken by kind permission of the author. 
 

Women of the District – There, But Seldom Described 
 
It was not until 1984 with the publication of Marjorie Motschall’s 
Wildwood Days at Panton Hill that past life experiences of women 
in the district came to be portrayed in a fashion that allowed them 
to be seen  as real flesh and  blood people.    Despite all  that  was  
written into the records, and the considerable spread of literary  
works dealing with the district – such as those of Furphy, Ross, 
Bonwick, Davison, McGinnis and Marshall – women scarcely appear, 
except as bit players in the story unfolding.  It took Wildwood Days 
to change all that and capture something of the ethos of women 
and how they saw the saga of district life unravelling. (1) 
 ………….Most would have remembered too, the occasion 
years before, when others of their sex had attempted to make 
their point on the issue of women’s suffrage.  All would have seen 
it in the Evelyn Observer of 10 February 1899. 
     It appears that at the Council Meeting held at Kangaroo 
Ground earlier that week, the Shire Secretary tabled a letter 
addressed to Council from the Women’s Franchise League, stating 
that it proposed moving towards having the law against women 
voting in Council Elections removed.  The letter concluded by 
suggesting that if the Shire had any objections to the move would 
it please state its grounds. (2) 
 The request evoked the following exchange: 
 
Cr Farrell:  ‘Oh let them stop at home and mind the children.’ 
The Secretary:  ‘Presumably you are against it Gentlemen.  What 
reason will I give?’ 
Cr Cameron:  ‘Wise men don’t give reasons.’ 
Cr Scott:  “Because” -  that’s a woman’s reason. 
Cr Bell:  ‘We are unanimously against it in the interest of women 
themselves.  I move that we disapprove of it.’ 
Seconded by Cr Herbert; carried unanimously. (3) (28) 
 
     It proved to be the first shots locally of a campaign for 
women  to  be  given  the  right  to  vote,  a  right  they  would  be  
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granted, in part, with Federation.  Even so, it was to take a 
further fifty-two years before the Shire of Eltham elected its first 
woman councillor  –  Mrs. A.M. Peake;  just six years  later she was  
followed Charis Pelling who in 1963 became the Shire’s first 
woman President.  Many have since followed in their footsteps. (4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The book Kangaroo Ground The Highland Taken by Mick 
Woiwod was published in 1994 and was generously funded by Bruce 
Nixon, Yarra Glen resident (ex Kangaroo Ground).  All profits from 
this publication were set aside for the benefit of the Andrew Ross 
Museum, Kangaroo Ground.  For sometime now it has been out of 
print, last time we checked with antiquarian bookshops and 
others, were advised that they do not come in the market often, 
the last sale was at $150.00.  

As we get lots of requests for its availability, we anticipate 
being able to reprint this book, hopefully in the near future.  Any 
person who wishes to purchase this book could you please register 
your interest with Martha Wike, Secretary of the Andrew Ross 
Museum. 
 
(1)  Kangaroo Ground The Highland Taken.  p. 280. 
(2)  ibid.  p. 281. 
(3)  (4)  ibid.  p. 282. 
(28) Evelyn Observer. 10 February 1899. 
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BUSHFIRE HORROR 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Soon after Museum Secretary Martha Wike submitted the 
preceding above article (Pages 8-10), her St Andrews dwelling and 
farm property were completely destroyed during the bushfires 
which raged in the Kinglake area, Saturday, February 7th.   

Most of our readers will have been affected in some way by 
these bushfires.  All will join in wishing Martha and her family all 
possible strength and courage to restart their lives all over again.     
 To date, Kangaroo Ground has been spared from the 
inferno that has caused so much destruction and loss of life.  
Museum Patron Bruce Nixon has not been so fortunate, however.  
Buildings, fodder and fencing have been destroyed on his Yarra 
Glen property. 
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BRIEF LIVES 
 

In the diary he kept throughout his years as Kangaroo Ground’s 
first schoolmaster, Andrew Ross recorded many deaths of children.  
As found everywhere else in those years, families were large but 
infant mortality was high.   
 One of Andrew Ross’s first and youngest pupils died during 
his first weeks at the school.  This was Judith Furphy, not quite 
four years old.  Her death resulted in the Kangaroo Ground 
Cemetery being established in 1851.     
 Judith is thus remembered as the first to be interred at the 
Kangaroo Ground Cemetery.  She is also a footnote in the many 
biographies devoted to her famous brothers John and Joseph 
Furphy.  Less well-remembered is Thomas Jardine, another of 
Andrew Ross’s pupils.  Thomas was a son of one of Kangaroo 
Ground’s earliest settlers, John Jardine.  There had been five 
children in that family but two of them and their mother died soon 
after emigrating to Australia from England.  In 1853, Thomas was 
ten years old, and Ross recalled in his published “Reminiscences” -  
 

On Feburary 5th of this year I had occasion to 
visit the Yan Yean on a melancholy errand.  It was 
to escort the remains of a much valued school 
pupil, Thomas Jardine, from his sister’s Mrs 
Patterson’s residence to the Kangaroo Ground 
Cemetery. He had felt unwell during the 
Christmas holidays, but soon after the 
reassembling he became much worse and desired 
to be with his married sister.  He had been at the 
top of the school’s highest class for a long time, 
and was remarkable for his early proficiency, but 
this precociousness is so often the harbinger of 
early dissolution.  A very large company followed 
the remains to the grave over which I pronounced 
the following eulogium: “I never had to employ 
towards him a word of reproof; he never failed to 
reply correctly to any question; his facility in 
receiving and retaining knowledge was 
remarkable; and he was exemplary in conduct”.     
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Thomas’s grave is unmarked.  Stroll around the grounds of the 
Kangaroo Ground School today however, and in a quiet corner you 
will find a little garden with a seat.  It is called Callum’s Garden, 
and Callum was a pupil at the school who died suddenly in 2002  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

- photo Eugénie Hawkes.   
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ALL OVER THE PLACE 
 
Sip a quiet iced 
coffee, read today’s 
paper, select a DVD to 
take home, and enjoy 
all around you scenes 
from the life of 
Kangaroo Ground.  
Current proprietors Salli 
and Mark Caruana and 
their family members 

and ever-attentive staff 
provide all this and more 
nowadays at the Kangaroo 
Ground Store.   
 Mark and his sister-
in-law Casey selected 
scores of photo from the 
Museum’s collection, had 
them framed, and ranged 
them in a permanent 
exhibition in the store’s 
interior.  You’ll see more 
of the same, much 
enlarged, lining the parking area.  There’s even a “baby” photo of 
the store in its earliest 1890s years displayed on the roof.          
 

- photos courtesy Eugénie Hawkes 
 

----♦ ---- 
 

LOCAL COACH TOURS 
 

The  ever-resourceful  Mick and  Marg  Woiwod  have  
been granted use of a bus, by the Shire Council, for tours of 
local places of interest.  The first tour will be in May. For 
more information ring 9439 5679. 
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FAMILY  REUNIONS 
 

Autumn 2008.  My cousin rang me from Scotland 
to say he way thinking of coming out in October.  
It was arranged for him to stay at least a week.  
My brain went into top gear.  Perhaps the time 
was ripe for a family reunion. Yes,  So what form 
and when was the next step.   

The descendants of my –Great-Great-
Grandfather James Balfour (1830-1913) …. 

Choosing October 12th …. Booking Weller’s…. Reviewing the 
outdated family tree … Invitations, to whom?  I chose four key 
members and over cups of tea and several phone calls drew up the 
list.  Our daughter-in-law Janet’s computer did the rest. Basically, 
we sent out five invitations, and enclosed others with stamps and 
envelopes.   

Time passed.  My Scottish cousin Oliver arrived.   Wellers 
were helpful as numbers increased.  Lots of fun, phone calls, and 
letters with family information.    The perfect spring day 
arrived, the many descendants of James Balfour met together.  
Lots of chatter.  I forgot my camera – still there are photos.  
Family from Victoria, New South Wales, America, Scotland – ninety 
years down to babes in arms.   

Now to the link with Kangaroo Ground.  The Stevenson 
family.  James Balfour MLC was a first cousin of Robert Louis 
Stevenson.  Remember his book Kidnapped?  That famous author’s 
mother was Margaret Balfour, and his father was a distant cousin 
of the Joseph Stevenson whose story is currently being serialized  
in this Chroncle. 
 

----♦---- 
 

Rochelle Weller reports that there is to be a Weller family 
reunion, March 1st, at Lockington in Northern Victoria.  In that 
district live many of the descendants of John Weller who was at 
one time Kangaroo Ground’s busiest blacksmith and father of 17 
children.   Rochelle has provided this photo showing him with his 
second wife, Clara Rosamund Kidd – their youngest daughter 
standing in front of John. 
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----♦---- 
 

FAREWELL TO KANGAROO GROUND 
 

Older readers might identify with the feelings expressed in the 
following letter. Read how a former Kangaroo Ground resident felt 
after selling his Nicholas Lane property in 1959: - 
 

And now we are learning to become town 
people.  No more magpies in the garden, no 
kookaburras, no lovely sunsets.  I feel that I 
must start my stained glass work as soon as 
possible so as to fight against old age.  The 
feeling of being a useless decadent human at 
a period in history where all is different to 
what it was.  (There’s) no place for dreamers, 
no sentimentality. 

 
- Johann Edward De Castella, writing to Clare Watson, 1959. 
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Diana    

Bassett-
Smith 

 



BIRCH COTTAGE SAVED! 
 

 
 

Several years ago, an ancient cottage at Christmas Hills received 
more attention and was more often photographed, possibly, than 
any other building, ancient or modern, in the Shire of Nillumbik. It 
used to front the road leading from Kangaroo Ground to Yarra 
Glen, but the road has moved away. Drive to Yarra Glen nowadays 
and you’ll be lucky to glimpse the rusty corrugated roof and the 
ruined sheds some distance down on the left.  
 For about a year recently, many Andrew Ross Museum 
members worked devotedly to discover this cottage’s story and to 
arouse interest in having it maintained.  Maps and titles were 
searched, the cottage was photographed from every angle, Don 
Brown mounted an exhibition at the Museum, a DVD was prepared 
by Rhys Maddern-Wellington, petitions were circulated, and 
descendants and friends of former occupiers were invited to 
provide recollections and photos.    
 Another organization giving the cottage some attention was 
Park Victoria.   

Time passed.   
It seemed that nothing more could be done.   
Museum members gave their attention to other things.   

 Imagine how gratifying it was, therefore. in December last 
year, to learn that Parks Victoria had received a grant to cover the 
cost of undertaking major repairs to the cottage!  Park Victoria’s 
Kylie Tarence brought the news to the Museum, together with a 
detailed illustrated, proposed works schedule.   The repairs are 
expected to begin in March 2009. 
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GEORGE TAYLOR (1911-2009) 
Long-time Museum life 
subscriber and generous 
donor George Taylor (right 
with his wife Daisy) died 
recently.  Trace George’s 
history back several 
generations  and you come 
indirectly to Andrew Ross.  
 The link is the weekly 
newspaper, the Evelyn 
Observer.  Andrew Ross 
established this regional newspaper in 1873.  It appeared every 
Friday, it cost 3d, and its circulation reached almost all parts of 
Victoria.   

 Amongst the apprentice printers 
engaged during the paper’s early years was 
Robert Charles Harris (left), son of a St 
Andrews schoolmaster.   In 1885, Harris 
obtained full ownership of the Evelyn 
Observer. Originally published in Kangaroo 
Ground, its offices were transferred to 
Hurstbridge where publication continued until 
the time of Harris’s death in 1921.  One of 
Harris’s daughters was George Taylor’s 
mother. 
 Several months ago George and Daisy 
donated to the Museum an Evelyn Observer 
ledger (see right).  Leaf through its pages and 

you’ll glimpse the daily transactions, the alphabetical listing of 
account customers, agents, suppliers and much more that records 
the busy activities of a newspaper 
office.   
 George’s stories, his paintings 
and his willingness to chat (‘Yes, I can 
hear you today, I’ve remembered my 
hearing aid.”) – all will be missed.  
Survivors include Daisy, the two 
daughters, the grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.   

18 



The Argus 

 
 

FROM THE MELBOURNE “ARGUS”, 28th August 1851 
 

We have received from a correspondent the following cheering 
account of the advance that his district has made within the last 
few years: - 
 
There is no portion of Victoria that has undergone a greater 
transformation than the Kangaroo Ground. Scarcely nine years has 
elapsed since the now highly cultivated spot was a dense bush 
studded with huge gum, Stringy bark and other trees, also rocks, 
rank grass etc abounding with kangaroos and inhabited by the wild 
blackfellow.  A portion (640 acres) was purchase by James 
Donaldson, esq., who, with his industrious family settled there; he 
was soon followed by William Bell, who purchased fifty acres of 
the same, and shoulder to shoulder, Scotsman like, they 
commenced operations, and their progress unduced many others 
to follow, and also settle there; and by unremitting habits of 
economy and industry, twenty one fo the best (though small) 
cultivated farms in the colonies have been established.  Their 
mode of cultivation is chiefly “on the Scotch principle” which 
generally has the precedence.  At present their wheat oats and 
barley are looking luxuriant and well. They are also famous for 
potatoes and also that herbage (which no farm having stock should 
want) Swedish turnips which are very serviceable in nourishing and  
domesticating cattle in dry seasons especially.  A fine sample of 
flax grown by Mr Donaldson has just been shown to us; and 
doubtless this article may be grown with as much success and 
rendered as important to this country as an export as it is to 
Ireland.  W only want the necessary machinery, which is easily 
procured, to render the said article fit for export. 
 
- Mick Woiwod unearthed this article and believes, as does the editor, 

that “the style appears to be that of Andrew Ross”. 
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OUR READERS SAY… 
The museum publishes a fantastic quarterly 
Kangaroo Ground chronicle which is delivered 
to many readers. The Chronicle has some great 
articles and facts about the district and the 
MAP managers always take time to read the 
excellent publication.  

-  Bridget Forbes 
Manager Museums Australia (Victoria) 

 
Congratulations on the Stevenson 

article.  I enjoyed reading it. 
 

- Dick Austin 
Kangaroo Ground 

 
Mum and I couldn't 

sit down quickly enough this 
afternoon after finding the Chronicle in the 
mailbox today. Loved the article on Joseph 
Stevenson. I always seem to learn something 

new from your writing.  I'm so glad that you are gathering 
everyone's knowledge of Joseph Stevenson and sharing it via the 
Chronicle. 

- Nicola McLaughlin, Auckland, New Zealand 
 
 

As a relative newcomer to the area, I find 
the Chronicle a wealth of information about the 
district. The local history of the region draws 
attention to those things which make this area 
such a significant place in our State and vividly 
re-creates a dimension which would otherwise stay hidden or be 
lost. The tireless efforts of the staff at the Museum enable people 
such as myself to enjoy an insight into Kangaroo Ground as it was 
in the convenience of an impressive colourful publication. I learn 
something new every edition – keep up the great work! 

- Laurie Murray 
Principal  

Kangaroo Ground Primary School 
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John, I never felt more at home at anytime in my life as I do here 
in Kangaroo Ground.  I love everything about this beautiful little 
hamlet, the people, the scenery, the serenity and of course the 
beautiful fauna and flora.  And it goes without saying just how 
blessed I have been to live on the most beautiful property Pigeon 
Bank.  I have loved working around Pigeon Bank, making 
improvements and sharing it where and when I could.   
 I have enjoyed reading the Chronicle over the years and 
will continue to do so when I have made a new home somewhere 
else. 
 I have enjoyed helping the Museum where I could and will 
be proud that my extremely miniscule involvement will be part of 
the history of Kangaroo Ground. 

- Sue James 
Pigeon Bank, Kangaroo Ground    

 
 

… AND WE WELCOME THREE NEW LIFETIME SUBSCRIBERS: -   
 

Sue James (see above) and her family occupied Kangaroo 
Ground’s historic Pigeon Bank property 2000 to 2009.   
 
Shirley Wilson is a long-time friend of the Museum who 
contributed a diary kept by her ancestor Thomas Young (1824-
1910) which formed the basis of Mick Woiwod’s book Golden Days 
at the Caledonian Diggings. 
 
Dr Roderick Chappel is a son of Keith Lytton Chappel, a former 
Assistant Surveyor General of Victoria, who spent his retirement 
years in further land development research, especially relating to 
the Eltham and Diamond Creek districts.    
 

… AND THERE’S MORE … 
 

Harry Dumont, one of our subscribers, has provided a 
year’s subscription for his cousin, Gordon Weller.      
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You are invited to attend the 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

of the   
 

Andrew Ross Museum, 
 

Friday, April 24th, 7pm 
 

Le Pine’s 
 

848 Main Road, Eltham. 
 

 
 

Following the meeting, Mick Woiwod will speak and answer 
questions about the many books he has produced.  He is 
currently engaged in preparing a second edition of one of 
them -  Kangaroo Ground – Its Land and Its People – and it is 
hoped that copies will be available.   
 

Supper afterwards in the splendid reception room. 
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