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WE WISH YOU ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 

A HAPPY, PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!!  



Launch of the Museums new publication ‘ANOTHER VIEW OF 

KANGAROO GROUND: ITS LAND AND ITS PEOPLE, by Mick Woiwod 

On Sunday 1‘ November, approximately 30 members and friends of the Andrew Ross Museum gathered at 

the old school building for the official Banner, Book & Stevenson Exhibition launch. 

Through the enthusiastic efforts of Martha Wike, the Museum obtained a grant for the purchase of a roll 

up, screen-type banner, enabling contact details for the ARM to be displayed on relevant occasions. 

Noted local author and historian, Mick Woiwod led a keen audience through the background of his newest 

book, ‘Another View of Kangaroo Ground: Its Land and Its People’. ($20.00) 

This wonderfully informative book covers the history of this area, from its geological roots, through its 

numerous vegetative changes, from its Aboriginal inhabitants to its European settlers, through fires and 

droughts, and everything between. 

Don Brown, the Museum’s curator, explained his latest exhibition, which traces the colourful history of the 

Stevenson family and their connection to Kangaroo Ground. 

Besides conducting painstaking research, Don has put together an exhibition covering most aspects of the 

many members of this incredible pioneering family. 

Thanks go to Laurie Murray, Principal of the Kangaroo Ground Primary School, for his support in setting 

up the school’s library/art room (annexe of the ARM) and loan of multi-media equipment, and those 

wonderful volunteers who ensured that, not only were we well informed, we were also well fed and 

watered. 

Warwick Leeson 

  
John Austin’s work with the Andrew Ross Museum. 

Over the ten or more years that John has been with the Andrew Ross Museum, he has been amongst its 

most enthusiastic volunteers. Every Thursday morning or Sunday afternoon would find him on duty at his 

desk busily archiving the museum’s research material on to the museum computer. For him, it had been a 

massive challenge, frequently interrupted by visitors seeking a tour of exhibits or with questions for him to 

answer about the Kangaroo Ground story. 
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Having lived locally since 1955, John has a deep personal knowledge of the district which, when added to 
his years of pouring over museum records, has seen him particularly well equipped to perform the further 

duty of editing the museum’s quarterly Kangaroo Ground Chronicle. 

Today, under John Austin’s ten year editorship, the Kangaroo Ground Chronicle has become widely 
recognised as one of the best such publications in the Yarra Valley. Another of John’s great strengths has 
been his interest and skill in genealogy which has seen him build up detailed profiles on most all families 

who have lived in Kangaroo Ground over the past 158 years. 

Whilst with the Andrew Ross Museum, John has personally written 110 deeply researched articles on such 
issues as land ownership, wineries, hotels, historic homesteads local eccentrics and famous people and 

sundry other personalities — even how his own Flat Rock Road gained its name. 

John graduated from the University of Melbourne with a Degree and a Diploma of Education in 1967 and 

over subsequent years has taught Music and English at Ivanhoe Grammar School and Templestowe High. 

He has four high achieving adult children, many grandchildren and has recently completed a 

comprehensive biography of his late wife, Shirley. 

John has recently returned to work with the Education Dept. and has retired from his museum chair 

position to give greater attention to his family and other interests. He is greatly missed at the Andrew Ross 
Museum and its volunteers hope to see him back on deck one day whenever that may become possible. 

  

NEW ACQUISITIONS 
A Bird Egg Collection from the19" century. 

Photo and information regarding the ‘David Clarke’, the ship on which Andrew Ross sailed to Australia. 

Two paintings of views from Pigeon Bank, by Vera Jackson granddaughter of Evan Hugh Cameron of 

Pigeon Bank, kindly donated by her sister Jessie Bull, which are now are hanging in the Museum. 

Books from Bruce Nixon, “Charles Joseph Latrobe Australian Notes 1859 — 1854, which includes 

vonderful photos and information. 
Oonaldson books, and copies of: ‘Last Cry’, ‘Kangaroo Ground — Highland Taken’, 

and photos of Kangaroo Ground taken in 1996.     
  

  

NEW MEMBERS and VOLUNTEERS 
New members are always welcomed with open arms. We are open Thursday morning from 9. 00 - 

12.00am. and from 2.00 — 4.00pm. on*Sundays. Please call in and make yourself known. 

We would welcome any volunteers who could record information or assist in many other ways for an 

hour or two occasionally     
  

Eric Tetlow 9/10/1930 — 15/6/2009 
Eric, as a member of the Yarra Glen and District Historical Society, was also a respected colleague and 

friend of members of the Andrew Ross Museum. His decades long community contributions will serve as 
an inspiration to all of us. He passed away on 15 June, 2009 

 



Brief biography. 

Eric was born when his parents, Bill and Nell were residing at Bacchus Marsh. His father was away for 

most of World War Two and life was considered tough. At 17 he went to Queensland droving and spent | 

time in the High Country of Victoria. He even tested himself in rodeos with mixed results. Then it was off 

overseas at 26 to England for a working holiday. In 1967 he married Jenny Watts and they had two sons, 

Rob and Warwick. Eric was largely self-taught and enjoyed working outdoors. He spent many years 

working in occupations that could be undertaken in the fresh air. He worked in railway yards, in slaughter 

yards and as an inspector for the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works. 
Glen Turnbull, President Y.G. Historical Society 

The Historian 

Eric’s passion for history began when he started researching his family tree. He became a member of the 

Genealogical Society of Victoria and his insatiable curiosity knew no bounds. He was soon assisting 

others with their research. In 1984 he responded to a notice in the ‘Help Needed’ column of the The Age 

newspaper which sought information about pharmacists who practiced in Victoria in the 19" century. Eric 

wrote to the enquirer that hé had a friend descended from such a person and provided some genealogical 

data. He closed the? letter in typical Eric fashion 

I hope this information is useful, if I can help in any way with your project, please let me know. I am a member of the 

Genealogical Society of Victoria. 

When {my friend} gets back {from overseas} I can probably persuade him to provide more information. 

On retiring from the MMBW in the early 1990s Eric and Jenny searched for a small rural property. It was 

our good fortune that they found their “dream home’ in Yarra Gen. While in the local township Jenny 

spotted a notice in a shop window about the Yarra Glen & District Historical Society and Eric went along 

to the next meeting. It was not long before he nominated for the Committee and then was elected 

Secretary. In addition he volunteered to provide classes in genealogical research at the Yarra Glen Living 

& Learning Centre. 

As is often the case when doing local and family history one’s enquiries lead to many places and it was not 

long before Eric joined the Healesville Historical Society, became a keen supporter of Gulf Station, a 

volunteer at the State Library of Victoria, and in 1998 was a founding member of the St Andrew Historical 

Society. A related interest was military history and, his father having been a serviceman, Eric also joined 

the RSL Yarra Glen sub-branch. 
: Helen Mann, Editor YGDHS Newsletter 

A fellow historian 

One of the best things about growing old is that it seems to bring you closer to having a long-held wish 

granted. Surely, now there’d be more time for spending with one or other person you’ve enjoyed meeting 

during a long life! With the busy, bee-hive years over, you look forward to hours of leisure sharing the 

interests and discoveries you have in common with that person. 

Such a person on my list was Eric Tetlow. We probably met only about six times, as members of 

neighbouring historical societies. In a few short year, however, we exchanged heaps of local history 

snippets via email. If I “got stuck” when researching something, an email to Eric would be the first help 

I’d seek. Not only was he invariably helpful, but he was also amazingly prompt. It seemed that no sooner 

had I pressed the “send” button, than back would come a helpful pointer, some relevant information plus a 

good-humoured comment or two. 

Alas, there’ll be no more of that! And sadly, the long-held wish will never be granted. 

I know almost nothing about Eric in other contexts, but I feel sure that the sadness I feel at his death is 

only a fraction of the grief his sudden death has brought to family, friends, and colleagues at the Yarra 

Glen Historical Society. John Austin, Kangaroo Ground 

Reproduced with kind permission from Helen Mann ,the editor of the NEWSLETTER of Yarra Glen 

Historical Society. 

 



Vanished Icons of Kangaroo Ground — the Evelyn Observer Offices, the 
Andrew Ross’s Hotel, the World War I Avenue of Honour. 

For years they stood proudly together, cheek by jowl on the brow of the hill above today’s Kangaroo 

Ground Tennis Club. Now long since gone and all but forgotten, the only enduring trace of their former 

existence are two faded photographs in the archives of the Andrew Ross Museum — two pencil pines in 

the grounds of ‘The Croft’ — and a pair of ancient 91 year-old Sugar Gums that once had formed part of a 

14-tree Avenue of Honour planted in 1918, dedicated to local lads who’d fallen in World War I. Such is 

the transient nature of the district’s heritage! 

Add to the above a busy blacksmith’s shop and a couple of kilometres of neatly trimmed hawthorn, a 

dusty road, a general store, a single-roomed school, a church and a hall and you have a pretty fair picture 

of how Kangaroo Ground presented in the 1930s. And it wasn’t all show! Over the previous 60 years 

Kangaroo Ground had been the local seat of government for the then wide-ranging Shire of Eltham 

extending as far as Healesville. What's more, behind those hawthorn hedgerows grew a thousand acres of 

oria’ most productive oat-field. And on a hill overlooking this remarkable scene stood a tall stone 

tower, enclosed within a hedge of neatly trimmed cypress, dedicated to local boys who'd sailed off to war 

and never returned. 
  

  

  

    
  

The Kangaroo Ground Hotel built by Andrew Ross in 1864; demolished and rebuilt by John Donaldson, c. 

1895. Its site currently occupied by ‘The Croft’ above the Kangaroo Ground Tennis Courts. 
Courtesy Bruce Draper. Enhanced an colourised by Don Brown & Sasha Trikojus 2009.       

It’s images such as these that the volunteers of the Andrew Ross Museum frequently draw 

upon to convey the district’s story to its present day people. Placing its records under the microscope they 

search endlessly to find what further might be uncovered. For example, 

whilst searching for a suitable cover image for its forthcoming publication, the Diaries of Andrew Ross, the 

present writer, in association with Bruce Nixon of Yarra Glen who is funding the project, agreed that the 

 



best available image would be a 1870s photograph of Andrew Ross’s Hotel with what is believed to be 

Ross seated proudly out front. The problem was that, despite the figure of Ross being in focus, the hotel 

itself was faint and only poorly defined. 

The museum handed the photograph across to its artist, Don Brown, who, after arranging to have it 

digitally enhanced by museum supporter, Sasha Trikojus, then set about improving it further by adding a 

touch of colour and highlights to salient features of its fagade. In doing so, much to everyone’s surprise, he 

was able to identify the name of the hotel’s licensee, William McLaughlin, on its gable-end thereby 

establishing the photograph to have been taken in 1875-6, a dozen years after the hotel had been built. 

The Ross Diary establishes that some 15 years earlier the said William McLaughlin had been a pupil at 

Ross’s nearby Industrial School and that Ross had signed him in as licensee of his hotel on 2 November 

1875. Furthermore, it provided a clue as to the identity of the woman standing beside the front door of the 

adjoining Post Office Store. She has to be either Mrs McLaughlin or Andrew Ross’s nephew’s wife, Mrs 

Brimmer. 

A further decision made by the museum for its forthcoming Ross Diary publication was to include within it 

the 43 essays that Ross had written on his return to England detailing his first 13 years in Kangaroo 

Ground —- essays that he’d then forwarded to the Evelyn Observer, the newspaper he’d founded in 

Kangaroo Ground in 1873. The decision brought up the further question of a photograph of the Observer 

Offices built by John Donaldson after Ross had returned to England. 

  

  
  
  

The Evelyn Observer Offices (later the Shire of Eltham Offices) as it stood in the late 1920s directly north of ‘The 

Croft’. Destroyed by fire on the night of 8 February 1934 

Artistically restored and colourised by Don Brown       
Here again, all that the museum had to go on was a decidedly fuzzy newspaper print of unknown date that 

appeared to have been shot from a distance on a dim, foggy evening wherein it presented as a large hip- 

roofed box of a building with a tall chimney and few other redeeming features standing behind a low 

picket fence. This too was passed on to Don Brown to work his magic on, and low and behold with a little 

careful highlighting, colour and fill, he was able to restore it to something of its original splendour, 

complete with two of the 14 Sugar Gums that had originally formed the Kangaroo Ground Avenue of 

Honour. 

 



Then there’s the issue of the district’s hawthorn hedgerows that had long graced the district’s roads which 
many locals will have noticed have recently been trimmed back into line by the shire for the first time in 50 
years at the urging of the Andrew Ross Museum. The operation was in the nature of a trial run designed to 

develop an understanding as to how they’d respond to such drastic action. Currently all the indications are 
that they have responded well which will hopefully see the shire commence trimming more of the district’s 

remaining hedgerows this coming winter to make way for a shared pathway out from Research. 

All of this of course raises the question of what actually happened back in the 1930s to the town’s iconic 
publishing house and hotel. Let’s take the pub first! The records show it to have been built by Andrew 
Ross in 1864 and have survived a further 30-odd years until c. 1895 when it was condemned as unqualified 
for a continuing license by the Shire of Eltham. At the time, its freehold had continued to be owned by 

Ross’s former landlord, John Donaldson of Ivanhoe, a man of considerable means who instead of 

attempting restoration decided to demolish it completely and rebuild it as a larger establishment on the 

exact same spot, as pictured below. 

At some as yet to be ascertained earlier date, John Donaldson who'd inherited most all of the original 

Kangaroo Ground Square Mile from his father, James Bruce Donaldson, had built the above described 
brick Evelyn Observer Offices adjacent to Ross’s original Hotel. It had continued its function as a 

,  .ishing house until 1917 when the newspaper transferred to, Hurstbridge in response to the railway 

reaching that town able to dispatch its various print jobs more speedily around Victoria. 

  

  

  

    
This saw the vacated Evelyn Observer Offices in Kangaroo Ground immediately purchased by the Shire of 

Eltham to function as its Municipal Offices. Managed by succeeding Shire Secretaries, it boasted among 

its employees, the budding author, Alan Marshall in his first paid work position. Alan boarded i in the 

adjacent hotel and slept in a room leading off from the far end of its front veranda. 

Determined to further his career as a novelest, young Alan made good use of the action in the hotel’s front 

bar to fine-tune his skills and form the basis of one of his earliest novels, This is the Grass. This was in the 

early 1930s with the hotel overly patronised by the Melbourne racing fraternity and their fancy women 

who, since the hotel was deemed to be 25 miles from both Flemington and Caulfield allowed them to wine 

and dine out of normal hotel hours as bona fide travellers. In his novel, Alan paints a credible picture of 

these and many of the era’s passing firewood-carters being coerced into lingering longer than they ought 

by the hotel’s brassy licensee ‘Flo Bronson’. In telling his story, Alan brings into it the well-known local 

identity ‘Tiny’ Carroll, a giant of a man who’d worked for the Shire for years and spent his nights in the 

Shire Offices next-door in performance of his duties as its caretaker. 

This second Kangaroo Ground hotel was totally destroyed by fire on the evening of 1 August 1930. 

According to Alan’s fictional informant, ‘Fighting Pieman’, the fire had been deliberately organised by its 

licensee: 

 



“Yes, she went up! They tell me there was sheilas jumping out windows and blokes pulling on their 

trousers and old ‘Tiny’ chucking water round. I never found out who old Flo Bronson got to put a 

match to it. It was well insured. I’d have done it for a spin, and then got another hundred out of her to 

keep quiet.’ 

Perhaps the true story of the hotel’s demise will never be fully known other than that it was indeed 

destroyed by fire on the stated date. After the fire, according to the late Bruce Ness, there’d been an 

attempt to rebuild it slightly closer to the Yarra Glen turnoff where, after a site had been levelled, the 

project had been abandoned for reasons unknown. 

This leaves the Shire Offices now standing alone on the brow of the hill where it remained a further 

number of years. It’s not to say that the shire actually met in it overmuch since for years it had been 

content to do so in various other named venues such as in Ross’s School, Stevenson’s Hall and latterly in 

the front room of the present-‘Kangaroo Ground General Store. All of its other duties were performed in the 

above Evelyn Observer Offices — that is, until the early evening of 8 February 1934 when, it too, went up 

in smoke! 

Old soldier, the above ‘Tiny’ Carroll, had taken on the role of caretaker and unable to sleep had risen from 

his cot to make himself a cup of tea and had accidentally knocked over the primus stove that he used. With 

just time enough to phone the Shire Secretary, Patrick McMahon, whose home stood where County Evelyn 

Estate Vineyard is today, “Tiny” had collapsed on the floor and was later hauled to safely by the first locals 

on the scene. 

And so, little by little, ‘Old Kangaroo Ground’ had faded into the history books! Fortunately, the shire had 

recently installed a fire-proof safe in the building that had seen its precious rate books and other records 

survive. After the fire, these were transferred to a strongroom in the McMahon residence where the shire 

continued to meet a few more years before transferring to Eltham where it remained until its restructure as 

the Shire of Nillumbik in the 1990s. 

Nevertheless, ‘Old Kangaroo Ground’ hasn’t entirely disappeared! Over the years, other icons have come 

to the fore to fill the gaps. The town’s 110 year old general store has recently been tastefully restored and 

enlarged with a fine array of heritage photos now decorating its interior and car-park. 

  

  

  

     



Opposite it, the 133 year-old school and museum have been substantially 
refurbished whilst across on the adjacent corner of Graham Road, the 
town’s equally heritage listed church is in the throes of demolishing its 

crumbling kindergarten buildings and replacing them with a more 
appropriate amenities block. Just as soon as these are completed, it, in 

association with the Andrew Ross Museum and its patron, Bruce Nixon, 

has plans to erect a memorial to the pioneers of Kangaroo Ground on the 

same Graham Road corner 

  

      
There’s forward movement too on nearby Garden Hill! Last year, its iconic Moor-rul Viewing Platform 

was formally launched by Mayor Warwick Leeson and the Hon Jenny Macklin. Set in place high up on the 

hill’s northern slope with a 270 ° panoramic view of the Yarra Valley, it incorporates 16 large format 

panels highlighting the Kangaroo Ground story for increasing numbers of visitors to enjoy. 

  

  
  

  

The recenily installed Moor-rul Viewing Platform on Garden Hill designed to tell the remarkable story of Kangaroo 

Ground to the visiting public 
Design by Heidelberg Artist Trail associate, Dennis Ward       #4 

In December, the outdated fire spotter’s cabin atop the reserve’s 17 metre high stone memorial tower has 

been replaced by something more befitting its function as an early warning station for major and minor 

bushfire threatening the district. A big plus in its restoration is that the top deck of the tower has been made 

roomier and more readably accessed by the general public via an internal spiral staircase designed to 

replace the existing antiquated and dangerously steep stairs. 

Climb the new staircase when it’s completed at the end of the year and gaze out into the green Yarra 

Valley across to Melbourne, Australia’s second largest city, and make up your own minds as to whether or 

not it’s the place to be! 

 



  

  

  

  

  

  

The War Memorial Tower on Garden Hill, captured in pen & ink by the late Kenneth Jack in I 946 when the two German 

feld nieces were still in place but the soon to be replaced fire-spotting cabin not vet installed.(in this sketch)     

‘Add to these former and current district precincts, today’s fine eating houses, vineyards and olive groves 

— its pioneer cemetery with its proud rotunda and its popular pony club and its Wycliffe International 

School 

of Linguistics and Kangaroo Ground can be said to be still at the cutting edge of progressive living first 

initiated by Andrew Ross in 1851. 

Mick Woiwod. 

PROPOSED FORTHCOMING EVENTS FOR 2010 

Launch of the Diary of Andrew Ross 1829-1898 

Launch of revised edition of Once Around The Sugarloaf. 

Twilight Tour of the Kangaroo Ground Cemetery followed by wine & cheese. 

Museum to open as usual on Thursday mornings. 

Increased acceptance of Chronicle articles from museum, members & supporters. 

Our thanks to Nillumbik Shire Council for assistance in printing this newsletter 
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