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UP AND COMING EVENTS OF THE 
ANDREW ROSS MUSEUM 

 
The Diary & Reminiscences of Andrew Ross 1828 – 1895 
Book Launch: Sunday 24th July 2011 at Little Eltham 
Theatre in Research at 3.00pm 

Entry $10.  Tickets available through  

Carol Leeson, on 9712 0801 or  0422 307 630 

 

Forgotten Country: the Hidden Cultural 

Landscapes of Melbourne’s Middle 
Yarra 1837-1851 

Saturday 28
th

 May 2011  To be Launched as part of Eltham 

Bookshop’s Past Matters - 3.30pm at Montsalvat    Entry $7.00 

Bookings  9439 8700 
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The Diary & Reminiscences of Andrew 
Ross 

1828 – 1895 

In this issue I’d like to bring Chronicle readers up to date with 
recent & upcoming events being planned by the Andrew Ross 
Museum in the world of writing and publications.  

The big coming event this year will of course be the launch of the 
long awaited Diary & Reminiscences of Andrew Ross 1828-1895, an 
event that the museum, Mick Woiwod and its patron, Bruce 
Nixon, have now been eagerly working towards for the better 
part of ten years. Currently, it’s scheduled for a formal launch in 
the Eltham Little Theatre in Research, 3.00pm 24th July  2011, in 
association with a premier performance of ‘The Squire of 
Kangaroo Ground’, a play written and directed by local 
playwright, Peter Oyston, featuring the well known actors, 
Dennis Coard  and Debra Lawrence with vocals by 
Dominique Oyston, currently the lead singer in the 
Melbourne production of the Merry Widow.  

This is an occasion that no Andrew Ross Museum members or 
supporters would want to miss, so get in early and book your 
seats for what promises to be a truly big event — a big occasion 
for a big book running to some 350 pages. Light refreshments 
will be served between the play and the formal launch of Ross’ 
big book by Andrew Lemon, President of the Royal Victorian 
Historical Society. 
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Forgotten Country: the Hidden Cultural 
Landscapes of Melbourne’s Middle Yarra 

1837-1851 

It’s my pleasure also to announce the launch of the museum’s 
latest book, Forgotten Country: the Hidden Cultural 
Landscapes of Melbourne’s Middle Yarra 1837-1851, a title 
that readers might at first find a little mystifying, so allow me to 
elaborate upon why I settled for it. 

To me, writing is a wonderful way of sorting out the grain from 
the chaff! One starts off collecting the necessary data from all 
sorts of places and eventually sets about relating one’s story — 
and since history always plays out chronologically, there comes 
the need for an appropriate beginning. 

By and large — since land determines what can and cannot be 
achieved on any particular patch of dirt — my histories have 
begun deep in the ground dealing with geology before 
introducing the farming folk who went on to develop the land 
with their ploughs, fences and house cows who, for the most part, 
didn’t arrive in the Yarra Valley until the 1850s. 

Of late, this has seen me give deeper thought into what might 
have been transpiring in the Yarra Valley in the fourteen 
‘forgotten’ years before 1851 when Andrew Ross first appeared 
in Kangaroo Ground. And what a surprise that brought up — 
twenty-three immense sheep and cattle stations between 
Heidelberg and the future Healesville averaging around 10,000 
acres apiece — operated day-to-day for the most part by ticket-
of-leave convict shepherds and station hands. 

Among this first wave of local immigrants had been many saints 
and sinners and some outright rogues who hadn’t given a fig for 
either the region’s Aboriginal people or the natural attributes of 
the land they worked. Instead, at the end of their fourteen year’s 
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reign, most had departed, bankrupt, with its Aboriginal people 
mostly dead and the land that had formerly nourished them over 
the millennia, unimaginably degraded. Then, on 6 February 1851 
had come the biggest bushfire that Victoria had experienced, 
before or since, followed by flooding rains that swept into local 
streams what little remained of the region’s overgrazed soils. 

This is a book that all interested in local history ought read! It’s 
all new work that I’m sure will have its readers re-evaluating the 
way they have previously understood how Kangaroo and other 
Yarra Valley districts originally came into being. The book is 
being promoted by the Eltham Bookshop as part of its annual 
‘Past Matters’ program and will be formally launched by Phillip 
John Morrisey of the University of Melbourne at 2:45 pm on 
Saturday 26 May. Signed pre-launch copies of this latest of my 
books are currently available to members and supporters of the 
Andrew Ross Museum at $20, plus postage & handling. $7.00.  

(Written by Mick Woiwod). 

Forthcoming Andrew Ross Museum Publications 

In a month or two’s time, the Andrew Ross Museum, courtesy of 
its patron, Bruce Nixon, will be launching two further 
publications available in limited numbers to its members and 
supporters to purchase and read. The first of these, running to 
245 perfect bound pages is titled Coranderrk Database. Its sister 
volume, Birrarung Database, runs to a further 350 pages, each of 
which will soon be available to museum members at $20 apiece.   

Funded by museum patron, Bruce Nixon, and boosted by a 
foreword from senior Wurundjeri Elder, Doreen Garvey-Wandin, 
it is the intention of the Andrew Ross Museum and the Yarra-
Plenty Library Service to have copies of these two databases 
archived, free of charge, in the reference sections of every 
regional and secondary school library in the Yarra Valley. 
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THE GRAHAM SANDPITS, IN GRAHAM RD, 
KANGAROO GROUND 

Recently the Andrew Ross Museum had a visit from David 
Graham, son of the late David James Graham who with his 
brothers, Alexander Craig Graham & James Wallace Graham, had 
founded and then for a further two decades operated the 
sandpits in Graham Road, Kangaroo Ground, beside which the 
Andrew Ross Museum is sited.  

David brought along with him his uncle, Alexander Craig 
Graham’s, Memoirs, charting the story of how the family’s 
sandpits at Kangaroo Ground had originally come into being and 
operated. 

The Grahams had first arrived in Kangaroo Ground in the 
opening years of the great depression (1929), with a lorry-load of 
their possessions transported out and dumped beside a roadside 
gate. The only accommodation on the 184 acre property that his 
father had recently acquired from the Land Settlement Board at 
the time being a small paling hut formerly occupied by long-term 
K.G. resident, the elderly Thomas Scarce. 

The hut consisted of just two rooms separated by stables, within 
which the family of five appeared to have lived comfortably 
enough for a few years before putting together a slightly larger 
skillion-roofed residence on higher ground.  

At the time, entry into the Graham property had been via a track 
running through Ken King’s present vineyard that eventually had 
been required to be corduroyed in order to accommodate heavier 
traffic. 

During these early years, the family’s income had come mainly 
from a little general farming and the sale of firewood cut from the 
forest of ring-barked gumtrees that it had inherited with the 
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farm, the going rate being ten shillings a ton (40 cubic feet). The 
family’s first motorised vehicle was an old 1923 four-cylinder 
Dodge tourer truck purchased for £20. 

With the outbreak of World War II, the three Graham brothers 
(Dave, Alex & Jim), enlisted in the Army and soon after became 
attached to a local mechanised unit working on tanks from which 
the guns had been removed and replaced by wooden replicas — 
the originals having been relocated for active service against he 
Japanese in New Guinea and the Pacific Islands where the three 
Graham boys would, themselves, later be required to serve. 

War service taught the three brothers just about everything 
they’d ever need to know about the sort of improvisation that 
would later see them develop the sand-pits in Kangaroo Ground, 
destined to gain them local renown upon their return to civilian 
life.  

At the end of the war, Alex and his wife, Stella bought a further 52 
acres of bushland on Watery Gully Road for £1,200 and, by use of 
the natural sand deposits occurring on the family’s Graham Road 
property, they built themselves a concrete-block home. Here 
again the family’s main income had been the trees growing on the 
property cut into foot-blocks by Alex setting himself up with a 
saw-mill driven by an old 8 hp. Clutterbuck & Fairchild stationary 
engine, mounted for easy transportation on four large wheels. 

It was about this time that the three brothers and their father 
decided to transform their operations from firewood to sand 
extraction, thereby re-establishing themselves as ‘D.J. Graham & 
Sons Washed Sand Supply’.  

At first, the sand had to be manually loaded into waiting trucks 
by a vigorous wielding of shovels until desperation had seen a 
decision made that enough was enough and Army-learnt 
ingenuity had now to be brought to the fore. 
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First off — using an ordinary 1-1/2 inch wood-auger turned by 
hand and backed up by water-pipe extensions, the brother had 
drilled four or five holes down through the sand to the basement 
rock 40 feet below to quantify the depth and extent of their sand 
deposit. 

With this satisfactorily resolved, the brothers then turned to a 
system whereby sand and water was pumped into overhead 100 
cubic yard capacity bins that would then allow the sand to be 
gravity fed into trucks driven in below. To progress with this they 
then had to excavate a large holding dam in the creek lower down 
on the property to provide themselves with sufficient water for 
their pumps to operate a powerful jet that would first wash out 
the sand then pump it into the overhead bins. 

It was about this time that a new more serviceable entry into the 
property had been negotiated by way of a land transfer whereby 
the Church agreed to swap sufficient land for the future Graham 
Road to be opened between the church and the present school 
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land in exchange for an equal valuation of Graham land behind 
the church.  

Alexander Graham who wrote these memoirs and his brothers 
can be seen to have been individuals who, having grown up in the 
days of the horse and cart, had developed a lifetime fascination 
for all things mechanical. Like the late Bruce Ness who I’d 
communicated with frequently whilst writing Kangaroo Ground: 
The Highland Taken, they’d gone to school in Kangaroo Ground 
when it had been just a single classroom divided by a partition — 
boys of the old brigade who’d grown up in the days when the 
horse had just begun to give way to the internal combustion 
engine who, upon leaving school, had gone direct to work on the 
family farm. I remember one day in 1992 asking the late Bruce 
Ness about how it had been for him and this had been his reply: 
‘First off, it had been hard slogging work following the plough, 
but when my father brought a tractor, I wouldn’t have called the 
King my uncle sitting behind the wheel.’ 

Hopefully, in a later issue of the Chronicle, further instalments of 
Alexander Graham’s saga might be able to appear.  

(Written by Mick Woiwod). 

Pre-History of Nillumbik Country 

Each Friday over the past two months, the Andrew Ross Museum 
has hosted a series of well-attended U3A (University of the Third 
Age) talks provided by Mick Woiwod, titled ‘Pre-History of 
Nillumbik Country’. 

Dependent upon feedback, a fresh series of talks will commence 
in the second school semester in the ‘Old 1878 Classroom’ next to 
the Andrew Ross Museum, 1:30 – 2:45 pm. Fee $24 for the 8 
sessions.  Should prospective attendees prefer some other local 
history subject, please contact Mick on 9439 5679. Otherwise 
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contact Nillumbik U3A, P.O Box 322 Hurstbridge 3099; 
nillumbiku3a@live.com or 0438 992 513. 

 

FUTURE PROPOSED COLLECTION FOR THE 
MUSEUM 

We are collecting coins from prior to and post decimal coinage to 
display, particularly for future generations of children to view. 
Did you know that prior to the first mint in Australia, in 1930, 
Australians used British coins as tender.  In 1930 there were only 
6 pennies minted and there are possibly only 4 left, which are 
valued at approximately   2 million dollars each. I don’t think we 
have one of them!!   

We are including information and slang that was used for the 
coins.  We would be happy to accept any coins and information 
about coins to add to the collection . 

 
 
Picture here 
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