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WHAT HAS CHANGED AT ANDREW ROSS MUSEUM,
AS A RESULT OF COVID, DURING THE PAST THREE YEARS?

Please come and visit on Thursdays between 10.00 am and 12.00 noon
or on 1%t Sunday between 2.00 pm and 4.00 pm

The education department, in their wisdom and to our advantage, decided to take the opportunity
during lock down to remove asbestos from some of the flooring and to repaint some of our display
rooms and our workroom. We have re-opened with some new additions and we have added new
information.

Our New Herb Garden before and after rain

A hedge was removed and a large above ground herb garden was built. It has been planted with a
variety of herbs which are available for anyone to pick, to use and enjoy with our good wishes.


http://www.andrewrossmuseum./
mailto:andrewrossmuseum@outlook.com

Amanda Watson’s saddle
(Amanda is Claire Watson’s daughter)

This Alex Morrison semi-stock saddle
and stirrups, still in excellent condition,
were given to Mandy. They were
owned by Barney Dougherty, an ex-
cavalry officer who owned the farm at
the beginning of Henley Rd, later
inhabited by Mal White. The front
paddock was used by the newly formed
Kangaroo Ground Pony Club. Claire
Watson, who was an ARM volunteer,
was one of the founding members
(treasurer) of the KG Pony Club,
alongside Diana Bassett Smith and Ros
Werner.

/.

Travels of a Bassett-Smith
C1870 Victorian Cedar Dressing Table

It began its travels by sailing ship from
England to Tasmania, to Portland, Culcairn
and then to Kew in 1923. Then on to
South Yarra, Hampton, Eltham, Kangaroo
Ground, Hawthorn and is now back at
Kangaroo Ground. When it was in
Kangaroo Ground it was in Diana’s
bedroom then her daughter Elizabeth’s
bedroom and she took it with her on to
Meckan House, Scotch College. It is now
back, elegant and at rest in the Andrew
Ross Museum Kangaroo Ground. Worth a
look!



History Week Dlsplay

History Week saw a group of the
Nillumbik Historical Societies
display items at the Diamond
Valley Library.

If you missed the opportunity to
identify the items that ARM had
on display then you can try your
knowledge out by viewing them at
the museum yourself, whilst
reminiscing about the ‘Olden
Days’ with our ARM member
Jane Cook.

Another new/old item.
An OLD Kerosene lamp

A gift to ARM from Robert Marshall, a
former councilor and President of
Nillumbik Shire, who is leaving Panton
Hill to live in Spain.

The lamp was owned by Stanley Addison
and was used prior to KG being
connected to the SEC grid in 1958.
Stanley was a Shire President then when
Rob Marshall became Shire President
Stanley presented the lamp to him.

Grade 6 — Bassett-Smith Family
Story Writing Competition Has Returned

Titled “My Place,” the competition is run annually in conjunction with grade six students at
Kangaroo Ground Primary School (postponed due to COVID) Students are invited to hand write
about why they enjoy where they live. The . : ' :
stories are read, enjoyed and judged by a panel
of two former teachers and a former journalist.

Grade 6 students were invited to write about
‘MY PLACE’, where they live, their family and B8
friends; what they enjoy doing and their
relationship with the environment where they
live.

Grade 6 students hand wrote their stories during
class and were judged by members of ARM
who enjoyed their stories and were pleased by
the standard of writing and positive way that
they wrote about their place and environment.

The winners received a Book voucher and runners up received a copy of Mick Woiwod’s book
‘Auld Duncan’, stories for children’. All students received a Certificate of Participation. Their
stories have been bound and the past seven years of stories are available for reading at the Museum.

3



The 2022 winners were: Harper, Oli and Myra with special mentions presented to seven other
students.

Our New Display In Room 2
Stevenson’s Grapes

Our newest display, which is being put together as the Chronicle goes to press, charts the history of
the Stevenson grape vine, planted by early settlers in Kangaroo Ground and now living on through
cuttings cultivated in the museum garden.

THE REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 2022

THE ROLE OF THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
NURSES

Nurses who served in World War 1 were exposed to the physical and
mental strain of dealing with the huge number of casualties from the
battles. Once a nurse enlisted, they had no choice but to serve for the
duration of the war unless they got badly injured or married.

#§ More than 3000 Australian women served as nurses during WW1. Most
of the nurses served with the Australian Army Nursing Service, although
some served As Royal Australian Navy Nurses and with allied
organisations such as the Red Cross and Queen Alexandra’s Imperial
Military Nursing Service.

,, Nurses embarked on the first convoy of ships that sailed to Egypt in
November 1914. Those stationed on hospital ships received the wounded throughout the Gallipoli
campaign in 1915. Nurses also cared for the wounded at hospital camps at Alexandrea, Malta and
later at Lemnos Island. Conditions on hospital ships ranged from very difficult to impossible due to
the lack of staff and medical provisions.

The conditions on the Western Front were also bad and nurses stationed at casualty clearing stations
in France and Belgium faced dangerous circumstances and were exposed to gas and bomb attacks.



Nurses also served in base hospitals behind the lines and in England. In addition to those on the
Western Front, Australian Army nurses also served in India, Mesopotamia and Salonika. These
postings meant isolation, nursing people of other nationalities, and no outings to Paris or London
when on leave.

Two Local Nurses Who Enlisted in WW1

The Miller sisters were two local women from the Shire of Eltham. Edith Caroline Muncton Miller
who sailed aboard R.M.S. Morea in 1915 was assigned to No 4 Auxiliary Hospital in Heliopolis,
Egypt before transferring to England in 1916 to No 1 Australian General Hosputal then to
Wimereux, France and finally to England from where she returned to Australia in 1918. She was
awarded the 1914-1915 Star, British Medal and Victory Medal.

Francis Mary Miller who was one of 130 Australian nurses that paid their way to England to join
the Queen Alexandra Military Nursing Service served in a military hospital near Etaples France,
nursing wounded from the battles of Somme and Fromelles.

Researched by Terry Phillips, Dennis Ward and Kathleen Toal (members of Friends of Kangaroo
Ground Memorial Park Inc.) and presented at the Remembrance Day Service
2022 by Neil Marshall

Remembrance Day Flag Tribute

Australian National Flags have been placed on the graves in remembrance of those who fought for
Australia in all wars.

The flags were placed in situ by Terry and Sheila Beaton. Pictured are only a
small number of the flags placed on the graves at the Kangaroo Ground
Cemetery.

It is worth visiting the Cemetary to view the number of local service personnel
who have served our country.

MUSEUM’S NATIVE VISITORS

The ARM is fortunate to be set in what must be one of the most idyllic, rural, settings for any
museum in Victoria. Visitors include tourists, travellers passing through and local residents looking
for information on family trees. Its grounds include the historic Stephenson vine, traditional herb
garden and established trees and shrubs. Not surprisingly, therefore, it also attracts another set of
visitors, local natives.

From possums in the roof to kangaroos outside, the museum setting is home to all kinds of furred,
feathered and scaled wildlife. Not least among those are the wombats, who graze nearby overnight.
Sadly the road outside the museum is becoming harder for animals to safely cross as the weight of
passing traffic increases, and wombats and kangaroos become casualties left on the roadside, their
broken bodies marked with pink paint when they have been checked over by local wildlife
volunteers.

Wombats, however, face another challenge to their health and well-being, in addition to the risk of
road collisions and occasional culling by landowners. Mange.
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Manged wombat going into a roadside burrow.

The sarcoptic mange mite is thought to have been inadvertently introduced into Australia on
animals brought in by early settlers. The burrows inhabited by wombats provide ideal conditions
for the mites, with the confined, damp, spaces making transmission easy from one host to another.
Mange is an insidious condition and affected wombats have no protection against this introduced
parasite which causes horrendous suffering before a long, protracted and painful death.

Landowners used to believe, misguidedly, that shooting affected wombats was the best solution. It
did indeed end the animal’s misery. Unfortunately it also exacerbated the problem because mites
on a dead animal are desperate to find a new host and will move to any creature unfortunate enough
to curiously sniff the body.

Thankfully there is a better solution! Treating the mange. Victoria has its own volunteer group co-
ordinating the treatment of manged wombats and spreading the word that the condition is
completely curable, if caught in time.

Mange Management (Treating Mange in Wombats) treats wild living wombats and has volunteers
throughout the state. Some areas seem more adversely affected by mange than others, and one of
the hotspots is Kangaroo Ground and its surrounds.

Several ARM committee members are among the many local landowners who treat affected
wombats on their property, and one member is also local co-ordinator for manged wombats in the
area, giving advice and treatment kits and on-going support to locals wanting to help.

The beauty of treating wombats in their natural habitat is that there is minimal disruption to the
animal (adult wombats become very stressed and do not fare well in captivity) and it is completely
hands-off, there is no need to get closer than a few feet from the wombat.



Applying treatment using a pole and scoop.

The treatment solution is applied topically to a healthy part of the wombat’s back (usually along the
spine). Itis delivered either using a pole and scoop, approaching the animal from downwind, or via
a flap dispenser across the entrance to its burrow if that has been located. Treatment can take
several months of weekly dosing so an amount of dedication is needed, but there are fewer greater
rewards than seeing a sick animal returned to full health.

This is Hedley
Wombats are territorial and generally frequent the same area, so a little perseverance and searching
may be required, but often the wombat patient is in the same general location at around the same
time each week for treatment.

Severely manged wombats become less aware as their eyes and ears scab over with mange plaques.
(This is completely reversible and they can see and hear again once they are better.) However,
when badly affected they are very easy to approach and treat, especially as they are often out during
the daytime. A manged wombat is constantly tired, often thirsty, and knows it needs to keep eating
but its weakened condition forces it to be out foraging for much longer than a healthy wombat. It is
also more likely to be homeless or living in a storm water drain as healthier wombats command the
better burrows. However after a few weeks of treatment it will start to feel better and be out less
during the day. This is when it is great to know where it is living so treatment can be continued
using a flap with treatment dispenser.



Wombat using burrow flap

For wombats that live in remote, bushy, areas where it is near impossible to find their burrow there
IS a new treatment which has recently been approved. It is very expensive, and is therefore only
dispensed by experienced volunteers, but often just one or two treatments, a month or so apart, are
sufficient to cure the wombat.

Anyone who would like to find out more about treating mange in wombats or who would like to
volunteer their services can find out more at: mangemanagement.org.au or by checking out the
Facebook page: Mange Management — Treating Mange in Wombats.

You don’t have to be out treating, manning phones, administrative tasks and assembling kits are
among other essential roles.

If you know of a manged wombat it can be reported either through the webpage or by phoning:
0431 600 125

Former mange patient little Dina during and after treatment,
restored back to full health.

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS SINCE WELLERS
NOW (FONDATA), WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1872

On 12 January 1872, the Weller family purchased their triangular domain. The asking price being
just 32 pounds ten shillings. Within months, the family had built a brick hotel on the site. Edward's
first application for a license was rejected on the grounds that “the house was not yet fit' and was
deferred for a month. The Wellers set to, and brought their establishment up to the required
standard; their hotel license being finally granted in July 1872.



Edward and Mary Weller appear to have operated the establishment as hoteliers, general store-
keepers and produce merchants. Since their eldest son, John, most likely was a blacksmith there,
there was also a smithy on the site. Edward and Mary raised a family of eleven children, most of
whom eventually married into the already established farming families of the district. Their eldest
daughter, Mary, married Thomas Bell, their eldest son, Jane Crichton; Isabella, their third daughter,
married John Greenaway, their fifth, William Woodley. Another daughter, Lily, married, Tom
Cameron, the son of E. H. Cameron, David, their youngest, married Elvira Wippell.

Once settled, Edward added an adjoining thirty-five acres to his holdings then, in 1873, a further
eighty acres, a mile or so to the east of Kangaroo Ground. A farm better known today as Cherry
Tree in Nicholas Lane.

Edward died in 1883, leaving Mary to carry on his role of publican. The Wellers appear to have
continued with their hotel until at least 1888, for in May that year, Mary Weller (together with the
proprietor of the Research Hotel), was fined five pounds for trading on a Sunday. Soon after, the
business passed into the hands of James Lindsay who extended a store he had been operating
alongside, to include such items as drapery and ironmongery; also an appropriate blacksmith shop
to the rear of the premises. It was during Lindsay's occupancy that Weller's is believed to have
become a staging house for mail coaches on the Queenstown and Yarra Flats run.

Cobb & Co. Etching by Reg. Russon

Over a period of thirty-six years the eight roomed Weller's Pub had served as a place of true
hospitality for travellers and locals alike - a tradition it continued on with, after 1909. when it re-
opened as a guest house trading under the name "Weller's Temperance Hotel'. In 1912, its premises
were purchased by Gordon Cameron the coach driver, son of E.H. Cameron.

In 1921, the hotel, by then a simple farmhouse, was purchased by William Pittman of Ivanhoe.
Soon afterwards, his son, Vern, a returned World War | Army Digger (60th Battalion), acquired the
adjoining 156 acre Gowrie property under a Soldier Settlement Scheme. Vern, after what is said to
have been a decade of courting, married “Isie’ (Isobel) Frost of Darebin. Wellers then remained in
the Pittman name until “Isie's' death in 1983.



William and Vern Pittman were dairy farmers with the usual sideline of raising pigs. Although the
old hotel had long since ceased its years as a public house, it is said to have still maintained about it
a friendly air under the guidance of the popular “Isie' Pittman.

From 1988 Wellers was owned by Katherine and Robert Hendry who carried out extensive
renovations and extensions. The Hendry’s retained the original handmade and fired brick walls and
fireplaces. They restored the cellar and gave the name “Isie’s Place” to the old dining room in
honour of Isabelle Pittman. Robert’s father Norm Hendry was responsible for the hotel’s musical
entertainment program featuring many jazz nights.

Shawn and Stephanie Wolfe purchased the business from Robert Hendry in 2003 and over the next
few years the restaurant became well known for its live acts. Many will remember artists such as
James Reyne, Billy Thorpe, Brian Cadden and Daryl Braithwaite.

In 2015 the business was sold to Steve and Linda Gist, Craig and Dianne Jones and Gregory and
Fiona Anderson.

This was only the third time the restaurant had been on the market in almost a century. Today it is
refurbished as a quality restaurant, trading once more, under the name of FONDATA. It continues
to uphold its long established tradition of hospitality on what is popularly known today as Pittman's
Corner.
Source: Kangaroo Ground — Highland Taken and research carried out by Sandy Cahir in 1998.
C:\Users\Andrew Ross\Doc\Mick Woiwod Highland Taken\Hotels.Doc

WHO WE ARE AND HOW TO CONTACT US

Museum Board Members
Patron: Diana Bassett-Smith

Chairperson: Warwick Leeson OAM
0439-347-797
andrewrossmuseum@outlook.com

Vice Chairperson: David Sharpe
sharpiesw5@aapt.net.au
Secretary/Public Officer: Carol Leeson

0422-307-630
carolanneleeson@gmail.com

Treasurer: Rob Shackleton

The Museum is open:
every Thursday 10.00 am — 12 noon
Open 2 pm — 4 pm on the first Sunday of every month or by appointment

Supported by Nillumbik Shire Council
and Kangaroo Ground Primary School
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