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MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

THE ANDREW ROSS MUSEUM, KANGAROO GROUND 
IS A VICTORIAN AND LOCAL TREASURE …. 

 
We need a lot more community help and involvement to 
keep going and present the Museum proudly to our many 

visitors.     
 

Become a MEMBER for just $10 per year, a LIFE 
MEMBER for $100, or a DONOR - to keep us in 

shape.   
………………………………………………………………… 
 
Diana Bassett-Smith 
Secretary, The Andrew Ross Museum 
School House 
Kangaroo Ground  3097 
 
Please enrol me/us in membership of the Andrew Ross Museum Inc.   
 

��     � Member ($10 per year) 
� Life Member ($100) 

NAME 
…………………………………………………………………. 
ADDRESS 
………………………………………………………………….……
…………………………………………………….   
                   



 

 

CHAIRMAN’S NEWS 
 

COVER PICTURE   This is not Barak!  Perhaps all the years of study, special 
interest and rapport with his Aboriginal colleagues has turned Mick Woiwod 
into a stately warrior.  This picture was taken during our early rehearsal for 
Mick’s “Moonlight Cemetery Walk” in May 1999 when a dozen or so 
pioneering and district personalities were introduced to us after being laid to 
rest from 1851 in the Kangaroo Ground Cemetery.     
 The long spear Mick is wielding was in fact a long staff with a toy 
kangaroo lashed to its top to let Mick’s entourage know where he was in the 
clear moonlight Cemetery Walk and Talk.  This practice is authentically 
Australian and illustrates perfectly the unusual custom of singing in 
monotone, “Tie me kangaroo down, sport, tie me kangaroo down”.   
 

BUSHRANGERS   A very successful Know Kangaroo Ground day was held on 
Sunday 21st November last - commencing at 3pm with several coach tours 
around the district.  This was followed by a BBQ and talk on the Plenty 
Bushrangers - Williams, Fogarty, Jepp and Ellis. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING   At our February meeting we chose a date for our 
Annual Meeting - 8pm Wednesday 29th March, and we invite any of our 
readers who are interested to join our numbers.  Our official accreditation in 
due on May 23rd and this is quite an achievement for all our hard work – 
cataloguing, recording and indexing our huge bundle of old documents and 
history records. 
 

MUSEUM   We have had numerous visitors to the Museum including some 
larger groups, and hope to join with the KG Primary School for Harvest 
Festival early in the year - probably Autumn.    

Victorian Governor, Sir John Gobbo is visiting some Nillumbik 
Shire places in early March and we hope he will “stop off” and view our 
Museum and sign our visitors book - all this yet to be arranged.     
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ANDREW ROSS DIARY   Hopefully, at the end of this year, the Andrew 
Ross Diary will be published by Tarcoola Press.  Preparing the diary for 
publication has been a Herculean task - especially trying to interpret Andrew 
Ross’s short-hand and symbols as he wrote up his diary daily while teaching 
in Kangaroo Ground from 1851 to 1876 when he returned to England and 
died in 1895 having sent many of his reminiscences to the Evelyn Observer now 
edited and recorded by Mick Woiwod in his collection of Reminiscences of 
Andrew Ross - now available at the Museum.   

DONALDSON OAK   The cairn and memorial plaque is now under way for 
the Donaldson Oak (Quercus Robur)  in Donaldson Road, Kangaroo Ground.  
Donors for the stone and plaque have been found and we hope to have a 
suitable celebration halfway through this year - a date yet to be determined.   

SCHWERKOLT Cottage   Recently the Schwerkolt Cottage Committee of 
Management offered us some agricultural implements and old artefacts for 
the Museum.  We accepted this generous offer and very soon will need to 
find more space to display all our wares and tell our history.   

THANKS   My grateful thanks to our energetic Committee of Management 
and to John Austin for such a professional production of recent editions of 
our Chronicle.                                                                                - Bruce Nixon      
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TARCOOLA 

Four years ago, at the opening of the National Trust exhibition of paintings and 
sketches by Superintendent Charles La Trobe, our chairman,  Bruce Nixon, found 
himself face to face with a scene he knew intimately.  The sepia wash of the Yarra 
Valley painted in 1853 was almost exactly the same view Bruce sees every day from 
the garden of his home Tarcoola at Yarra Glen. 

 “I was enchanted by the delicacy of the work and astonished that the 
landscape had changed so little in nearly 150 years.  Apart from a few building and a 
number of vineyards, hardly anything has changed.  What is particularly exciting for 
me is the La Trobe painted his picture from the hill where my house stands.” 

 Bruce is currently involved in a project with Melbourne Water to gradually 
pull out the damaging willows along the banks of the Yarra at Tarcoola and replace 
them with appropriate indigenous trees.  “We do half a kilometre a year,” Bruce 
explains.  “I do the work and they pay me for the trees.  So far we’ve done two-and-
a-half kilometres.  We have been guided in our work by the La Trobe painting of 
Yarra Valley.” 

 The above information is taken from an article in the Age, 13th February 
2000.  Below Bruce is seen at the Government House launch of the Tarcoola Press 
publication Charles Joseph La Trobe - Landscapes and Sketches.  Beside Bruce is the 
Governor, Sir James Gobbo, and Fran Allcock, Chief Executive Officer of the State 
Library of Victoria. 

 

3 

WOULD THE REAL ANDREW ROSS 

PLEASE STAND UP! 

In the steps of the past two issues of the Chronicle here’s a third 19th century 
photograph to trial theories and develop further insights into the men and 
women who set the pattern here in Kangaroo Ground. Is Andrew Ross 
perhaps featured in this one?  

 Despite being a prolific chronicler of the world around him — his 
diary alone running to 150,000 words, his reminiscences to a further 60,000 
and his other writings and lost editions of the Evelyn Observer adding to the 
total — we know precious little of his actual appearance. 

 All we know is that he wasn’t physically strong. Three half days out 
in the harvest field according to his reminiscences left him exhausted and 
taking on the role of tally man counting stooks in future harvests rather than 
the arduous one swinging a sickle.  

 An individual of immense personal energy who thought nothing of 
taking the road to Melbourne on foot on the slightest pretext in his early 
years, and later when fortune smiled in his phaeton, perhaps twice a week, he 
was, nevertheless, no workhorse.  
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In my mind’s eye I picture him as an energetic individual of smallish build yet of 
larger world view thrown among strong-framed farming stock with the main game 
the land they farmed. 

The photo on the previous page derives from the Draper family of firstly 
Kangaroo Ground and later Arthur’s Creek without clue as to the individuals 
featured.  

 The hotel together with associated general store and post office is of course 
that built by Andrew Ross on the rise in Kangaroo Ground above the present tennis 
courts occupied by a home with a pair of roman cypress out front. 

 First the date. Without paths, garden or so much as a front door mat to 
serve mud-encrusted footwear there can be little doubt that the photo was taken 
soon after the complex opened to the public, namely 1 April 1866. This appears to be 
reinforced by the feed-box on legs across the hotel’s front door, positioned, one 
might imagine, because finishing touches were still being added or to  block easy 
access to intending patrons with dirty foot-wear. 

 You see, the hotel section of the complex was opened on 11 July 1864 but it 
wasn’t until April 1866 that the post office store section was added, these having 
previously served as bedrooms for the boarders attending Andrew’s ‘Evelyn 
Industrial, Agricultural and Commercial school’ down the road. 

 The photo is quite obviously posed for effect as was often the case with 
photographs of that era. What though is the effect it has set out to impart? My guess 
is that it is one of proprietorship. Look at the relaxed, bearded figure on the left in 
the bowler hat holding the reins of a saddled horse. (See detail on next page.) Surely 
this can be no other than Andrew Ross? Who else in Kangaroo Ground in 1863 
would own a bowler hat even though not his Sunday best? 

  My guess is that a professional photographer happened to be passing 
through Kangaroo Ground on his way to a killing at Wood’s Point when he was 
button-holed by Andrew keen for a record of his latest achievement. If so, the figure 
alongside him is Mr Edmond Pickett, the publican, the figures in the doorway of the 
post office Mrs Anderson and child. 
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This leaves the two horsemen who since the photograph comes from the Draper 
family might easily be members of that family. 

 This is of course a photo of the first Kangaroo Ground hotel  which  
continued  in  business  until  around  1899 when  the Donaldsons built a second 
hotel which served the local community until the night of Friday 1 August 1930 
when it was completely destroyed by fire. This latest information comes from the 
hand of Harry Gilham who in his extended search for detail concerning the 
Kangaroo Ground War Memorial in the Advertiser unexpectedly located the exact 
date.  

- Mick Woiwod 
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KANGAROO GROUND HOTEL DESTROYED BY FIRE.  
HISTORICAL LANDMARK DISAPPEARS. 

At 1.45am on Friday the Kangaroo Ground Hotel at Kangaroo 
Ground was completely destroyed by fire. 

 The licensee is Mr Hugh Crichton, who has been in the hotel 
for several years.  At the time mentioned Mr Crichton was awakened 
from sleep by an acrid smell, as if of something burning.  He at once 
discovered that the building was on fire, going into the passage.   

 Immediately arousing Mrs Crichton, they just managed to 
escape in their night attire.  Nothing was saved, as the building, which 
was a very old one, was then a mass of flame. 

 So desperate was their position that they had to be supplied 
with clothes by the neighbours. 

 The property, which was constructed of wood, was the 
property of Mr Bruce Donaldson, of Ivanhoe, and was erected 60 
years ago.  In older times, it was a famous hostelry, at which Cobb and 
Co’s coaches had a changing station on the journey from Alexandria to 
Melbourne.   

 It is not known whether the building was insured, but the stock 
and furniture was covered.  They belonged to Mr Crichton, the 
licensee, who will be a heavy loser by the fire, as it is stated that a few 
days ago an offer of £4,500 was made for the place. 

 Mr and Mrs Crichton who, during their residence, have 
become very popular, and who did much for the community’s welfare, 
will receive the sincere sympathy of everyone.  

              - The Advertiser (late Evelyn Observer),                                                            
7                              Friday, August 8, 1930 

KANGAROO GROUND 100 YEARS AGO 

Browsing through old copies of the Evelyn Observer helps to give a picture 
of Kangaroo Ground as it was 100 years ago.   

 Eltham Shire Council members met in the Council Chambers at 
the Kangaroo Ground Hotel, and agreed that “the time has now 
fully arrived when railway communication be granted to this 
district by the extension of the Heidelberg Railway Line to Hurst’s 
Bridge (sic)”.  Meanwhile R Lewis Co maintained a coach service 
between Kangaroo Ground and Heidelberg, charging passengers 
1/- each way.   

 P Ryan, butcher, of Diamond Creek, “begged to notify that his 
carts will run  to Kangaroo Ground Monday, Wednesday and 
Saturday, offering prime meat at reasonable prices”. 

 Local farmers were invited to apply to Commissioners of Savings 
Banks for loans from £50 to £2,000 at 4 ½% interest. 

 Tragedy struck two long-established Kangaroo Ground families.  
Alexander Crichton died on his fiftieth birthday, leaving a widow, a 
son, and eight daughters.  Peter, the 31 year old son of the 
McIntyre family was killed in an accident.  A carrier, he was 
delivering a sewing machine to the caretaker of Mr Shillinglaw’s 
house The Chalet at Panton Hill.  While he was stepping back up 
onto his cart, the horse began moving too soon, Robert was 
thrown under the cart, and two sets of wheels passed over his 
chest. 

 Anglican Church services were held every two weeks on Sunday 
afternoons in the Kangaroo Ground Hall.  At the same venue, a 
Grand Ball was scheduled to be held on the night of January 1st 
1900 “to celebrate the arrival of the new millennium”.             
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1913-1915 DIARY 

Recollections, mystery pictures from the past - all these things have added to 
our knowledge of Kangaroo Ground and its history.  A further valuable 
addition is introduced in this edition of the Kangaroo Ground Chronicle. 
 A diary exists, written in Kangaroo Ground during an eighteen 
month period almost ninety years ago. Pocket book size, it has lost its cover 
and its outer pages are fast fragmenting.  The writer’s name is nowhere to be 
found in it.  On-going research, however, points to his being Francis 
Charlton (1869-1943).  Frank worked on the Kangaroo Ground property for 
its non-resident owner, his brother-in-law, John MacGibbon.  Frank had a 
wife Jemima and three children in the Melbourne suburb Mont Albert.  He 
returned there most Saturday afternoons and rode back to Kangaroo Ground 
early every Monday morning where he worked and managed the Flat Rock 
Road orchard property, Gleniffer Braes. The diary is a work diary. The writer 
records labour, cost and expense details.  At the time, Frank owned a 59 acre 
property nearby, on the Kangaroo Ground-Panton Hill Road.  He later 
acquired a twenty acre lot of the MacGibbon property.  His descendants lived 
on these properties until the 1970s.  The diary has remained at Gleniffer Braes,  
in the homestead, passed on from owner to owner .  Happily, the current 
owners of Gleniffer Braes, Keith and Joan James, are Andrew Ross members, 
and have generously made the diary available. 

 Like most diary writers, Frank Charlton takes care with the first 
entries in his diary, lapsing into scraps and scribble as the weeks and months 
pass.  He begins …. 

September 30th 1913     Came to Hurstbridge by first train, after buying eatibles and 
groceries and arranging with Taylor the grocer to bring along the baggage in the afternoon 
walked on to Gleniffer Braes, there to take charge  of the orchard, found the various 
implements etc very much out of order, the rest of the day and the next were taken up in 
various repairs and sharpening tools. 
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John MacGibbon, his employer’s son who lives elsewhere in Kangaroo 
Ground, is ploughing near the hut with a double plough.  John finds the 
ground “rather dry and hard”.  During the following days posts are split and 
carted for repairing the roadside fence, peach trees are sprayed and prunings 
are gathered.  Mr Willis the orchard inspector calls and condemns the last 
pruning.  Frank notices that his neighbour, J Nicholls, is spraying apple trees 
with a mixture of 6 lbs of bluestone, 8 lbs of soda to 50 gallons of water.  He 
mixes and uses a similar mixture himself and sprays peach trees with arsenate 
and Killemquick.         

 To spend time at home in Melbourne during the week-ends, Frank 
puts the horse Nugget in the buggy, leaves at 3.45 and arrives home at 8.15.  
If he rides there and back on a pony, the journey takes about four hours each 
way.  Other horses are named Dolly, Bess, Venus, and Pride.  Sometimes, 
when he uses the buggy, he brings his wife Jemima and their children back to 
Kangaroo Ground with him.  The “family” includes three Gillespie children, 
from Jemima’s first marriage.   Riding on horseback, Frank and Mr H Muir 
drive some colts and cows to Steels Creek where they are sold. A cow is sold 
to J Bell for  £4-15-0 cash.       

 An additional worker on the property is Willie Dawson.  Willie who 
later became an Eltham Shire councillor, is seventeen years old at the time 
and sometimes turns up for work  and sometimes does not.  He is paid £1-0-
0 for a week’s work.  White maize, melons, pumpkins, tomatoes, and 
Yorkshire peas are sowed.  Frank mentions doing additional work for a Mr 
McIvor and others on  neighbouring properties.  On one occasion he takes 
the buggy to the railway station to meet Mr and Mrs McIvor.  The Heidelberg 
railway service has recently been extended to Hurstbridge, and the nearest 
railway station is at Hurstbridge.  Three trains arrive, but there is no sign of 
the McIvors.  He leaves.  They arrive on the next train and are forced to walk, 
toiling up hill all the way.   

 Dams on the property, and those of neighbours, are puddled.  
Drains  are   dug.    Fruit   trees   are   treated  to  repel  woolly  aphids and 
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codlin moth.  Apple varieties include Munroe, Spitzenburg, Jonathan, Yates, 
Bismark, Rome Beauties, Five Crowns, and Gravenstein.   There are peach 
trees also.  Tree stumps are grubbed out, a repaired cultivator is used, cow 
yards are made.   Bush fires occur nearby in March 1914.  Frank goes to 
Panton Hill to “see effects of fire - fences burnt badly”.  Four months later, 
7th July 1914, there is a fall of snow at Kangaroo Ground.  

 The most frequently used service provider is W J Everitt, the 
Kangaroo Ground blacksmith and wheelwright, where business is brisk and 
items left for repair are often “not ready” when due for collection.     

 Other familiar names in Kangaroo Ground’s history are mentioned.  
A paddock is leased to J Bell Jnr for £20-0-0 a year, two Stevenson pigs are 
purchased for 12/6 and are sold three months later to J Bell for £2-0-0 each.  
A bag of chaff is purchased from Mr Wippell for 3/6.  In September 1914, 
the writer “in evening drove to K G.  Maggie Bell’s wedding”.   

 Nowadays, Keith and Joan James occupy Gleniffer Braes and are 
lovingly maintaining and restoring its fine 90 year old homestead and garden.  
An account of the early history of the property and its first owner, John 
MacGibbon, who was State Secretary For Lands, will feature in a future 
edition of the Kangaroo Ground Chronicle.            

 A grandson of the diary writer, Alex Charlton of Glen Iris, has 
unearthed another diary that belonged to Francis Charlton.  There will be 
further news of this in forthcoming editions of the Chronicle.    

- John Austin 
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THE FLAT ROCK 

I think it was on that road, a special rock made a noise when the horses 
and van passed over it.  Sounded hollow. 

This statement should be familiar to readers of the Kangaroo Ground Chronicle.  
It appeared in an edition last year, amongst some 1918 recollections provided 
by Roy Kendall.  

 Do you have anything to tell about this “special rock”?   

 One reader has agreed with Roy’s statement.  “Arthur Hargreaves 
(1877-1939), who lived not far from it, used to urge the shire engineers to fill 
the hole properly.  He got tired of topping up the hole so that it was safe to 
drive over.” Some have claimed that the rock was a place of special 
significance for aboriginals.  It was a broad expanse of rock with a large 
round hole, perhaps two metres deep, at its centre.  The first white settlers 
found bones in this deep hole.  This discovery gave rise to two explanations. 
According to one, the rock was an aboriginal holy burial place.  According to 
the other, the bones were animal bones, relics of the time when the hole was 
used as a barbecue.   

A former K G resident Brian Charlton, now living in NSW, believes 
the former explanation.  An engineer, he has recently written to the 
Nillumbik Shire Council urging that modern technology be used to “divine” 
the site, that the road be diverted around it, and the rock once more exposed 
to view. More than a hundred years of grading and traffic along Flat Rock 
Road has certainly obliterated all trace of the rock.  Nowadays the road’s 
entire five kilometre length is Macadamised.  Fortunately, two informants 
believe they can identify the site, and they agree.  Keith James, the current 
owner of Gleniffer Braes and former K G resident Howard Stone can point to 
the place.  Perhaps one day the site might be marked by a commemorative 
stone by the roadside.  Or perhaps the “special rock” might be uncovered for 
all to see.                    - John Austin  
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2000 AUTUMN CHATTERBOX 

THE NEW MILLENNIUM arrived with a whiz bang show in Kangaroo 
Ground.  I counted 104 cars parked on both sides of the Yarra Glen Road 
near the War Memorial Tower.  Not only did the city and suburbs explode 
but several properties around us too.  The oo’s and aah’s were everywhere.   

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Andrew Ross Museum will be 
held on 29th March 2000 at 8pm at the Museum.  Nominations for the Board 
will be accepted at the meeting.   

MEMBERSHIP   Members who joined prior to October last year are 
reminded that their Annual Subscriptions are now due.  

ACCREDITATION   The Survey of Museums Australia will take place on the 
23rd of May this year at the Museum.  Your Board is working hard to ensure 
accreditation is achieved.   

HELPERS   Again we are appealing for those who are interested in history 
and preserving the district’s heritage to help in the Museum one or two days a 
year.  To those with curatorial skills, or display skills  we would especially 
like to hear from you.    

VISITORS TO THE MUSEUM   Already this year we have had a Probus 
group of 19 through.  Mick Woiwod gave a talk on the History, and then 
morning tea was served.   

KANGAROO GROUND TOUR   Readers, you may know of a group planning 
its year’s activities.  Maybe a visit to Kangaroo Ground, its Museum, 
Presbyterian Church, War Memorial Tower, and the Cemetery is of interest. 
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ARTISTS TRAIL   The Shire of Nillumbik is closely associated with the 
Artists Trail.  This route  follows the Yarra Valley and extends into 
Kangaroo Ground, renowned not only for its history but also for its 
marvellous views.  If you are following the trail, you might like to include 
the Museum in your itinerary.            

FUTURE FUNCTIONS   Bruce Nixon, our chairman, will unveil a plaque 
commemorating the Donaldson Oak in Donaldson Road.  Members will be 
advised of the date and time.   

THE KANGAROO GROUND SCHOOL is planning an event in Autumn and 
the Museum will be open and have a special Book Stall.  There will be 
some bargains and surprises.        
      - Diana Bassett-Smith,  Hon. Sec.                                          

 

“Just the very one I wanted.” 

Diana, with husband Peter, selects a sandwich at a recent reception at 
Government House. 


