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The Cow Shed, Nicholas Lane, Kangaroo Ground 
By B R Johnson 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

 Cover Picture.  Kangaroo Ground storekeepers Ann and Bob 
Moloney own the property on which this cow shed stands, and 
also own this sketch of it done by artist B R Johnson.  

 
 Read and see how children at the Kangaroo Ground school 

recently learnt some of the skills of the district’s aboriginal early 
inhabitants, on Page 1.   

 
 Ewen Cameron MLA of Pigeon Bank, Kangaroo Ground, had a 

long career in Victorian politics.  Dick Austin continues to survey 
it on Page 3. 

 
 Edward Weller is the man after whom Weller’s Restaurant is 

named. See his picture on Page 7.    
 
 Those squawking, strutting Sulphur-crested Cockatoos have many 

relatives, as Dr Peter Fleming reveals on Page 8.   
 
 Children have been lost and found around Kangaroo Ground.  

Read the story of one such on Page 10.   
 
 Explore more of those local holes in the ground on Page 11. 
 
 What has changed?  On Page 12, the reprinted news items from 

Kangaroo Ground 100 year ago include an idea for combatting an 
increase in the rabbit population in 1903.   

 
 The Secretary’s latest Chatterbox can be enjoyed on Page 13.  
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OF WILLAMS, WONGUIMS AND WHIRLYGIGS 
 

(Eleanor Fowler continues her report on a series of studies done at the Museum last 
year by groups of children attending the Kangaroo Gound Primary School) 
 

Wurundjeri 
The first two sessions focused on history of the local Koorie children. 
 We started with the mega fauna, or big animals, which roamed the 
area for thousands of years and which Aboriginal men hunted.  We measured 
how tall a three-metre kangaroo would have been on butchers’ paper and 
looked at pictures of these animals and newspaper articles about recent 
archaeological finds of these animals (in other parts of Australia).  Our 
students handled little silcrete spearheads.   
 The children heard about the hunting and gathering activities of 
women and young boys, with boys of about fourteen being taught by their 
maternal uncles to hunt with spears hurled from throwing sticks (garrik).  
This program coincided with the Aboriginal display at the museum and 
students were able to handle garriks and other weapons.  
   We told Joseph Furphy’s story of 

seeing a Wurundjeri man demonstrate his 
spear throwing skill by throwing three 
spears at 40 yards through a two-inch door 
latch hole. 
  Wurundjeri men were also known 
among the Kulin people as skilled hunters 
with the boomerang or wonguims.  We 
learned that there were various sorts of 
wonguims.  We painted the returning sort, 
which really worked!  (We used a pattern of 
Jenny Taylor’s, cut out by Neil Kamminga.) 

 
Left: Kangaroo Ground Primary School 
children holding the boomerangs 
(wonguims) they painted.    
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In the next session we learned about Aboriginal housing.  A highlight was to 
build a willam (the local name for a house).  The kids really enjoyed this 
‘hands on’ activity. The two willams are still in the playground, for all the 
children to play in. I’m told that a girl new to Grade 1 at the school asked her 
teacher; “Are we allowed to play in those little stick houses?”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Kangaroo Ground Primary School children and the willam they built. 
 

I must thank Chris Steed for collecting two and three metre pieces of bark 
for the willams - sometimes from standing dead trees!  We also learned 
about the careful way willams were constructed.  They were built with 
their openings to the east, towards the morning sun, away from the hot 
afternoon sun and the cold westerly winds.  The children built a 
cellophane ‘fire’, replicating one that would have been placed at the 
entrance. 

 (to be concluded) 
- Eleanor Fowler 
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HIGH ACHIEVERS OF KANGAROO GROUND 
 

Ewen Cameron 
 
(Continuing a three part series that looks at the life of agriculturist and politician 

Ewen Cameron of “Pigeon Bank” Kangaroo Ground.) 
 

Politician – The Early Years 
 
1874 saw Cameron elected to the Victorian Legislative Assembly as Member 
for Evelyn.  He was to remain the local member for the next 40 years, an 
Australian record at the time. 
 The Victorian Parliament was only 18 years old at the time Cameron 
was elected, and it would be another 25 years before federation and the 
Australian parliament.  Who were the major figures during Cameron’s first 
years as a backbencher?   
 The oldest significant figure was James McCulloch.  Twelve years 
older than Cameron, and also a Scot, McCulloch was elected to the first 
parliament and had been a Minister or Premier for most of his time in 
parliament.  He had led four governments by 1874 and then was Premier 
again from 1875 to 1877 before resigning in 1878.   
 Peter Lalor, an Irishman four years older than Cameron, had been a 
leader in the Eureka uprising, where he had lost an arm.  He also was elected 
to the first parliament, remaining there until his death in 1889.  A Minister 
during the early years of Cameron’s time in Parliament, he was Speaker for 
most of the 1880s.   
 James Service, a Scot eight years older than Cameron, was a minister 
during the early years of Parliament before resigning.  After many 
unsuccessful elections, he was re-elected the same year as Cameron and 
immediately obtained a ministry.  During the 1880s he was twice Premier, 
and his governments are credited with the opening up of the Mallee, 
irrigation, removal of patronage in the public service, the introduction of 
better railways management, anti-sweatshop legislation, land reform and 
additional upper house reform.   
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Duncan Gillies, another Scot a few years older than Cameron, had   
been   in parliament for 14 years prior to Cameron’s arrival, including a 
number of including a number of ministries.  He was a conservative, free 
trader and a dedicated parliamentarian.  During the early years of Cameron’s 
time in parliament, Gillies obtained ministries in all but the Berry 
governments.   

Graham Berry, a Londoner nine years older than Cameron, had been 
in parliament for over a decade prior to Cameron’s arrival.  Berry was a man 
of astonishing energy and skill: tall, thin, distinguished, a voracious reader, 
captivating public speaker and with a prodigious memory, he taught himself 
economics, literature and philosophy despite leaving school at the age of 11.  
Originally a draper, he established a wine and spirit business in South Yarra 
before buying and editing newspapers, including the Geelong Advertiser.  
Already a major opposition figure to McCulloch at the time of Cameron’s 
election, Berry led three governments during the first decade of Cameron’s 
time in parliament.  His agenda was radical: breaking up the large pastoral 
estates via land tax, reforming the public service, compulsory secular 
education, constitutional reform and reform of the undemocratic upper 
house.  The upper house responded by blocking supply and for a time Berry 
became the most hated man in Victoria.  During the 1880s and 1890s he 
variously served as ministers in other governments, as Agent-General in 
London and as Speaker. 
 Cameron’s early years in parliament were dominated by three 
major agendas: the political  struggle  to  achieve an  equitable distribution 
of land and power (represented particularly by Graham Berry and the 
opposition led by the conservatives and the upper house), the beginnings of 
large scale expansion of the railways system, and the Kelly Gang.  Ned Kelly 
wrote to a Victorian politician named Cameron to plead his case a few days 
after the Euroa raid in 1878.  However, it was a Donald Cameron, not Ewen 
Cameron.  Donald Cameron was also a journalist, acting as Melbourne 
correspondent for a number of country newspapers.   
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The Land Boom Years  
 
Duncan Gillies defeated the Service/Berry government in 1886 to form 
government.   This  is the first  government in which Cameron played a part, 
including a number of ministries.  He was a conservative, free trader and a 
dedicated parliamentarian.  During the early years of Cameron’s time in 
parliament, Gillies obtained ministries in all but the Berry governments.   

Graham Berry, a Londoner nine years older than Cameron, had been 
in parliament for over a decade prior to Cameron’s arrival.  Berry was a man 
of astonishing energy and skill: tall, thin, distinguished, a voracious reader, 
captivating public speaker and with a prodigious memory, he taught himself 
economics, literature and philosophy despite leaving school at the age of 11.  
Originally a draper, he established a wine and spirit business in South Yarra 
before buying and editing newspapers, including the Geelong Advertiser.  
Already a major opposition figure to McCulloch at the time of Cameron’s 
election, Berry led three governments during the first decade of Cameron’s 
time in parliament.  His agenda was radical: breaking up the large pastoral 
estates via land tax, reforming the public service, compulsory secular 
education, constitutional reform and reform of the undemocratic upper 
house.  The upper house responded by blocking supply and for a time Berry 
became the most hated man in Victoria.  During the 1880s and 1890s he 
variously served as ministers in other governments, as Agent-General in 
London and as Speaker. 

 Cameron’s early years in parliament were dominated by three 
major agendas: the political  struggle  to  achieve an  equitable distribution 
of land and power (represented particularly by Graham Berry and the 
opposition led by the conservatives and the upper house), the beginnings of 
large scale expansion of the railways system, and the Kelly Gang.  Ned Kelly 
wrote to a Victorian politician named Cameron to plead his case a few days 
after the Euroa raid in 1878.  However, it was a Donald Cameron, not Ewen 
Cameron.  Donald Cameron was also a journalist, acting as Melbourne 
correspondent for a number of country newspapers.   
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The 1890s Crash 
 
Financial storm clouds were gathering during 1890, and in 1891 the land 
boom crashed into the 1890s depression.  Banks and building societies closed 
their doors, taking the savings of the public with them.  James Munro led the 
opposition during the Gillies/Deakin years and in 1890 he defeated the 
government, forcing Gillies to resign the premiership.  After initially working 
as a printer, he had become one of Melbourne’s most prominent land 
financiers, with a network of banks, building societies and insurance 
companies.  He also opened the Grand Coffee Palace, now the Windsor 
Hotel.  Munro presented as a staunch Calvanist, an uncompromising 
advocate of temperance, sabbatarianism and personal morality.   

Munro was seen by the public as a successful businessman able to 
steer Victoria through a time of economic difficulty, but his government, like 
the Gillies/Deakin government, did nothing.  Worse still, Munro himself was 
badly compromised by his own actions.  He had assured investors in his own 
banks and building societies that their capital was safe, and he had launched 
new share floats while his banks and building societies were sinking into debt, 
fraudulently showing shareholders false transaction records.  Munro’s 
government not only failed to manage the crash, but it created a scheme to 
allow fraudulent directors to be absolved of any public and prosecutable 
responsibility for their actions, so allowing fraudulent prominent citizens to 
retain both their social standing and economic influence. Major beneficiaries 
of this scheme were land boom parliamentarians and their business and social 
confederates.  Not surprisingly, parliament came to be seen as a body run by 
bumblers, criminals or both, and Munro was loathed.  The moralistic 
Calvanist Munro was seen to be protecting himself and his associates rather 
than taking any responsibility for his actions.   

Early in 1892 Munro appointed himself Agent-General in London 
and sailed away, leaving debt, anger and disillusionment behind him.  Gillies 
was opposition leader during this period, and Deakin was now a backbencher 
concentrating on his legal career and the federation campaign.  Cameron, 
fortunately, played no role in the Munro government. 

  (to be concluded)                 - Dick Austin 
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Edward Weller 
 

b. Bedfordshire, England, 1836, d. Kangaroo Ground, 1883 
 

(photo courtesy Julie Aarons, a Weller descendant) 
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BIRDS OF KANGAROO GROUND 
 

The Cockies 
 

On Australia Day two large black birds with yellow cheek patches and yellow 
panes in their tails flew lazily into the large black wattle in front of our house.  
We were being favoured by a visit of the Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos who 
return periodically to feed on the grubs that attack the black wattles and on 
the seeds of the pine trees, hakeas and banksias.  The next day there were 
three, the next day four and then about fifteen.  Word spreads quickly about 
a good feed! 

Yellow-tailed Black-
Cockatoos are big birds, over half a 
metre long, and fly with a 
characteristic slow, deep wing beat.  
Their cry is also distinctive – a weird 
far carrying squawking which is also 
slow and not so raucous as the 
more familiar Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoo.   
 Other members of the 
family that can be seen frequently in 
Kangaroo Ground are the Little 
Corella, Galah and the Gang-gang.   
 The little Corella is a 35-
39cm white bird with a small crest 
that is usually folded.  They were 
rare here ten years ago but have 
become increasingly common and 
are now present almost every day, 
but nearly always flying from west  
to east.   

  
                                                                          The Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
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            They seem to be spreading further south and east and are easily 
distinguished from the Sulphur-crested Cockatoo in being smaller, less 
raucous and flying continuously while the Sulphur-crested glides every few 
wing beats.   

     The handsome pink and grey Galah is similar in size to the 
Corellas and also has a small crest.  When they fly over they are nearly always 
in pairs.  They form nomadic flocks for the first couple of years and then 
mate for life and live in the same territory unless driven out by drought.  
They may forage for up to 20 kilometres from home.   

 

        The Gang-gang is a slightly smaller 
dark grey cockatoo but is very distinctive.  
They have crests which are quite smart, the 
male having a bright red head and crest while 
the female is all dark grey with light red 
edges to the breast feathers.  They are 
usually detected by their call - like the 
creaking of a rusty hinge – while feeding 
inconspicuously on seed pods in a bush, 
especially our hawthorn hedges. 

 

The Gang-gang Cockatoo 
              All the cockatoos, including the beautiful Glossy and Red-tailed 

Cockatoos and Cockateil further north, have powerful articulated bills which 
they use for tearing open wooden seed cases and cones and ripping into the 
wood of trees to capture insect larvae.  They also have two toes pointing 
forward and two pointing backward, which are well adapted for both 
climbing and grasping.  They look most intriguing when standing in a wattle 
tree on one powerful leg while the other acts like a hand to hold a seedpod 
for the bill to tear apart. 

 Australia is the stronghold for the cockatoos so they are real 
Australians.   

- Peter Fleming 
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LITTLE BOY LOST 
 
In the 1950s, when you are two-and-a-half years old, and the son of a 
Kangaroo Ground farmer, it is great fun to be on the tractor and trailer all 
morning.   

When you are plonked down outside the back door of the farm 
house, however, and told to run into Mummy and have lunch while your 
father collects a load of timber fence posts from a neighbour’s property, it is 
no fun at all.    

So you choose to follow the tractor and trailer along the country 
road, even though you have only button up slipper on your feet, and you 
can’t keep up with the tractor and trailer.    

By the time you arrive at a fork in the road, you have lagged so far 
behind that you can no longer see the tractor and trailer.    

You reckon you’ll find them if you choose the down hill road and 
you keep walking, and walking, and walking ….. 
 Meanwhile, having collected the load of timber fence posts from a 
neighbour’s property, the farmer returns home along the uphill road, unloads 
the posts, sits down to eat his own lunch, and learns that his young son is 
missing.   

Each parent has assumed the toddler was with the other.   
A quick search begins.   
He cannot be found.   
The police are telephoned.   
Neighbours are alerted.   
Soon the hills and valleys of the property are black with helpful 

Kangaroo Ground folk, combing the ground and calling for the missing 
child.  Stories are told of children falling asleep in cupboards and hay sheds. 
The farmer wades into the dam nearest the house.… 
 The telephone rings.  The nearest police station has received a 
message that a little boy has been found wandering along the road to Wattle 
Glen.  A motorist has picked him up and taken him to the next house by the 
roadside.   
 Within half an hour the family are reunited.   

The two-and-a-half year old toddler had walked for three kilometres.    
-                                             10                                   -   John Austin  

 



ANOTHER HOLE IN KANGAROO GROUND 
 

Adding to stories that have appeared in recent editions of the Chronicle about 
holes in the ground and people having lucky escapes from them, is this one.   
 In Moonlight Road, Kangaroo Ground, in the late 1950s lived Max 
Clarke.  An energetic young man, still a bachelor, he hobby farmed his 
property at Kangaroo Ground in addition to managing a rapidly growing pest 
control business in Melbourne.  One of his successful hobbies was growing 
mushrooms.  One day he showed me the secret place where he grew them.  
At the base of a hill, he rolled back a few upright planks and took me into a 
kind of cave.   The cave was about fifteen metres long, high enough to walk 
in, and there seemed to be daylight at the end of it.  Extending along its level 
floor was a small rail track with a truck on it.  Everything was in a perfect 
state of preservation, even the rope for pulling attached to one end of the 
truck.  At the far end, Max had his mushrooms growing, where a ventilation 
shaft rose to an opening in the hillside above.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Max believed all this was a relic of the district’s mining past.  When I 
described all this to a recent visitor to the Andrew Ross Museum, however, 
he corrected this belief.  The visitor explained that such arrangements were 
made by local orchadists to keep their fruit in cool storage. 
 

- John and Lilian Austin 
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100 YEARS AGO 
 

During the early months of 1903 the Evelyn Observer, published in Kangaroo 
Ground, reported in quaint style the following local happenings: - 
 
 A public meeting was called at Arthur’s Creek to discuss action that 

could be taken to poison rabbits.  Kangaroo Ground’s blacksmith, Mr 
William Everitt, was present at the meeting and exhibited a very 
ingenious yet simple machine for laying poison.  It will plough the furrow 
and lay the poison at any intervals required. It caused considerable 
interest and the opinion was expressed that with it one person could lay 
the poison on hundreds of acres in a very short time.       

 
 

 
 The Kangaroo Ground picnic was held on New Year’s Day at Fairlea on 

the Yarra, Mr Parbury having kindly granted the use of his paddocks for 
the occasion.  Gentle zephyrs were wafted from across the river and the 
sun shone regardless of expense.  The tug of war caused much 
amusement.  A ball was held in the evening at the local hall.       

 
 A marriage of some local interest took place on New Year’s Eve, the 

contracting partners being Mr James Nicholas, snr, and Miss Karen-
Happuch Kezia Jemima Alexandria Scarce, only daughter of Mr Henry 
Scarce, snr, of Kangaroo Ground.  After the ceremony the newly wedded 
pair went to Melbourne by the Whittlesea train to spend their 
honeymoon. 
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CHATTERBOX 
 
 A Happy and Safe New Year to everyone. 
 
 What a summer it has been with many weather records being equalled or 

broken.  During the 1967 drought, the Yarra flow through the rapids 
below our home was reduced to a narrow passage.  One day when down 
at the river I had a shovel with me which I placed between the rocks and 
stopped the Yarra for all of ten seconds.  Today, drought restrictions 
have assisted in maintaining the flow, but we may see the flow severely 
restricted.  Damns in the area are rapidly drying. Please get out your 
cameras and record any exceptional occurrences.  Not only can this help 
the historian but also the Shire planners.  Rainfall last year for our area 
was 17.82 inches or 7127mm – 63% of our average annual rainfall.  No 
wonder the land is dry!   

 
 Do you know what is Australia’s oldest and longest-serving rural 

volunteer fire brigade?  It is the Kangaroo Ground Brigade.  And last 
Sunday, February 9th, 2003, the brigade celebrated its 111th Birthday with 
an evening picnic on the oval behind the school.  Mayor Les de Man and 
Deputy Mayor Bob Stubbings attended.  State Parliament was 
represented by our new member Ms Green MLA.  A cheerful time was 
had by all, the children especially enjoying the smokehouse.  The 
Museum was represented with its book and publications stall, manned by 
Mick and Marg Woiwod, while Peter and Wenda Fleming dispensed 
produce which included Wenda’s lemon butter.  The Kangaroo Ground 
vignerons were there too.  We were able to taste the wines from both the 
vineyard of Ken King, who is looking forward to a good harvest as the 
black soils on which his vines grow is still moist, and from Roger and 
Robyn Male’s Evelyn County Estate.  Roger and Robyn also expect a good 
harvest but report that the kangaroos have been sampling the grapes.  I 
hope the Stevenson Vines are spared.  The Tug of War was won by the 
Brigade this year from the Pony Club.   
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      Two former captains of the Brigade attended: Graham Taylor  who 
formerly lived at Pretty Hill and now lives at Yarra Glen, and Don Ness 
and his wife Joan. (Mick Woiwod will make further reference to this 
event in an article for publication in the next edition of the Chronicle).    

 

 The Museum’s year begins with the Board developing new exhibitions.  
The mammoth job of computerizing and cataloguing the collection 
continued throughout the summer. Visits from local schools as part of 
their History curriculum continue.   

 

 Joy and Bruce Ness who did so much to found the Museum are not in 
the best of health.  We send them our best wishes for 2003.  It is good to 
see that George, husband of Museum Board member Noel Williams, is 
home again after some time in hospital.   

 

 Peter Bassett-Smith has these philosophical ideas which he has arranged 
into the following, believing they may be helpful to those setting out on 
the road of life: - 

 
Raise you sights, take your aim 
Aim and objective are vital in life’s game, 
Stick to facts never to rumour, 
Always keep a sense of humour. 
Observe. Remember and Compare. 
With perseverance you will get there. 
Never fear.  Never Doubt. 
Success is failure turned inside out.   
 

-  refer Peter Bassett-Smith 
 

 The Museum has set its sight on Accreditation and it is well advanced in 
its aim.  We are amassing lots of facts, and persevering without doubt to 
achieve our objectives 

 
 
                                                                                              -   Diana Bassett-Smith 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 


