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25 YEARS OF RECONCILIATION IN NILLUMBIK  

1998 - 2023 
In 1998, the then Mayor of Eltham delegated an Advisory Group to arrange a ceremony to promote 

reconciliation in the Shire.  The event, (The Gayip) was held in Wingrove Park in May 1998.  The 

Mayor made a statement of Apology and an Acknowledgement of past injustices to the Wurundjeri 

People in the presence of Wurundjeri Elders. 

 

A document of Commitment to Reconciliation was also handed to and accepted by a Wurundjeri 

Elder.  A Coolamon was presented by Uncle Ian Hunter to the Mayor, and this is now in the Art 

Collection at the Shire.  From the Advisory Group the Reconciliation Group was born. 
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Mick Woiwod was a strong advocate and driver of the Reconciliation Group and wrote many books 

and articles on the subject of the history of the Wurundjeri people, one of which was his novel “The 

Last Cry” (available at the Andrew Ross Museum). 

 

Mick Woiwod 

Past PATRON 

Andrew Ross Museum 

 

Mick and other Kangaroo Ground residents were instrumental in the setting up of the Kangaroo 

Ground Museum, known as the ………..Andrew Ross Museum. 

 

 
 

ANZAC DAY  2023   The Legend of “John ‘Barney’ Hines 

A World War 1 Larrikin” 

Part of the Address at the ANZAC SERVICE 2023 

given by Terry Phillips– a War Historian 
 

This Legend, ‘Barney’ stood for, reckless valour in a good cause, for enterprise, resourcefulness, 

fidelity, comradeship and endurance that will never admit defeat, was said to be born on the scrub 

covered hills and gullies of Gallipoli.  Very few Australians know enough about the part played by 

the Diggers on the Western Front battlefields.  Nearly 10 times the number of Australian soldiers 

fought on the Western Front than did at Gallipoli and they fought five times as long, in equally 

shocking conditions. 

 

There were many heroes who emerged and have been enshrined in our folklore and history and 

many acts of bravery that went unrecognized due to indifference to military authority and 

indiscipline when on or away from the battlefield.  One such person was John “Barney” Hines. 

 

Indiscipline, misbehaviour, and public drunkenness were reportedly widespread in AIF during the 

war.  There were examples of Australian soldiers being involved in looting, and the practice of 

“scrounging” or “souveniring” was widespread.  Following the war, indiscipline was often 

portrayed as harmless larrikinism. 

 

Private John ‘Barney ‘ Hines ‘The souvenir king of the AIF’. In the latter half of 1916 John, in his 

mid 40s, joined up in Sydney in 1915.  “Is this where I join up?” he growled in guttural tones, laced 

with a thick accent.  Born in Liverpool, England, gave his age as 36 and his occupation as 

comprising of a variety of trades.  He had served in the British Territorial Forces for three and a half 

years. 
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He sailed for England and further training at a camp on Salisbury Plain began to prove that he was 

to be quite a handful in camp, frequently giving himself extended leave periods – the last one 

resulting in a penalty of 60 day’s detention and forfeiture of 109 days’ pay.  

 

Allocated to the 45th Battalion, he embarked for France and the Western Front in March 1917.  

Digger comrades dubbed Barney ‘Wild Eyes’ and his escapades soon became famous for going into 

action clutching two sandbags stuffed with Mills bombs.  His battalion officers recognized his 

natural fighting ability, but despaired of ever turning him into a trained and disciplined soldier.  

When given a Lewis gun, entranced, he said “This’ll do me”, he growled …”it’s just like hosing the 

bastards down”.  It is suspected that Barney had killed more German soldiers than any other person 

in the AIF. 

 

The man was fearless, and his natural ability to inspire confidence in his fellow soldiers was 

immensely reassuring.  Yet, at times, he would behave in the most reckless, unorthodox, gallant or 

inexplicable manner.  He was renowned for refusing to leave a wounded soldier behind.  He 

repeatedly set off on his own, under heavy fire to rescue casualties.  Barney never tired of searching 

for and burying bodies that had been missed or forgotten. 

 

In the mud and slush of Octagon Trench, when he and Second Lieutenant Hopgood became 

separated from the rest of their platoon, the uneasy quiet was pierced by machine-gun fire and 

Hopgood was wounded in the arm.  The salvo came from a German pillbox which Barney realized 

had to be eliminated, so he crept forward and climbed on the top of the offending concrete 

fortification and, to the astonishment of the resident Germans, to get them to come out of hiding, he 

danced on the roof taunting them and dropped right in front of the door throwing in a few Mills 

bombs.  The surviving 63 Germans, including a general, all surrendered to Barney.  Whilst 

destroying another machine-gun post he was wounded and spent the next six weeks recuperating in 

hospital.  While on a day’s convalescent leave he found a chestnut horse with a saddle but no rider, 

a British Officers horse no doubt, and took it ‘home’ and traded it for a bottle of whisky. 

 

Barney continued on with his raids on troublesome pillboxes, the taking of German prisoners and 

relieved his somewhat indignant captives of their personal possessions and equipment – watches, 
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cash and any other saleable items and added them to his growing stash of ‘finds’ as he always stole 

all sorts of items from German soldiers who were either dead or captured. 

 

Barney’s penchant for booty continued whilst at Villers-Bretonneux, he liberated a piano which he 

kept for a few days until persuaded to give it away.  On another occasion he scored a grandfather 

clock which he carried back to the trenches.  But, after its hourly chimes were found to attract 

German fire, his mates blew it up with – what else?  But a Mills bomb. 

 

In Armentieres, he came across a keg of Bass beer which he started to roll toward his battalion but 

was stopped by military police.  Unfazed, he left the keg and rounded up fellow Diggers who 

returned to drink it on the spot. 

 

In Amiens, in 1918, the AIF found the beautiful cathedral city deserted and many hours later, 

British military police found Barney in the vaults of the Bank of France, where he had already 

squirreled away millions of francs, packed neatly in suitcases.  Hauled off for questioning by the 

British who were nonplussed on what to do with the reprobate, returned him to his unit.  It cost him 

fourteen days’ pay but he had managed to keep the banknotes he had stuffed into his pockets. 

 

He was renowned for the party he held at Villers-Bretonneux after he found a cache of 1870 

champagne and tinned delicacies.  His mates were decked out in top hats and dress suits which he 

had somehow acquired.  Just after it ended, he scored a bullet wound over his eye, another in his leg 

and a whiff of gas.  Despite protests, he was hospitalized at Etaples, being almost blinded. 

 

Any time the Diggers wanted souvenir items Barney could supply them, ‘at a price’.  It is rumored 

that, after a photo of a scruff Barney with his souvenirs was seen by the Kaiser, he was furious and 

put a price on Barney’s head of 100,000 marks, dead or alive!  He survived many other very 

dangerous situations and carried out numerous more deadly bomb raids, and was undergoing 

hospital treatment when German planes launched a savage attack on the facility.  Casualties were 

heavy, including Barney who caught a piece of shrapnel in his heel. Despite his injuries and 

supported by a crutch, he worked through the night to help the hospital staff move the patients to 

safety.  He didn’t return to active service and was repatriated to Australia in 1919 and discharged as 

medically unfit. 

 

Post war Barney wandered the countryside trying his hand at a variety of jobs.  He returned to the 

outer Sydney area of Mount Druitt where he lived a lonely existence in a little old bag shack 

surviving on his war pension, income from odd jobs and money from the sale of his precious 

souvenirs.  His story, and plight, was told in the RSL of NSW magazine Reveille.  Old Diggers sent 

donations to help their old mate and when he sat down to his first real Christmas dinner for many 

years, he said, “I’d like to meet that bloke and keep an eye on him in the next war”. 

 

Barney passed away 29th January 1958 and was buried in Rookwood Cemetery in a grave, 

unmarked, until 1971 when Mount Druitt sub-branch of the RSL of Australia paid for a headstone. 

 

Lest We Forget 
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VALE Les Clarke AM 
Founding ELTHAM College Chairman 

 

It is with much sadness that The Eltham College advise our community that Les Clarke AM, our 

founding ELTHAM College Chairman, past parent, past grandparent and College Life Member 

passed away on Tuesday 24 January. 

 

We express our deepest condolences to Val, Andrew, Glenda, Ross, Margaret, Helen, Mark, Alix 

(Class of 2008), Dale (Class of 2011), Amy (Class of 2014), Aidan (Class of 2012) Dylan (Class of 

2011) and Gemma (Class of 2013). 

 

In 1972, as a founding partner of architectural firm ClarkeHopkinsClarke, Les expressed his 

concern about a lack of local options to educate his daughter Helen.  His client and friend Bert 

Stevens, Principal of Essendon Grammar School, suggested he start a school in the area. 

 

A year later, together with others in the community, Les founded what was to become the first 

major independent secular school in Australia.  Les was appointed Founding Chairman, with Mr 

Desmond D. Davey appointed as the first Principal, and building commenced.  Classes at ELTHAM 

College started on Tuesday 12 February 1974 with 135 students, eight staff and one building.  This 

was an incredible accomplishment. 

 

Les also became the Eltham Shire President in October 1973, and he remained a Shire Councillor 

until 1988.  In January 1992, he became a Member of the Order of Australia [AM] in 'recognition of 

service to the community through the design of schools which incorporate community facilities’. 

 

In 2016 Les retired from ClarkeHopkinsClarke after 56 years in the practice.  The practice designed 

all the buildings at the College and established, with Ivan Stranger, the format of the College's 

uniquely Australian informal landscape.  

 

 
  

https://www.facebook.com/ELTHAMCollege/photos/a.402859561681/10158695851996682/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWVGASnjR4oi9zs-yQkjDghY7UgeX7LcamFhNJcW9khe3l4uIjPgXnJECHZfPSYPwCX0ngbSWFsahqX1Cw4Eqdw7BnYHl-PhegkZM0gxjoVKcOIQo4CVBS5i9yxSeCaPCPExU5jgTxaR97uHEtP-Ghr0HFbYryVgg5erm2QX_RGGw&__tn__=EH-R


6 

ANDREW ROSS MUSEUM  - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

DATE:   Thursday, July 20th 

PLACE:   ‘Wycliffe’   Graham Rd, Kangaroo Ground (MAIN entrance) 

TIME:    10.30 am 

Guest Speaker:   Helen Sahl   “The History and Role of Wycliffe”  

 the museum’s near neighbour. 
 

TO BECOME A SUPPORTER OF ANDREW ROSS MUSEUM 

Name : .....................................................................................................................  

Address: ...................................................................................................................  

Email for Chronicles: ..............................................................................................  

Mobile:.....................................................................................................................  

 

 

TO BECOME A VOLUNTEER AND ASSIST THE MUSEUM 

PLEASE PHONE 04 22 307 630 

 

If you wish to make a donation to help with the running of the museum: 
 

Bendigo Bank 

BSB 633 000 

A/c 140 483 777 

 
 

WHO WE ARE AND HOW TO CONTACT US 
 

Museum Board Members 

Patron: Diana Bassett-Smith 

Chairperson: Warwick Leeson OAM 

0439-347-797 

andrewrossmuseum@outlook.com 

Vice Chairperson: David Sharpe 

sharpiesw5@aapt.net.au 

Secretary/Public Officer:   Carol Leeson 

0422-307-630 

carolanneleeson@gmail.com  

Treasurer: Rob Shackleton 
 

The Museum is open: 

every Thursday 10.00 am – 12 noon 

Open 2 pm – 4 pm on the first Sunday of every month or by appointment 
 

Supported by Nillumbik Shire Council 

and Kangaroo Ground Primary School 

mailto:andrewrossmuseum@outlook.com
mailto:sharpiesw5@aapt.net.au
mailto:carolanneleeson@gmail.com

