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KANGAROO GROUND POST OFFICE
from General Store to Winery

Ann and Bob Moloney ran the General Store and Post Office in the Kangaroo Ground Store from
1993 until 2004. The Kangaroo Ground district had been settled by farmers even before Victoria’s
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mailto:andrewrossmuseum@outlook.com

Gold Rush began, and in 1851 a Presbyterian Church School had been started. On 4 October 1854
when a post office opened at Kangaroo Ground, it was located at or very near this school, with the
head-teacher Andrew Ross, also undertaking the postal duties. He was paid 20 pound per annum
for these arduous duties; records show that 3201 letters and 4912 parcels were handled at the Post
Office during 1860.

‘Due to dropping numbers of students attending his school, as a consequence of the
opening up of the new track to Wood’s Point .... the extent of the field and its reported
richness appeared to promise a continuance of traffic..... and the want of a hotel

became apparent. Added to this was the sale of grog in the neighbourhood, upon what

is called the sly grog principle, was becoming apparent and extensive. These were

among the chief causes for my determination to build a hotel at the top of the hill by the
main road.’ Diary of Andrew Ross p.146

Times were changing and there was a steady decline in numbers attending Ross’s Evelyn school
where he was dependent on paying boarders, and a general decline in the price of farm produce due
to cheaper produce being shipped in from abroad.

At that time Andrew Ross took apart the school dormitory houses, relocated them further up the hill
to serve as post office and store. On 17 April 1866, the Post Office was transferred from Andrew
Ross to James Anderson and the Post Office was run out of the store.

Alongside he set about building his hotel. When complete he installed as licensee Edmund Pickett,
a Melbourne carrier. (The hotel was just past the now tennis courts where the pencil pines are still
standing.

On 17 April 1866, the Post Office was transferred from Andrew Ross to James Anderson and the
Post Office was run out of the store. Anderson is recorded as postmaster until 1869, then William
McLoughlin from 1870 to 1881.

In November 1891, the post office transferred from alongside the Kangaroo Ground Hotel to a
general store already established on the site of the Kangaroo Ground Supply Store. The mail
service improved in 1892 when coaches ran from Melbourne to Queenstown (now St Andrews),
and changed at Kangaroo Ground twice daily, to be picked up at the locals’ leisure.

The only telegraph office in the district from March 1889 was at the Kangaroo Ground Post Office.
A former resident recalled that later, in the early 1900s, he often rode his pony to deliver telegrams
and was paid one shilling a mile porterage.

3 o’clock am on the last day of 1898 (Hogmanay), saw disaster strike and the Kangaroo Ground
Store was burnt to the ground. Ruth Burns and her eight children were saved but not the dwelling
house, store or Post Office. The post office facilities were transferred to the schoolhouse opposite,
where Jessie Burns (the Burns daughter) became the district Post Mistress. It was returned to the
General Store in 1904 when the Wraight family took over and were the longest serving Storekeeper,
including the Post Office, from 1904 until 1945.

Reference: Kangaroo Ground ‘ The Highland Taken’ chpt.13: Mick Woiwod

The Post Office remained as part of the store until 2004, when the Queensland owner of the
freehold of the store decided to take over the running of the business but did not want to continue
with the Post Office business.

From 1993 until 2004 the licensees of the Kangaroo Ground Post Office were Ann and Bob Molony. In 2003
the owner of the store freehold, also Ann and Bob’s landlord, decided to remodel and refit the store floorplan to
be primarily a takeaway food and DVD movie hire shop, there was no room to accommodate the Post Office.



The Post Office had no place to go! Australia Post were prepared to supply a caravan as temporary
accommodation short term only.

In 2001 Ken King built the winery building and had some spare
space, so in discussions between Ann and Bob it was agreed to move
the Post Office into the winery post haste. Ken commissioned local
builder Bill to partition off an area to Australia Post specifications,
relocate the PO boxes, build the verandahs, and lay paving.
Additional post boxes were purchased by Ken, taking the total from
285 t0 532 as there was a demand for additional boxes.

Little did we know that we were in breach of the Nillumbik Planning
Scheme, as the winery land was not zoned commercial retail.
Nillumbik Planning Officers served notice that the Post Office could
not be relocated to 15 Graham Road Kangaroo Ground. Outraged
that “red tape” was about to banish the Post Office from Kangaroo Ground, Ken took this issue to local MP
Danielle Green, and with persuasive argument the Planning Minister, Mary Delahunty signed a site specific
amendment to allow a postal agency at 15 Graham Road, signed Christmas Eve 2003. “Is it the intent of the
Nillumbik Planning Scheme to prevent a Post Office from crossing the road once every 100 years?”” Mary
couldn’t sign the amendment fast enough. Ken continued relocating the Post Office for Ann and Bob to the
dismay of Nillumbik Planning Officers. They commenced court proceedings oblivious to the signing of the
amendment. “I wasn’t going to tell them” said Ken, “They will find out in due course.”

So the relocation happened. . ...the first time a Post Office is co-located with a winery. Danielle Green MP was
so happy with the result she even arranged for British MP Angela Eagle to visit for a tipple. Britain at the time
was looking for a successful model to privatise their Postal Network.

The hard work done, Ann and Bob decided to retire, and Ken King became licensee of the Post Office on April
Fools Day 2004. The Post Office boxes still on the outside wall of the store, are a chattel of the freehold owner
of the store and a historical visual reminder of the past.




Ken King is now the Postmaster. He has a door with stained glass depicting the history of which he

IS now a part. Stained glass was created by Shan Schnookal in 2004; another artist coming to relish
the environment.
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Originally, the Post Office worked on letter handling with a small number of parcels taking up a shelf. In the

last 20 years it has grown from that one shelf of parcels to now a constant flow of a variety of parcels,
generating enough business to fill a complete room.



On the outside wall today there are some 500 metal locked mail boxes.

ARTICLE TAKEN FROM THE CHRONICLE (Volume 11 Spring 2005)

Unusual post office

In the not quite bustling hamlet of Kangaroo Ground, about 30 kms north east of Melbourne, is a
Licensed Post Office. Not one of your ordinary ones, mind you, but probably the only one of its
kind in the great land of Oz.

In the weeks ahead people entering this very practical green shed will see that it harbours stainless
steel tanks, French oak barrels and other bits and bobs that definitely point to the wine industry.

There you have it. A Post Office in a wine shed. And don’t forget the aroma issuing from this
shed at a certain time of the year — it draws people like a magnet.

Kangaroo Ground is one of those little places with a store, a museum, tennis courts, primary school,
church, a school of languages and this post office. It’s surrounded by cattle and sheep farms and the
more contemporary olive trees and vineyards. Quite a few people commute to the city but are
thankful they can come home to this beautiful place on the cusp of the Yarra Valley.

The people round here were asked whether they wanted a
mail delivery service but most of us knocked it back
because we enjoy visiting the post office. Ken King, our
“Postie” as the Licensee calls himself is not only into
wine but also people. He is a most affable bloke,
interested in everything and a great deliverer of jokes as
well as mail. It’s a place where all of us Kangaroo
Ground people find going to the Post Office a place for a
bit of a talk, how the grapes are going and who got their
1 VCE. Oh, and you can put your money in the biscuit tin
- for the papers.

Off stage to the actual Post Office is a tasting room. Well the main product has to be checked out,
doesn’t it? Very soon Ken will be out there in the vineyard to check the sugar content of the grapes.
Then comes the time for the pickers. I love this time and I can’t wait to see the big vats with their
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pink bubbling loads of fermenting grapes. The Chardonnay is more decorous and does its thing in
beautiful tall Italian stainless steel vats.

At the moment the wedding veils are all over the vines, except two rows right in the middle. | was
puzzled about this and asked Ken why were they not covered. Expecting some arcane answer, he
said he’d run out of netting!

A long time ago around the 1850s, Kanga was settled by the many families from Scotland and quite
a few Europeans. Amazingly a lot of these families still own land here, and the nicest thing about
the whole place is that it really hasn’t changed much. The views are still breathtaking, the cows
mumble away at real grass and the kangaroos still live all over the place. There will be some
drinking at my little pond tonight. So here’s a toast to Kangaroo Ground and the people and to the
museum, school and church and not forgetting that very special Post Office in the wine shed.

- Sheila Dixon

The Andrew Ross Museum houses the original Post Office store bell and the Post Office scales, used in the
store.

DID YOU KNOW

That the Yarra Glen Mobile Library can be located at Panton Hill Memorial Reserve, St Andrews
Hall and the Hurstbridge Primary School on a Tuesday, Kangaroo Ground, North Warrandyte and
Diamond Creek on a Wednesday, Christmas Hills Primary School on a Friday?

Visit www.yprl.vic.gov.au for further information regarding joining the library, reserving your
books and picking them up on the day the mobile unit is in your area.

WHO WE ARE AND HOW TO CONTACT US

Museum Board Members

Patron: Diana Bassett-Smith

Chairperson: Warwick Leeson OAM
0439-347-797
andrewrossmuseum@outlook.com

Vice Chairperson: David Sharpe
sharpiesw5@aapt.net.au

Secretary/Public Officer: Carol Leeson
0422-307-630
carolanneleeson@gmail.com

Treasurer: Rob Shackleton

The Museum is open:
every Thursday 10.00 am — 12 noon
Open 2 pm — 4 pm on the first Sunday of every month or by appointment

Supported by Nillumbik Shire Council
and Kangaroo Ground Primary School
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