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GLIMPSING TREASURES

In the present wet and wintry conditions the thought of getting out and about can seem an idea best
left until warmer weather. So while we huddle by the heater, we thought it was a good time to whet
our supporters’ appetites for all things antique with a sneak peek at some of our latest acquisitions.

DRESSER

Featuring large in Room 1 is this beautiful dresser, donated by life patron Diana Bassett-Smith and
her family.


http://www.andrewrossmuseum./
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Built in England and shipped to Australia, its story here began in Portland in 1834 with Diana’s
Great Great Grandfather, James Henty and his wife, Charlotte. It was given to their daughter,
Frances, who married James Balfour in 1859 in Hawthorn. The dresser passed through the
generations, staying for a while in Hampton, before being put into storage when Diana’s mother
organised a move to Scotland. Three years later Diana brought it out of storage and into her home
in Eltham, before it moved with her to Kangaroo Ground in 1964.

The dresser sat for many years in Diana’s daughter Elizabeth’s bedroom, before taking up residence
with her in McMeckan House at Scotch College in Hawthorn. Elizabeth has now very generously
donated the dresser to the Andrew Ross Museum, where it takes pride of place in the ‘front room’
providing a suitably grand repository for ladies’, gentlemen’s and children’s accoutrements from a

bygone era.

SEWING MACHINE

Also in Room 1, we have this beautiful vintage sewing machine donated by the Franke family of
Panton Hill.

The sewing machine is a Sunbeam ¢1900s treadle sewing machine, manufactured in Chicago, USA.



The sewing machine top folds away into the cabinet underneath, and the table on the left flips over
the top to create a compact table top cabinet.

SADDLE
An Alex Morrison English style/semi stock saddle made in the 1920/30s in Australia.

Donated by Amanda Watson, daughter of Cleo (Claire) Watson who then lived at Cherry Tree Farm
on Nicholas Lane. Cherry Tree Farm was 200 acres and has changed so much, now with large
designer homes. The saddle was given to her when she was 8 years old, by Barney (a retired
soldier) and Louise Dougheny of Henley Road (first property next to Carters Lane). The saddle
was used on Bluey, a big, retired stock horse.

Barney’s front paddock was donated to the new Kangaroo Ground Pony Club, which was started in
1967 by Diana Bassett-Smith, Claire Watson, Ros Werner and A Charlton.

LEATHER LUGGAGE

These wonderful pieces of leather luggage were generously donated by Amanda Watson and her
family, and now form part of our hotel display, also in Room 1.




Amanda shared the fascinating journey around the world taken by the two travel cases, which she
believes were made from either bullock or camel skin and which accompanied her father,
Major RH (Richard) Caiger-Watson.

The cases, she said, are typical of ones used by the British army during the Second World War,
robust enough to store and transfer gear from placement to placement. Following the war, the cases
travelled with Richard to Germany and then on to Paris, where he assisted General Eisenhower. As
a British Major, he was later deployed to Palestine during the handover from the British to create a
Jewish state. Subsequently, the cases journeyed on with Richard to Egypt during the Suez Canal
crisis (work which later saw Richard posthumously awarded with a medal for his service there.)
Then the cases were on the move again, heading back to England where Richard led Officer
Training.

After leaving the army, Richard and his wife, Claire (whose father was a Belgian consul) travelled
to Australia, arriving in Toolern Vale, Victoria in 1958, where they were sponsored by Terry
Fogarty, a farmer who fostered workers from Britain. Here the suitcases rested until the Watson
family bought Cherry Tree Farm in Kangaroo Ground.

Spanning 200 acres between Nicholas Lane and Calwell Road, the farm boasted a small gold mine
along with a house, huts and dairy. The family farmed cattle, pigs and crops and dealt with the
unwanted rabbits with the use of DDT.

The house burned down in 1982. The fire was thought to have been caused by a log rolling out of
the fireplace, with the resulting blaze quickly consuming the old timber building.

The cases then went on their final family move with Richard, Claire and daughters Amanda and
Brigitte, travelling a short distance to their new home in Oxley Road. It is from here that they were
donated by Amanda to the Andrew Ross Museum.

Last but not least, in Room 3 we have a set of three hand crafted horseshoes from Wellers Hotel
(now Fontana) in Kangaroo Ground, which date from the nineteenth century. They were kindly
donated to the museum from the Heidelberg Historical Society in May 2024.

The unusual flick on the outside heel of the central shoe was deliberately made that way by the

blacksmith, to ensure that part of the shoe caught on the ground first and pivoted the shoe and leg of
the horse outwards. Called a tailored hind shoe, it would have been used on a ‘pacer’ or a horse that
brushed the inside of its other rear leg when it was moving quickly. Such shoes are still used today.




These treasures from yesteryear and many more, are on display at the Andrew Ross Museum every
Thursday from 10am — 12 noon, on the first Sunday of each month from 2pm — 4pm and at other
times by appointment.

TRAVELLING SALESMEN
MEMORIES OF HAWKERS IN THE YARRA VALLEY

Hawkers travelled from town to town, sometimes on foot and as their business increased, in covered
horse-drawn wagons. Large Australian warehouses and wholesalers sold goods on credit to the
hawkers, who often extended the credit to his customer.

“The hawkers sold work shirts and trousers, boots, fabrics, dishcloths, haberdashery, sweets and
other items. In those days it might take as long as six months or even a year, for a farmer or his
farmhands to pay off a bill of 6s. 6d.”

From an interview with Hanifa Deen “Caravanserai”

“Okum Gareeb wore a turban and drove around with his two draft horses and big black van,
visiting us about twice a year. When one of the family said that Okum was at the gate, | ran and hid
because | was scared of him, although he was quite a friendly fellow. But as | grew older | found it
very interesting to see all the pretty materials and things he had for sale. Buttons and pins, hooks
and eyes, press studs, bootlaces, needles and cottons were some of his goods. Sometimes mother
bought a few things and perhaps a pencil or rubber for me, so I was very pleased.”

Recollections of Maria Taylor of Dixons Creek (nee Beach 1913-2004)

Yokum Gareeb went back to India in 1926 but returned to Victoria in 1936, and moved through the
district of Yarra Glen. Gareeb eventually returned to Mirpur but many other Indian hawkers
remained in Australia, becoming storekeepers and traders.

" After the second World War, the vans of the old
| Indian hawkers were being superseded by motor
vehicles. In 1934, Frank Ricardo (1915-2005)
inherited a business established by his father,

who had begun hawking with a horse and cart in

the Whittlesea, Kinglake and Hurstbridge areas

| in1919.

Young Frank took over the cart in 1934, but
soon bought a 1928 Chevrolet for 90 pounds
which he continued to upgrade, until he bought a
red Bedford truck. He continued over his

e B " father’s routes and extended the route to
Warburton and the Yarra VaIIey He had special keys that he twirled in the locks to open the side
and back of the truck to reveal shelves of neatly packed clothing, linen, and fabrics, boots, shoes
and slippers and other goods, still of wonder to young children as the carts of earlier times,
particularly the small bags of boiled sweets that Frank handed out at Christmas time. He made
many friends over the sixty-five or more years that he travelled, and he knew some families over
two or three generations.

Like the Indian hawkers before him, he not only provided useful goods, but also carried news and
messages and assisted individuals and families in a number of ways.

Information included came from an article by the History Group of Yarra Glen who meet on Wed.
at its History Room in the Yarra Glen Memorial Hall.



OUR THANKS to Ken, (the larrikin,) Kangaroo Grund Post Office, for distributing the new
brochure to the community on behalf of the Andrew Ross Museum.

WHO WE ARE AND HOW TO CONTACT US

Museum Board Members
Patron: Diana Bassett-Smith

Chairperson: Warwick Leeson OAM
0439-347-797
andrewrossmuseum@outlook.com

Vice Chairperson: David Sharpe
sharpieswb@aapt.net.au
Secretary/Public Officer: Carol Leeson

0422-307-630
carolanneleeson@gmail.com

Treasurer: Rob Shackleton

The Museum is open:
every Thursday 10.00 am — 12 noon
2 pm — 4 pm on the first Sunday of every month or by appointment
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