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GRADES ONE AND TWO
BOARD A TIME MACHINE

On Friday 18 October, Kangaroo Ground Primary School’s Grades 1 and 2 made their annual
pilgrimage to the Andrew Ross museum, conveniently located in a corner of the school’s land. As
they walked through the front door, they were transported to Kangaroo Ground and the school as it
once was.

In the weeks prior there was some liaison with the teachers, and an information pack provided for
each, with intended activities.

The first twenty children were welcomed on the museum’s front veranda at 9am and divided into
four groups of about five: Pioneers, Cobb & Co, Gold miners and Teachers.

A group followed Alan into Room one, where they learned about the original 1853 draughty timber
slab school that first teacher Andrew Ross and wife Mary Ann not only taught in, but initially also
had to sleep in a corner of, with a makeshift partition.


http://www.andrewrossmuseum./
mailto:andrewrossmuseum@outlook.com

Historical photos of Kangaroo Ground and the school children through the years produced some
astute observations from the children; the most surprising of these being the knowledge that the
Union Jack flag flying at the school in an early photo signified the British Empire, and has since
been relegated to a corner of the Australian flag.

A school photo of 1968 showed that the school’s Kangaroo motif tee-shirts go back at least that far.

We saw costumed children in 1978 celebrating the centenary of the school’s 1878 building, which
is still with us. It was evident that some children were glad they don’t have to dress like that today,
but | suspect some wished they could!

A 2024 school photo attracted a lot of attention, and the point was made that although the old
photos with 20 to 50 children had plenty of spare room around them, in 2024 the enrolment of 240
children means they barely squeeze into a camera lens.
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With the help of the museum’s two individual school desks and three antique school slates, the
group imagined they were in Andrew Ross’s classroom, and, with his cane snapping on their desks,
were shown the alphabet in Copperplate, with its complicated flourishes, and then each copied an
uppercase and lowercase letter “A” onto a slate. Andrew Ross responded with a well-deserved
“Good Work Everyone” written in copperplate on the blackboard (computer screen).

Lifting the lid on a desk to reveal its contents proved irresistible to the children, and they were
delighted to find a collection of “The School Paper” and some feather quills. Spontaneous dipping
of the quills into the (empty!) inkwell and going through the motions of writing with them seemed
to be an indication that next time we might seriously consider a quill-writing activity with actual
ink.

Meanwhile, another group with Carol in Room 2 had a go at ironing with (cold) flat-irons,
including coal-heated and spirit-heated types. After the ironing, it was time to clean the floor with
carpet sweepers. The kids checked which of several sizes of shoe lasts would be the one for repair
of their shoes. There was also quite some fascination with local taxidermied birds in a Victorian
glass dome from nearby Pigeon Bank homestead, old sewing machines, and games from yesteryear.
Gold fever was narrowly avoided when a quartz rock was wetted to reveal a pinprick of gleaming
gold.
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In Room three, Jane showed her group a cow bell from Cherry Tree Farm in Nicholas Lane, similar
to the one that had led shepherd David Christmas to district pioneer Joseph Stevenson. They also

looked at lamps and candles used prior to electricity, and then moved to the back porch for the piece
de résistance: butter churns and pats.

With yellow playdough looking exactly like butter, thanks to some preparation by Robyn’s
granddaughter Phoebe, the children used wooden pats to shape the “butter” and then stamped it with
a fruit design from an antique carved wooden butter stamp.

The final group remained on the front verandah, where they assisted a nineteenth-century housewife
or maid vaguely resembling Robyn, with a variety of hand-operated washing machines, before
putting washed socks through a wringer on a wooden wash trough, and hanging them on our front
lawn clothes line with its tree-branch prop.



Carol rang the old Kangaroo Ground general store/post office bell in
Room 2 after ten minutes, and each group rotated to the next room.
We did that four times before saying goodbye to our nine-o’clockers
and welcoming the ten-o’clockers. We had a short break for morning
recess before the final twenty arrived at about 11.30.

When preparing the activities for this event we had discussed making
the museum more interactive. After supervising sixty children over
three hours, we collapsed with a cup of tea and decided we’d had
enough interactivity for a while!

Despite our exhaustion, this was a tremendously satisfying morning.
The children were well behaved, the teachers were helpful, and all of
us learned something more about the long and fascinating history of the school and Kangaroo
Ground life in the early years.

WHAT IS IT?

(See answer on final page)

STEELS CREEK GARDEN CLUB
visits ANDREW ROSS MUSEUM

What happens when two interesting, knowledgeable (in their own fields) groups of people get
together at the museum? SHARING!

Identification of plants like heritage roses, names of different types of lavenders, lilac and “look at
those huge cypress pines!”

Then it’s the remembering over items. “My mum had one of those”; “No wonder it took all of a
Monday to do the washing if you used these ancient washing machines”; “What a laborious job it
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must have been to use those old irons to iron everything!



“I remember Dad fixing our shoes using a ‘last’ like this.”
“Milk doesn’t taste the same as it did when you used those old wooden separators!”

“I remember those grade readers, the ‘School Papers’ and the pens with nibs and the boys filling the
inkwells!”; “I sat in those old desks!”

After much enjoyable chatter the self-sufficient group had morning tea, which they had organised to
bring themselves. We then all went our own ways with huge smiles and warm hearts, with a
promise to come back to the museum as there is so much more to see! Aahh, the reminiscing!!!

What You Need to know about the
STEELS CREEK GARDEN CLUB!

Their Annual Flower Show and Plant Sale is on the 25 October 2025
During the year they achieve two objectives

1. Propagating group (of cuttings) on the 4" Monday of the month.
2. Garden Outings on 2" Tuesday of the month, including private gardens, nurseries, guest
speakers or big gardens like Alowyn in Yarra Glen.

Enquiries: Jill Bowen-Hess, 0430 108 672



WHO WE ARE AND HOW TO CONTACT US

Museum Board Members

Patron: Diana Bassett-Smith

Chairperson: Warwick Leeson OAM
0439-347-797
andrewrossmuseum@outlook.com

Vice Chairperson: David Sharpe
sharpies205@aapt.net.au
Secretary/Public Officer: Carol Leeson

0422-307-630
carolanneleeson@gmail.com

Treasurer: Rob Shackleton

The Museum is open:
every Thursday 10.00 am — 12 noon
2 pm — 4 pm on the first Sunday of every month or by appointment

Supported by Nillumbik Shire Council
and Kangaroo Ground Primary School

Proudly supported by
\1)\ - KANGAROO GROUND
\/ PRIMARY SCHOOL No 2105 &
framms e
Nillumbik

The Green Wedge Shire

ANSWER TO WHAT IS IT?
A Centrifugal Butterfat Sampler. (Pictured on its side.)

It enabled a simple test to determine the quality of a farmer’s milk. It came with special glass test
tubes which fitted neatly into each cup, with a narrow, gradated neck protruding.

A measured amount of milk and sulphuric acid was poured into each test tube. The apparatus was
placed onto the spindle of a hand-cranked centrifuge clamped to a benchtop. When spun at constant
speed the cups became horizontal, and after several minutes the butter fat was forced into the neck
of the tube, where it could be measured.

The invention of the device in 1890 has been attributed to Stephen Babcock, an American
agricultural chemist. Centrifuges with four cups appear to have been more common — perhaps
producing a smoother spin.

In Kangaroo Ground, crop and vegetable farming gave way to dairy farming when the Hurstbridge
railway line was introduced in 1912. Mick Woiwod writes in Kangaroo Ground — The Highland
Taken: “Wattle Glen station, or as it was known then, ‘Balee Station’, was just five kilometres
away from the centre of Kangaroo Ground. Milk or cream delivered to its siding early could be
landed at suburban dairies by mid-morning.” For thirty years dairying was the district’s main
industry.
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